
Higher Critical Essay 

Exam Conditions 

Questions selected at random from the following papers: SQA 2004; SQA 2008; P&N 

2004/5; P&N 2007/8 

 

 

Answer TWO questions from this paper. Each question must be chosen from a 

different Section (A-C). You are not allowed to choose two questions from the 

same Section. 

In all Sections you may use Scottish texts. 

Write the number of each question in the margin of your answer booklet and 

begin each essay on a fresh page. 

You should spend about 45 minutes on each essay. 

The following will be assessed: 

• the relevance of your essays to the questions you have chosen, and the 

extent to which you sustain an appropriate line of thought 

• your knowledge and understanding of key elements, central concerns and 

significant details of the chosen texts, supported by detailed and relevant 

evidence 

• your understanding, as appropriate to the questions chosen, of how 

relevant aspects of structure/style/language contribute to the 

meaning/effect/impact of the chosen texts, supported by detailed and 

relevant evidence 

• your evaluation, as appropriate to the questions chosen, of the 

effectiveness of the chosen texts, supported by detailed and relevant 

evidence 

• the quality of your written expression and the technical accuracy of  your 

writing. 

Each question is worth 25 marks. 

 

 



SECTION A – DRAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Choose a play in which a central character is heroic yet vulnerable. 

Show how the dramatist makes you aware of both qualities and discuss how 

they affect your response to the character’s fate in the play as a whole. 

 

2. Choose a play in which one scene makes a major dramatic impact on the 

audience. 

Show how the dramatist creates the impact and discuss its importance to the 

play as a whole. 

 

3. Choose a play in which the main character is in conflict with a family 

member or a close friend or a fellow-worker. 

Show how the dramatist creates the conflict and discuss to what extent it is 

successfully resolved by the end of the play. 

 

4. Choose a play with a scene in which a character loses control. 

Explain the circumstances in which the character loses control and discuss 

the impact of this one the outcome of the play. 

 

SECTION B - PROSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Choose a novel which explores the cruelty of human nature. 

Show how the writer explores this theme and discuss how its exploration 

enhances your appreciation of the novel as a whole. 

 

6. Choose a novel in which a confrontation between two characters is of 

central importance in the text. 

Explain the circumstances of the confrontation and discuss its importance to 

your understanding of the novel as a whole. 

 

7. Choose a novel in which minor characters play a significant role. 

Outline the role in the novel of two minor characters and discuss their 

significance to the novel as a whole. 

 

8. Choose a novel in which symbolism plays a major part. 

Outline briefly the nature of the symbolism and go on to discuss to what 

extent it added to your appreciation of the novel as a whole. 

Answers to questions on drama should address relevantly the central concern(s)/theme(s) 

of the text and be supported by reference to appropriate dramatic techniques such as: 

conflict, characterisation, key scene(s), plot, structure, climax, setting, dialogue, 

exposition, denouement, aspects of staging (such as lighting, music, stage set, stage 

directions…), soliloquy, monologue . . . 

Answers to questions on prose should address relevantly the central 

concern(s)/theme(s) of the text(s) and be supported by reference to appropriate 

techniques of prose fiction such as: characterisation, theme, imagery, setting, language, 

key incident(s), climax/turning point, plot, structure, narrative technique, symbolism, 

climax, atmosphere, dialogue, imagery  . . . 



SECTION C- POETRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Choose a poem which is strongly linked to a specific location. 

Show how the poet captures the essence of the location and exploits this to 

explore an important theme. 

 

10. Choose two poems which deal with the same topic. 

Compare and contrast the two poems, making it clear which you think is 

more successful. 

 

11. Choose a poem in which the poet explores the significance of the passage of 

time. 

Explain why the passage of time is significant in this poem and discuss the 

means by which the poet explores its significance. 

 

12. Choose a poem in which a chance encounter or a seemingly unimportant 

incident acquires increased significance by the end of the poem. 

Show how the poet’s development of the encounter or incident leads you to 

a deeper understanding of the poem’s theme. 

 

 

 

[END OF QUESTION PAPER] 

  

 

 

Answers to questions on poetry should address relevantly the central concern(s)/theme(s) 

of the text and be supported by reference to appropriate poetic techniques such as: 

content, word choice, imagery, tone, structure, rhythm, sound, verse form, mood, rhyme, 

characterisation, contrast, setting, symbolism,  . . . 


