
Gatsby – Key Aspects – KNOW THESE ANSWERS 

Key idea of The Great Gatsby:  

The Great Gatsby explores the key aspects of the American Dream – the hope that motivates us to 

achieve our dreams, versus the reality of achieving them. This makes us questions whether the idea 

itself is a lie, and whether we are all doomed never to transcend the circumstances into which we are 

born in life.  

For the following questions, practice giving your very best explanation by linking to as many 

examples in the book as possible, and also linking to what the main idea is that Fitzgerald is trying 

to reinforce.  

Relationships 

1. Explain what Daisy means to Gatsby.  

2. Why will their relationship never work? 

3. How does Daisy fall short of his dreams? 

Setting 

1. What are the most important aspects of East Egg? 

2. The same, for West Egg.  

3. The Valley of Ashes 

Character 

1. What do you understand about how and why Gatsby creates an image of himself? 

2. Explain the extent to which hope and ambition is important to Gatsby.  

3. How would you say that Gatsby is deluded? 

Key Scene (Meeting Daisy) 

1. Describe Gatsby’s confidence before the meeting 

2. Describe what the first signs of Gatsby’s nervousness reveal.  

3. Explain how Gatsby gains a growing sense of purposelessness after this scene.  

4. To what extent does this lead to complete resignation from Gatsby? 

Conflict 

1. Explain ways in which you see the upper class as exploitative and oppressive in the book.  

2. What is it that makes the middle class seem “tacky” in the book 

3. How do we know that this will never be overcome in the novel? 

Symbolism 

1. How does the significance of the green light change in the novel? 

2. How do TJ Eckleberg’s eyes reflect the book’s themes? 

3. What is the significance of the broken clock to the book as a whole? 

4. Cars, shirts, dogs – how do these different things reflect consumerism in the novel? 

 


