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Section 1 - Text in Context      20 

Marks 

Directing: 

Specimen Paper 

❏ As a director, describe in detail five different changes in mood and 
atmosphere in your selected text. You must use textual references from the 
play to help you to justify your answer. 
Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five directing concepts to 
highlight these changes in your final production. These must be related to the 
first part of this question. 
 

❏ As a director, describe in detail five different dramatic features that help to 
create the climax of your selected text. You must use textual references from 
the play to help you to justify your answer. 
Explain, in detail, five directing concepts that would help you to achieve your 
desired dramatic impact in your final production. These must be related to the 
first part of this question. 

 

2015 

❏ As a director, describe in detail the ways you would wish your audience to 
respond to five key moments in your selected text. (You must use textual 
references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five directing concepts to 
achieve these desired audience responses in your final production. (These 
need to be related to the first part of this question.) 

 

 

❏ As a director, choose two characters from your selected text. Describe in 
detail five differences in personality between these characters. (You must use 
textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five different rehearsal activities that would help your actors 
show these differences in personality. (These need to be related to the first 
part of this question.) 

 
 

2016 

❏ As a director, describe in detail five aspects of the original production of your 



selected text you would wish to keep and/or change in order to engage an 
audience of today. (You must use textual references from the play to help you 
justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the way in which you would use five directing concepts to 
 convey these directorial choices in your final production. (These need to be 
 related to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As a director, choose a character from your selected text and describe in 
detail five ways in which they are important to the development of the plot. 
(You must use textual references from the play to help you justify your 
answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five directing concepts you would use in order to highlight 
 the importance of the character in developing the plot. (These need to be  
 related to the first part of this question.) 
 

2017 

❏ As a director, describe in detail five events which help develop the plot in your 
selected text. (You must use textual references from the play to help you 
justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five directing concepts to 
 highlight these events to an audience. (These need to be related to the first 
 part of this question.) 

 

❏ As a director, choose a character from your selected text and describe in 
detail five ways in which this character helps to create dramatic tension. (You 
must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five directing concepts you would use in order to highlight 
 these  moments of dramatic tension in a production of your selected text.  
 (These need to be related to the first part of this question.) 

 
 

2018 

❏ As a director, describe in detail five key moments that communicate the 
themes and/or issues in your selected text. (You must use textual references 
from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five directing concepts to 
 highlight these key moments in your final production. (These need to be  
 related to the first part of this question.) 

 



❏ As a director, choose a character from your selected text who experiences 
changes in status and/or circumstances. Describe in detail five moments 
when these changes occur. (You must use textual references from the play to 
help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five rehearsal concepts you would use to help the actor  
 explore these changes in status and/or circumstances. (These need to be  
 related to the first part of this question.) 

 

2019 

 

❏ As a director, choose what you consider to be an important scene in your 

selected text. Describe, in detail, five reasons why this scene is important. 

You must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.  

Explain, in detail, five directing concepts you would use to highlight the 

importance of this scene to an audience. These must be related to the first 

part of this question. 

 

❏  As a director, choose a character from your selected text. Describe, in detail, 

five different ways you would want the audience to respond to this character. 

You must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, five directing concepts you would use to gain these 

responses from the audience. These must be related to the first part of this 

question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Acting: 

Specimen Paper 

❏ As an actor, choose one of the characters from your selected text and 
describe in detail five different feelings that this character has towards any 
other characters. You must use textual references from the play to help you to 
justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
portray this character’s feelings in your final production. These must be 
related to the first part of this question. 

❏  

❏ As an actor, choose one complex character from your selected text and 
describe in detail five different aspects of their personality. You must use 
textual references from the play to help you to justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
portray this character’s personality. These must be related to the first part of 
this question. 

 

2015 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text and describe in detail 
five different emotional responses that this character would get from an 
audience. (You must use textual references from the play to help you justify 
your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
gain these emotional responses from the audience. (These need to be related 
to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As an actor, choose one of the characters from your selected text. Describe in 
detail five ways in which this character conveys the genre of the play. (You 
must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts in 
order to convey this genre in performance. (These need to be related to the 
first part of this question.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2016 

❏ As an actor, choose a character who is in conflict with one or more characters 
in your selected text. Describe in detail five moments of tension between 
these character(s). (You must use textual references from the play to help you 
justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the way in which you would use five acting concepts to 
communicate these  moments of tension. (These need to be related to the first 
part of this question.) 

 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text and describe in detail 
their motivation at five different points in the play. (You must use textual 
references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
make this motivation clear. (These need to be related to the first part of this 
question.) 

❏  
2017 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text. Consider the ways in 
which your chosen character’s attitude is influenced by one or more 
character(s) at five different moments in the play. (You must use textual 
references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the way in which you would use five acting concepts to 
convey your chosen character’s attitude at these moments. (These need to be 
related to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text. Describe, in detail, 
five ways this character helps to communicate the themes and/or issues of 
the play. (You must use textual references from the play to help you justify 
your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts in 
order to communicate these themes and/or issues to an audience. (These 
need to be related to the first part of this question.) 

❏  
2018 



❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text. Consider the ways in 
which this character makes an impact on an audience at five different 
moments during the play. (You must use textual references from the play to 
help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
ensure your desired impact is made at these moments. (These need to be 
related to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text whose behaviour is 
affected by the social and/or historical context in which they live. Describe in 
detail five different moments when their behaviour is affected by this social 
and/or historical context. (You must use textual references from the play to 
help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
demonstrate  how this character’s behaviour is affected at these moments. 
(These need to be related  to the first part of this question.) 

 

2019 

❏ As an actor, choose a character from your selected text whose actions 
influence the emotions of other characters. Describe, in detail, five different 
moments that show this. You must use textual references from the play to 
help you justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five acting concepts to 
convey this to an audience. These must be related to the first part of this 
question.  

❏ As an actor, choose a character whom you consider to have a complex 
relationship with one or more characters in your selected text. Describe, in 
detail, five moments when the complex relationship is shown. You must use 
textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.  

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five rehearsal techniques 
to help you develop the complex relationship. These must be related to the 
first part of this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Designer 

Specimen Paper 

 

❏ As a designer, describe in detail five different moments in your selected text 
that convey aspects of the play’s overall themes and/or issues. You must use 
textual references from the play to help you to justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five design concepts to 
help you to highlight the play’s themes and/or issues. These must be related 
to the first part of this question. 
 

 

❏ As a designer, choose one character from your selected text and describe in 
detail five different characteristics that this character has. You must use 
textual references from the play to help you to justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that would help you to communicate 
the characteristics that you have identified. These must be related to the first 
part of this question. 

 
 

2015 

❏ As a designer, choose a key scene from your selected text and describe in 
detail five dramatic features which make this a key scene in the play. (You 
must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the way in which you would use five design concepts to 
show the importance of the dramatic features in this key scene. (These need 
to be related to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As a designer, choose a character from your selected text who experiences 
changes in status and/or circumstances. Describe in detail five of these 
changes. (You must use textual references from the play to help you justify 
your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that will help you communicate the 
changes you have identified. (These need to be related to the first part of this 
question.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 

❏ As a designer, choose a key scene from your selected text and describe in 
detail five dramatic features which make this a key scene in the play. (You 
must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the way in which you would use five design concepts to 
show the importance of the dramatic features in this key scene. (These need 
to be related to the first part of this question.) 

 

❏ As a designer, choose a character from your selected text who experiences 
changes in status and/or circumstances. Describe in detail five of these 
changes. (You must use textual references from the play to help you justify 
your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that will help you communicate the 
changes you have identified. (These need to be related to the first part of this 
question.) 

 

2017 

❏ As a designer, describe, in detail, five different reasons why the opening 
scene of your selected text is important. (You must use textual references 
from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five design concepts to 
help convey this importance to an audience. (These need to be related to the 
first part of the question.) 

 

❏ As a designer, describe, in detail, five changes in mood and atmosphere in 
your selected text. (You must use textual references from the play to help you 
justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways you would use five design concepts to highlight 
these changes in mood and atmosphere to an audience. (These need to be 
related to the first part of the question.) 

 

2018 

❏ As a designer, choose a character from your selected text who has a complex 



relationship with one or more character(s). Describe in detail five moments 
throughout the play where this complex relationship is shown. (You must use 
textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that will help you communicate your 
chosen character’s complex relationship(s) in performance. (These need to be 
related to the first part of the question.) 

 

 

❏ As a designer, describe in detail five changes in the time and/or place in your 
selected text. (You must use textual references from the play to help you 
justify your answer.) 

Explain, in detail, the ways in which you would use five design concepts to 
highlight these changes in the time and/or place in your intended production. 
(These need to be related  to the first part of the question.) 

 

2019 

❏ As a designer, describe, in detail, five changes you would make to a previous 
production of your selected text, in order to engage your intended audience. 
You must use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer. 

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that would help you show these 
changes in your production. These must be related to the first part of this 
question.  

 

❏ As a designer, choose an important character within your selected text. 
Describe, in detail, five reasons why this is an important character. You must 
use textual references from the play to help you justify your answer.  

Explain, in detail, five design concepts that would highlight this character’s 
importance to an audience in performance. These must be related to the first 
part of this question. 
  



Section 2: Theatre Production Application      10 marks 

 

Specimen Paper 

❏ In this Section you are asked questions that allow you to answer from the 
perspective of a director and designer preparing for an intended production of 
your selected text. You should refer to your selected text in your answer. 

Consider the impact you wish to have on your audience at the opening of a 
performance of your selected text. 

1) Describe the impact you wish to have on your audience at the opening 
of the performance.                                                       

 (2 marks)  

2) As a director, describe the ways in which you would use the 
performance space to achieve your desired impact at the opening of 
the performance.  

(4 marks) 

3) As a designer, describe the ways in which you would use sound to 
achieve your desired impact at the opening of the performance.  

          (4 Marks) 

 

 

2019 

❏ In this section you are asked to answer from the perspective of an actor and 
director preparing for an intended production of your selected text. You should 
refer to your selected text in your answer.  

Consider the status of one of the characters in the final scene of your selected 
text.  

1) Describe the status of your chosen character in the final scene of your 
selected text.  

          (2 Marks) 

2) As an actor, describe the ways in which you would use voice in the 
final scene in order to communicate the status of your chosen 
character.  

(4 marks) 

3) As a director, describe the ways in which you would use the 
performance space in the final scene in order to communicate the 
status of your chosen character.  

(4 marks) 

 

 



 

Section 3: Performance Analysis    20 Marks 

 

 

Specimen Paper 

❏ Consider in what way contrasts were created in a performance you have seen 

recently. Now select two production areas from the list below: 

• choice and use of the performance space 

• director’s intentions and effectiveness  

• acting and development of characters  

• design concepts and their effectiveness.  

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 

selected production areas helped to create contrasts and enhanced your 

appreciation of the performance. You must give equal weighting to your two 

chosen production areas. 

 

 

❏ Consider the ways that the social and/or historical context were made clear for 

you in a performance of a play you have seen recently. Now select two 

production areas from the list below:  

• choice and use of the performance space  

• director’s intentions and effectiveness  

• acting and development of characters  

• design concepts and their effectiveness.  

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 

selected production areas helped you understand the social and/or historical 

context and enhanced your appreciation of the performance. You must give 

equal weighting to your two chosen production areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 



❏ Analyse the extent to which two of the following helped to communicate the 

message and/or purpose of the play in a theatrical performance that you have 

seen recently: 

• choice and use of the performance space 

• director’s intentions and effectiveness 

• acting and development of characters 

• design concepts and their effectiveness. 

Your analysis must include details of the dramatic impact achieved and 

audience response. You must give equal weighting to your two chosen 

production areas. You must give detailed analytical points to gain full marks. 

 

2016 

❏ Consider the creation of tension in a performance you have seen recently. Now 

select two production areas from the list below: 

• choice and use of the performance space 

• director’s intentions and effectiveness 

• acting and development of characters 

• design concepts and their effectiveness. 

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 

selected production areas helped to create tension and enhanced your 

appreciation of the performance. 

 

2017 

❏ Consider the genre and/or style of the play in a performance you have seen 

recently. Now select two production areas from the list below: 

• choice and use of the performance space 

• director’s intentions and effectiveness 

• acting and development of characters 

• design concepts and their effectiveness. 

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 

selected production areas helped to communicate the genre and/or style of the 

play and enhanced your appreciation of the performance. You must give equal 

weighting to your two chosen production areas. 

2018 

❏ Consider the ways in which character relationships were portrayed in a 

performance you have seen recently. Now select two production areas from the 



list below: 

• choice and use of the performance space 

• director’s intentions and effectiveness 

• acting and development of characters 

• design concepts and their effectiveness. 

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 

selected production areas helped to portray character relationships and 

enhanced your appreciation of the performance. You must give equal weighting 

to your two chosen production areas. 

 

2019 

❏ Consider the different moods and/or atmospheres in a performance of a play 
you have seen recently. Now select two production areas from the list below  

• choice and use of the performance space  

• director’s intentions and effectiveness  

• acting and development of characters  

• design concepts and their effectiveness.  

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 
selected production areas helped to create the different moods and/or 
atmospheres within the play and enhanced your appreciation of the 
performance. You must give equal weighting to your two chosen production 
areas.  

 

❏ Consider the motivations and/or intentions of the key character(s) in a 
performance of a play you have seen recently. Now select two production areas 
from the list below 

• choice and use of the performance space  

• director’s intentions and effectiveness  

• acting and development of characters  

• design concepts and their effectiveness.  

In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two 
selected production areas helped to communicate the motivations and/or 
intentions of the key character(s) within the play and enhanced your 
appreciation of the performance. You must give equal weighting to your two 
chosen production areas. 


