
Chapter 1 - Summary

- Straight away Nick introduces Gatsby as an idealised figure. Immediately we 

have to ask ourselves – is Nick a trustworthy narrator? Can we trust his 

opinion? 

- Before this even, the importance of class distinctions is made very obvious

- Tom and Daisy have an unhealthy relationship – there seems to be tension 

and he is very dominating 

- The effect of wealth on people seems to be cynicism and being bored with 

the world

- Our first impressions of Daisy in particular. She hopes her daughter will be a 

fool – she thinks it is more important to be unconcerned with the problems of 

society – it is better for her to be superficial perhaps



‘ ‘Whenever you feel like criticising
anyone,’ he told me, ‘just remember that 
all people in this world haven’t had the 
advantages that you’ve had.’’ Nick

We learn Nick isn’t from a poor 
background, but he is very aware of class 
distinctions. He says people from all 
classes seem to confide in him, and 
because of that he feels ABOVE the class 
system – arrogant? Untrue? Contradictory

‘a sense of the fundamental decencies is 
parcelled out unequally at birth.’ (7)

He says he’s aware of inequality, and shows 
he’s quite open-minded. 

‘An extraordinary gift for hope.’ (8) On Gatsby. Nick is inspired by Gatsby, and 
admires him

‘No – Gatsby turned out all right in the 
end; it was what preyed on Gatsby, what 
foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams
that temporarily closed out my interest in 
the abortive sorrows and short winded 
elations of men.’ (8)

Very early on, Nick Gatsby is not to blame 
for anything. He is framed as a good man –
not very unbiased. 
“Hope” and “dreams” are repeated a lot in 
the book. 
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‘To the wingless a more interesting 
phenomenon is their dissimilarity in every 
particular except shape and size.’ (5)

East and West Egg  are completely 
different. They are described as direct 
opposites, not just Geographically, but in 
attitudes to wealth and class distinction. 

Tom Buchanan
‘one of those men who reach such an 
acute limited excellence at twenty one that 
everything afterward savours an 
anticlimax.’ (6)

‘It was a body capable of enormous 
leverage – a cruel body.’ (7)

- When he was young, he did very well 
for himself, so everything after that 
seemed boring and easy

- He is physically strong, capable it 
sounds of violence



Daisy Buchanan
‘It was the kind of voice that the ear 
follows up and down, as if each speech is 
an arrangement of notes that will never 
be played again. . . . But there was an 
excitement in her voice that men who had 
cared for her found difficult to forget.’ (8)

Wearing white

- She is being described as a very lovely 
vision, describes her effect on the 
senses. She is utterly captivating, and 
alluring

- Wearing white suggests innocence, 
being angelic, and pure. Even though 
this isn’t true – we can’t always trust 
how things appear

‘It’s up to us, who are the dominant race, 
to watch out or these other races will have 
control of things.’ (Tom) (11)

- We learn he is a racist, he privileged 
position in society – as a white, 
privileged male, he should be superior. 

- He’s protect (insecure?) of his position 
in society. 

‘The instant her voice broke off . . . I felt 
the basic insincerity of what she had said . 
. . I waited, and sure enough, in a moment 
she looked at me with an absolute smirk of 
her lovely face, as if she asserted her 
membership in a rather distinguished 
secret society to which she and Tom 
belonged.’ (13)

Her and Tom feel they are “different” to 
others. The powerful, the decision-makers, 
the leaders. She’s seen as not genuine, and 
that she doesn’t engage in real 
conversations because she thinks she’s 
better than them. 



‘Something in his leisurely movements 
and the secure position of his feet upon 
the lawn suggested that it was Mr Gatsby 
himself, come out to determine what 
share was his of our local heavens.’ (15-
16)

Our first description of Gatsby. He’s 
described as sophisticated and elegant, 
strong, almost like a marble statue, like a 
God. He’s so rich that he could own the 
sky if he wanted to. 

‘I glance seaward – and distinguished 
nothing except a single green light, minute 
and far away, that might have been the 
end of the dock.’ (16)

Gatsby is looking at the green light, and 
he’s reaching out to touch it. It’s a light he 
can never reach, that he associated with 
Daisy. 



Questions – Chapter 1

1. What are the important distinctions to understand about East and 

West Egg? 

2. Describe Nick. What facts do you know about him, and what do you 

infer about him? What kind of a narrator do you think he will be? 

3. What do you learn about Tom Buchanan from his dress, 

mannerisms, dialogue, house, and actions?

4. What do you learn about Daisy Buchanan from her dress, dialogue, 

and body language?

5. What effect do you think wealth and an easy life has had on Tom, 

Jordan and Daisy? 



Questions – Chapter 1

1. What are the important distinctions to understand about 

East and West Egg? 

In the Wild West, people went West to make money. So it is with 

West Egg, if you are someone who wasn’t born with money, you are 

called “New Money”. In the East, it is closer to Britain, which means 

thar richer people can afford to live here – “old money”. They are 

posher, and were born with money in their families. 

2. Describe Nick. What facts do you know about him, and what 

do you infer about him? What kind of a narrator do you think 

he will be? 

Nick’s background – or class – seems a little unclear. Related to 

Daisy, but has no money. He sees himself as above class, and 

able to comment on other people. BUT we’re not sure if we can 

trust. 

3. What do you learn about Tom Buchanan from his dress, 

mannerisms, dialogue, house, and actions?

Tom Buchanan, married to Daisy is rich in an old money way. He’s 

racist, and he has affairs, he’s violent towards women, and 

basically does what we he wants. 

4. What do you learn about Daisy Buchanan from her dress, 

dialogue, and body language?

Daisy – like Tom – is a snob. She is eccentric, weird, self-centred, 

spoiled. Thinks she’s seen it all. Childish - wants to be 



Chapter 2 - Summary

- The Valley of Ashes – industrial wasteland – the by-product of consumerism

- Myrtle and George Wilson (mechanic and his wife)

- Myrtle is Tom’s mistress, they keep an apartment in New York as a secret 

meeting place. Simultaneously fascinating and repulsive

- Nick is made aware in Tom’s affair away from his cousin, but just seems to 

accept

- Tom is shown to be violent, and the idea of his brutality is reinforced

- Again, chapter 2 and we only have rumours of the “great” Gatsby



‘This is a valley of ashes – a fantastic farm 
where ashes grow like wheat into ridges 
and hills and grotesque gardens; where 
ashes take the forms of houses and 
chimneys and rising smoke and, finally, 
with a transcendent effort, of ash-grey 
men, who move dimly and already 
crumbling through the powdery air.’ (16)

Not literally – everything is so covered in 
ashes, that it seems everything is made 
from them. Totally contrast with East and 
West Egg – the colour of grey is 
everywhere, the opposite E and W Egg. 
The ashes a re produced by the factories –
making the things that everybody buys 
and consumes. Remember consumerism –
an idea of things being bought for the 
sake of buying = superficial society. Eggers 
only ever pass through it, as if they’re 
ignoring the crumbling society. 

Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg/Faceless/Yellow 
spectacles (16)

Two eyes, indistinct face which watches 
over everything. NEVER EXPLAINED, but it 
could be a god-like judgement of society. 
As if God has given up. 

Chapter 2



George and Myrtle Wilson

‘blond, spiritless man, anaemic and faintly 
handsome.’ (17)

‘Her face contained no facet or gleam of 
beauty, but there was an immediately 
perceptible vitality about her as if the 
nerves of her body were continually 
smouldering.’ (18)

‘walking through her husband as if he 
were a ghost.’ (18)

‘A white ashen dust veiled his dark suit 
and his pale hair as it veiled everything in 
the vicinity – except his wife.’ (18)

He’s described in a very ghost-like way, 
but also weak. He is submissive, he is 
pushed about by people

Not particularly pretty, but a very strong 
sense of sensuality and sexuality. She 
contrasts with angelic, white Daisy

It’s as if she doesn’t see her husband – a 
total contrast to Tom

George is covered in dust in a ghostly way, 
but not Myrtle. This perhaps shows…



‘With the influence of the dress her 
personality had also undergone a change. 
The intense vitality that had been so 
remarkable in the garage was converted 
into impressive hauteur.’ (36)

She changes clothes, and becomes 
arrogant – she wants to be posh, and she 
starts behaving like this – as if she is in a 
higher class than she is

‘These people! You have to keep after 
them all the time.’ (38) (Myrtle)

She’s talking about the servants in the 
apartment. She’s working class, but using 
the language of people who act posh

“I want to get one of those dogs” Demanding, she wants to buy a lot of 
things – she thinks the way to show she is 
posh is to buy things. As if everything – evn
life – is for sale

“she let four taxi cabs drive away before 
she selected a new one”

The other cabs were not to her standard, 
again her showing what she feels posh 
people should act like



Questions – Chapter 2

1. Describe the "valley of ashes." What does it look like and what does it 

represent?

2. A billboard with the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg is also an important symbol in this 

chapter. Reread p. 16. Describe the billboard. What do you think these eyes may 

represent? What would you think of if you looked up and saw this billboard?

3. Describe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle. Do they seem to fit into the setting?

4. Describe and explain Myrtle’s behaviour as the party progresses?

5. What more have you learned about Nick in this chapter? Is he similar or different 

than the people he spends his time with?

6. Describe the violent act Tom committed against Myrtle. What does this reveal 

about him?



Chapter 3 - Summary

- Nick attends Gatsby’s party

- Lavish, extravagant display of wealth – and waste

- Excesses of West Egg society are revealed – though East Eggers also 

succumb to it eventually

- Gatsby is introduced

- Asks for a private meeting with Jordan

- Nick feels the need to explain himself in the final part of the chapter



‘In his blue gardens men and girls came 
and went like moths among the 
whisperings and the champagne and the 
stars.’ (26)

We get the impression that people are just 
turning up and using Gatsby for his 
parties. They see his bright, gaudy house 
and move towards it – also his wealth, 
free booze, entertainment, movie stars, 
excess

‘Every Friday five crates of oranges and 
lemons arrived from the fruitier in New 
York – every Monday these same oranges 
and lemons left his back door in a pyramid 
of pulpless halves.’ (26)

Huge amounts of oranges and lemons are 
used up. These were difficult to come by, 
shows he is connected and wealthy – they 
are a status symbol. The waste of this party 
is emphasized – a powerful symbol of 
waste. They reflect the waste of Gatsby’s 
life – but also the wasteful society. 

‘Sometimes they came and went without 
having met Gatsby at all, came for the 
party with a simplicity of heart that was its 
own ticket of admission.’ (27)

(arrow up)
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‘ ‘Absolutely real – have pages and 
everything. . . . It’s a bona fide piece of 
printed matter. . . What thoroughness! 
What realism. Knew when to stop, too –
didn’t cut the pages.’ (Owl Eyes.  - 30)

An old man looks at books in the library. 
For some reason, he thought they were 
going to be fake – he is suspicious because 
Gatsby is trying to impress people. He is 
openly accusing Gatsby of being “fake”, 
and people talk openly about this at his 
parties – but they’re still happy to use 
him. An odd way of writing a book to treat 
a main character like this so early. 

‘happy, vacuous bursts of laughter rose 
toward the summer sky.’ (58)

Unintelligent, empty laughter – his guests 
are full of fake laughter, pretending to be 
enjoying life – society is not full of real 
people connecting, it’s all for show –
shallow and superficial

"yellow cocktail music" playing at Gatsby’s 
party and Jordan and Nick sit with "two 
girls in yellow." “his station wagon 
scampered like a bright yellow bug”

Yellow is mentioned a lot – it is like gold, 
but it’s not – it’s an imitation of gold. 
Represents West-Eggers as also trying to 
imitate wealth. Jordan has a “slender, 
golden arm” = she is old money. 



‘It was one of those rare smiles with a 
quality of reassurance in it, that you come 
across four or five times in your life. It 
faced  - or seemed to face – the whole 
eternal world for an instant, and then 
concentrate on you with an irresistible 
prejudice in your favour. It understood 
you just as far as you wanted to be 
understood, believed in you as you would 
like to believe in yourself, and assured you 
that it had precisely the impression of you 
that, at your best, you hoped to convey.’ 
(32)

Tells us Gatsby is unique – he makes you 
feel reassured in yourself, you utterly 
engage him. His smile gives you 
confidence in yourself, because of his 
absolute belief and confidence and surety 
of opinion – his “extraordinary gift for 
hope”. HE IS THE EMBODIMENT OF THE 
DRIVE FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM –
Gatsby has utter belief and optimism, and 
he has made life great for himself. 



‘A sudden emptiness seemed to flow now 
from the windows and the great doors, 
endowing with complete isolation the 
figure of the host, who stood on the 
porch, his hand up in a formal gesture of 
farewell’ (37)

The end of the party. Gatsby seems very 
lonely, even with a house full of people. 

‘ ‘It takes two to make an accident.’ 
(Jordan)
‘Suppose you meet someone as careless as 
yourself.’’ (Nick) 
(39)

Cars are used to drive through the valley of 
ashes. Cars are status symbols of wealth 
and power, but also SOCIAL MOBILITY (the 
ability to make your life better, and move 
up a class). If you’re not rich, then you’re 
stuck where you are in life. People who 
have money are literally going places. 
FORESHADOWS THE DANGER OF CARS IN 
THE BOOK. 

‘Everyone suspects himself of at least one 
of the cardinal virtues, and this is mine: I 
am one of the few honest people that I 
have ever known.’ (39)



Questions – Chapter 3

1. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him in your own words.

2. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? What effect do rumors rather than 

fact have on Gatsby’s character?

3. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him?

4. How is Gatsby different from his guests?

5. Explain the importance of cars that you understand so far in the novel 



Questions – Chapter 3

1. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him in your own words.

- At first he does not realise he is speaking to Gatsby. He is introduced in a very 

understated way

- Nick is utterly spellbound by his smile – he feels it gives him absolute confidence 

in himself, and that Gatsby really believes in him

2. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? What effect do rumors rather 

than fact have on Gatsby’s character?

- Many people believe he is related to someone famous, or has killed somebody –

many outrageous rumours fly around about him

- But when we meet him, it is as if we almost miss it

- It shows the success of the image Gatsby has created – the real man almost 

doesn’t matter, only the brand, the show, and image of him

3. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him?

- Once Nick realizes who Gatsby is, he is mesmerized by him

- However, he does immediately start to question how elaborate and fake-

sounding his language is (“old sport”)

4. How is Gatsby different from his guests?

- He stands apart from them, never really becoming involved in the action even 

though it is his party

- When Nick leaves, he gets an overwhelming sense of loneliness from Gatsby



Task: Reflecting on the opening of the Novel

• CREATE A POSTER to investigate the following tasks

• It must show LOGICAL ORGANISATION – what points do you 
want to make to answer the task, and how will you use 
evidence to back them up?

• Use as much evidence as you would in an essay

• TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR WORK – you are producing study notes 
that will be used by the rest of the class for revision



1. Show how the Great Gatsby makes important use of more than one location. 
Discuss how the use of different locations allows the novelist to develop the 
central concerns of the text. 

2. Show how the opening of Gatsby is crafted to seize the reader’s attention. 
Explain in detail how the impact of the opening is created, and go on to 
evaluate how successfully it develops from its opening

3. Show why Nick could be considered an unreliable narrator. Think about his 
position as a character AND a narrator, and focus on key points of the novel. 

4. Show the wide range of ways the novel highlights the difference in classes in the 
novel. 

Task: Plan and write a full critical essay on one of the following topics.

Deadline: Wednesday 18th November

Reflecting on the opening of the Novel



Chapter 4 - Summary

- Gatsby invites Nick into his world, and tells him of his past

- More signs that Gatsby is something of a show

- Wolfsheim

- We “learn” how Gatsby became rich 

- We learn about Gatsby’s love for Daisy



List of guests that visit Gatsby’s party. East Egg – Endives (French), Abrams 
(English) - aristocratic

West Egg – McCarty – the names of Irish 
immigrants

‘It was a rich cream colour, bright with 
nickel . . . and terraced with a labyrinth of 
wind-shields that mirrored a dozen suns.’ 
(41) Gatsby’s car

- yellow, vibrant, garish, showy, flashy – a 
very public display of wealth/status

‘I had talked with him perhaps half a dozen 
times in the past few months and found, to 
my disappointment, that he had little to 
say.’ (70)

Chapter 4



‘it was all true. I saw the skins of tigers 
flaming in his palace on the Grand Canal; I 
saw him opening a chest of rubies to ease, 
with their crimson-lighted depths, the 
gnawings of his broken heart.’ (43)

Nick has just said he was skeptical to the 
point of finding Gatsby ridiculous. 
Suddenly he changes to being in awe of 
Gatsby’s stories – Nick being inconsistent 
again

‘ ‘I’m going to make a big request of you 
today,’ . . . ‘so I thought you ought to know 
something about me. I didn’t want you to 
think I was just some nobody.’ ’ (43)

Gatsby is anxious about coming across as 
wealthy – it is the heart of his plan to win 
back Daisy. He believes wealth is the path 
to his true love, and this is what all his 
parties are about. 

‘ ‘Anything can happen now that we’ve 
slid over this bridge’…..Even Gatsby could 
happen.’ (75)

It’s interesting that the further west we go, 
the more convincing Gatsby becomes. 

‘Oggsford man.’ “Gonnegtion” (46) 
(“Oxford”/”connection” – showing 
Wolfsheim’s accent, and that he is an 
immigrant) 

Wolfshiem lunch/World series fixing

What does this tell us about Gatsby’s 
associates? They have come to the country 
recently, with little money, and he has 
obvious gangster connections that help 
him make his money. He made his money 
in underhand ways. This is who Gatsby 
associates with. 



Gatsby/Daisy’s initial relationship.

‘Next day at five o’clock she married Tom 
Buchanan without so much as a shiver.’ 
(49)

Jordan’s story shows Daisy was reluctant 
to marry Tom after reading a letter. Helps 
you understand Gatsby’s motivations –
everything he does seems to be for her. 
Shows Daisy’s feelings may not have been 
the same as Gatsby’s as she was able to 
get over him so quickly – does she only 
care about money then? THIS IS 
IMPORTANT: it shows there is a gap 
between Gatsby’s perception and reality. 
HE WILL ALWAYS HAVE THIS 
MISUNDERSTANDING BECAUSE HE IS NOT 
OF THE SAME CLASS. He is hopeful for her 
love, but the reality shows he is deluded –
which has major implications for our 
understanding of the American Dream. 

‘Then it had not been merely the stars to 
which he had aspired on that June night. 
He came alive to me, delivered suddenly 
from the womb of his purposeless 
splendour’ (51)

The mystery of Gatsby is solved for Nick –
he does everything for Daisy. So in a way 
Daisy represents…

‘He wants her to see his house.’ (51)



‘ ‘There are only the pursued, the 
pursuing, the busy and the tired’ (86)



Chapter 4 – Key Understanding

Task: 

1. Explain the importance of understanding Gatsby’s feelings towards Daisy, in 

terms of understanding his motivation in all areas of his life. What is its 

significance to his character as a whole? What could it represent? Remember the 

wider themes of the American Dream. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING 

TO UNDERSTAND IN THE BOOK. 

2. Nick reacts with disbelief to Gatsby’s story in this section, before finally being 

convinced. Create a timeline of 5 important quotations that show Nick’s disbelief, 

giving full explanations of each. 



Chapter 5 - Summary

- Daisy and Gatsby are reunited for the first time

- Gatsby is shown to be very profoundly affected by Daisy in a variety of 

ways

Q1 – When and why is Gatsby MOST uncomfortable in this chapter?

At about 1 minute to 4, before he meets her, he has a total crisis of 

confidence and belief in himself. Gatsby is most comfortable in being driven, 

and motivated to achieve his dreams. He is uncomfortable when he meets 

Daisy, because he is someone who pursues the dream, he’s never been in a 

place where he can realise it before, and he finds it uncomfortable. If he 

doesn’t have to be driven or motivated anymore, there isn’t any point in 

Gatsby. 

Q2 – Why is Daisy so upset in the scene with the shirts?

It’s been 5 years, and she’s overwhelmed with emotion. She’s upset she 

didn’t wait for Gatsby and they can’t be together. OR is it actually just 

purely upset because she thinks the shirts are beautiful? If read in this 

way, it’s a powerful way for us to understand how superficial Daisy is. 



“a little business on the side, a sort of 
sideline, you understand” (53)

Gatsby is propositioning Nick with illegal 
activities here. Gatsby feels that because 
Nick is doing something for him, he must 
do something for Nick – he thinks that 
everything must be a transaction, like he’s 
doing business – his AD mentality

“Nobody’s coming to tea. It’s too late!” 
(54)

This shows how nervous and 
uncomfortable he is – because Daisy is 
coming. But also because his dream’s 
about to come true and this is not how he 
is used to feeling. 

‘But there was a change in Gatsby that was 
simply confounding. He literally glowed; 
without a word or a gesture of exultation a 
new well-being radiated from him and 
filled the little room’ (57)

Chapter 5



‘He hadn’t once ceased looking at Daisy, 
and I think he revalued everything in his 
house according to the measure of 
response it drew from her well loved eyes.’ 
(59)

He’s spent a long time buying these 
expensive things, but depending on 
whether she likes it or not, he is prepared 
to get rid of it like it’s worthless. 

“Possibly it had occurred to him that the 
colossal significance of that light had now 
vanished forever. Compared to the great 
distance that had separated him from 
Daisy it had seemed very near to her, 
almost touching her. Now, it was a green 
light on a dock. His count of enchanted 
objects had diminished by one.” (60)

The mood changes quickly here. Not as 
hopeful. Now that he has what he wants 
from his dreams (Daisy), the green light 
doesn’t really represent “hope” anymore. 
He appears to finally have everything he 
wants. He should be happy, but instead 
he’s DISENCHANTED. A normal person 
would stay disenchanted and realise his 
dreams don’t live up to what he wanted, 
BUT WHAT MAKES GATSBY A TRAGIC 
CHARACTER is that he keeps deluding 
himself

“‘There must have been moments even 
that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short 
of his dreams – not through her own fault, 
but because of the colossal vitality of his 
illusion. It had gone beyond her, beyond 
everything . . . No amount of fire or 

If you realise your dreams, you may be 
ultimately disappointed by them. Gatsby 
has built Daisy up so much it is impossible 
for her to live up to  his expectations. Can 
we compare this to the American Dream? 
That the American Dream is something 



‘He had been full of the idea so long, 
dreamed it right through to the end . . . 
Now, in the reaction, he was running 
down like an over-wound clock.’ (99)

‘shirts with stripes and scrolls and plaids in 
coal and apple green …..Suddenly with a 
strained sound, Daisy bent her head into 
the shirts and began to cry stormily. ’ (99)

Add your comments on why you think this 
scene is significant. Why is Daisy upset?



Questions – Chapter 5

1. Explain the change of Gatsby’s character throughout this chapter. 

2. Explain the significance of the green light.

3. Explain the significance of Daisy to Gatsby in this chapter, as seen through the 

eyes of Nick. 



Chapter 6  - Summary

- Gatsby is visited at the beginning of this chapter by some kind of 

celebrity reporter looking for a scoop

- There is an incident that happens at Gatsby’s house: Tom Buchanan 

comes round with two others. They basically come to drink his alcohol

- Gatsby tells Tom he knows his wife

- Tom and Daisy visit Gatsby’s party with Nick

- We finds out where Gatsby really came from



Reporter Shows that Gatsby is probably involved in 
some sort of scandal – he is becoming 
famous – the illusion around him is 
building

James Gatz – Gatsby’s real name
Dan Cody
“extravagantly ambitious”

We come to know Gatsby’s real story. The 
illusion about Gatsby is again shattered for 
us before the end of the book. He grew up 
on a farm, then Cody left him some money, 
which was cheated from him aby a gold-
digger. Cody was his friend and taught him 
to be a gentleman. 

“So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby 
that a seventeen year old boy would be 
likely to invent, AND TO THIS CONCEPTION 
HE WAS FAITHFUL TO THE END.”

This shows that he didn’t grow as a person 
since he created the person he wanted to 
be. It’s almost as if his life is stuck at a 
certain time, and he can’t move on from 
this. In chapter 5, he breaks a clock –
symbolic of being stuck in a certain time. 

Chapter 6



“So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby 
that a seventeen year old boy would be 
likely to invent, AND TO THIS CONCEPTION 
HE WAS FAITHFUL TO THE END.”

This shows that Gatsby did not grow a lot 
as a person since he created this 
“conception”. It’s almost as if his life is 
stuck at a certain time, and he can’t move 
on from this

“You can’t repeat the past.” (Nick)
“Why of course you can!” (Gatsby) (70)

“He talked a lot about the past, and I 
gathered that he wanted to recover 
something, some idea of himself perhaps, 
that had gone into loving Daisy. His life had 
been confused and disordered since then, 
but if he could return to a certain starting 
place and go over it slowly, he could find 
out what that thing was”. A lot of what 
Gatsby says is obsessed with the past. 



Gatsby’s reaction to his 3 visitors who “invite” 
him to dinner (Tom and 2 others)
“My god, I believe the man’s coming.” (Tom)

The visitors don’t really invite Gatsby 
to dinner, but he doesn’t understand 
this – he totally misreads the 
situation. In general, he has a slightly 
immature reading of social situations 
– his emotional growth was stunted 
when he latched onto this identity in 
his teens. 

Daisy’s (real) reaction to the party: 
“She was appalled by West Egg.” (Nick)

Daisy thought West Egg was trashy, 
vulgar, tacky, etc. For all Gatsby ideas 
about Daisy, and for everything he 
does for her – this quote shows that 
they are ultimately incompatible with 
very different value systems. THEY 
CAN NEVER WORK. It shows that 
money can’t buy the status to which 
Daisy belongs. 



‘ ‘I feel far away from her,’ he said. “It’s 
hard to make her understand.’’ (70)

At the and of the party, Gatsby says this. 
Gatsby is feeling disappointed almost, 
things weren’t as monumental as he had 
hoped. Is Gatsby’d dream living up to 
realisty? No. Since the first meeting, the 
dream hasn’t matched up with reality –
something that Nick noticed right away. 
As soon as his dream is realized, it is 
disappointing. 

‘He broke off and began to walk up and 
down a desolate path of fruit rinds and 
discarded favours and crushed flowers’ 
(70)

The waste from the party takes on a new 
significance to the discarded orange peels 
of an earlier chapter. How? Just as the 
withered flowers were once full of life, so is 
his dream dying and fading away before his 
eyes. Foreshadowing: we can see his 
dream is coming to an end. 

‘I never loved you’ = what Gatsby wants 
Daisy to say to Tom (70)

Gatsby has no comprehension of how 
unlikely Daisy is to say this to Tom. He is 
deluded, and expects too much from her. 
Perhaps you could do this from a new 
money background, but Daisy’s 
background would never allow it. 



‘Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, 
sprang from his Platonic conception of 
himself .’ (105)

‘Tell him we couldn’t wait, will you?’ (110)

‘She was appalled by West Egg . . . She saw 
something awful in the very simplicity she 
failed to understand. (114)

Chapter 6



‘ ‘I feel far away from her,’ he said. It’s 
hard to make her understand.’’ (116)

‘He wanted nothing less of Daisy than that 
she should go to Tom and say: ‘I never 
loved you’ After she had obliterated four 
years with that sentence they could decide 
upon more practical measures to be taken. 
One of them was that, after she was free, 
they were to go back to Louisville and be 
married from her house – just as if it were 
five years ago. (117)



‘He broke off and began to walk up and down 
a desolate path of fruit rinds and discarded 
favours and crushed flowers’ (117)

‘ ‘Can’t repeat the past?’ he cried incredulously. 
‘Why of course you can!.’’(117)

‘ ‘I’m going to fix everything just the way it was 
before,’ he said, nodding determinedly. ‘She’ll 
see.’’ (117)

‘He talked a lot about the past, and I gathered 
that he wanted to recover something, some 
idea of himself perhaps, that had gone into 
loving Daisy. His life had been confused and 
disordered since then, but if he could return to 
a certain starting place and go over it slowly, he 
could find out what that thing was …’



Questions – Chapter 6

1. How truthful was Gatsby when he relayed the story of his life to Nick earlier in the 

book? What effect on the story does it have to tell the story of James Gatz at this 

point in the novel – remember we’re not at the end of the book yet?

2. Describe strange meeting at Gatsby’s house. What does this meeting reveal 

about Gatsby?

3. Why did Daisy and Tom find Gatsby's party loathsome?

4. How successful did Gatsby feel his party was? Why do you think this was? 

5. Nick tells Gatsby that "you can't repeat the past", and Gatsby replies, "Why of 

course you can!" Explain in full what you understand these comments reveal 

about Gatsby. 



Chapter 7 - Summary

- Everything is coming out in the open about Daisy and Gatsby

- Nick and Gatsby visit the Buchanan’s house, and the atmosphere is very 

awkward. 

- PATHETIC FALLACY – the weather changes with the mood. The hot 

weather makes everything heightened in tension, more sweaty and 

awkward

- They go to town and Gatsby tries to get Daisy to admit she has never 

loved Tom, but she can’t admit that she never loved him. Did she ever love 

Gatsby? 

- Daisy and Gatsby leave, feeling like their relationship is over. Gatsby acts 

defeated, and put in his place

- Daisy drives Gatsby home, and they hit and kill Myrtle. She runs out on the 

road thinking it is Tom. 

- Tom and the other stop on their way back, and he says to Wilson that it 

was Gatsby: 

- Tom and Daisy seem to make a start at rebuilding things

- The final image is of Gatsby hiding in the bushes, on his own. 



Gatsby’s whole performance “had fallen in 
like a card house at the disapproval in her 
eyes” (72)

Gatsby has finished with his parties 
because Daisy doesn’t like them. His 
house now seems private, empty, dark, 
lifeless – “Is Mr Gatsby sick?”

‘’Her voice is full of money.’ . . . That was 
the inexhaustible charm that rose and fell 
in it, the jingle of it, the cymbals’ song of it 
. . .High in a white palace the king’s 
daughter, the golden girl . . .’ (76)

The mystery of Daisy’s voice is solved. 
Gatsby earned his money from the 
bootlegging business, but with Daisy is old 
money, she was born into it, it is part of 
her – she exudes it – and people are 
attracted to her because of it

“I stared at him and then at Tom, who had 
made a parallel discovery less than an hour 
before – and it occurred to me that there 
was no difference between men, in 
intelligence or race, so profound as the 
difference between the sick and the 
well.”(70)

Perhaps Fitzgerald’s commentary on the 
whole book

Chapter 7



“there’re things between Daisy and I that 
you’ll never know”
‘ ‘She’s not leaving me!’ . . . ‘Certainly not 
for a common swindler who’d have to steal 
the ring he put on her finger.’’ (85 – Tom 
speaking to Gatsby)

Tom’s tone: very commanding, strong 
tone – shows is that Tom has very strong 
confidence in himself. Gatsby until now 
has been the one seen to have extreme 
confidence. 

Remember Tom “allows” Gatsby to take 
Daisy home, showis his confidence and 
that he has “won” this battle. Why has he 
won? Even though Gatsby has “made it” 
in terms of money, this shows that old 
money will always triumph – A VERY 
CYNICAL MESSAGE

‘But with every word she was drawing 
further and further into herself . . . and only 
the dead dream fought on as the afternoon 
slipped away, trying to touch what was no 
longer tangible, struggling unhappily, 
undespairingly, toward that lost voice across 
the room. (86)

This helps us understand that Daisy and 
Gatsby were only ever a dream, and she 
would never leave where she comes from. 
THIS IS THE SCENE WHERE THE AMERICAN 
DREAM IS DESTROYED



“death car” (88)
The car is symbolic of mass 
production, wealth, greed, desire, 
mass-consumeridm, and the new 
consumerist society. Myrtle really 
wanted wealth and status, and to 
surround herself with this=ngs that 
showed this (18-19) – she sees a dog 
in the street and wants to buy it. She 
buys the dog impulsively, like she has 
to buy SOMETHING, anything. Her life 
is defined by wealth and material 
possessions. It is therefore highly 
ironic that she is killed by a car, by her 
own desires. It is as if materialism 
brings only  misery. 

Daisy  was driving, “but of course I’ll say I was” 
(92) 



They weren’t happy . . . And yet they weren’t 
unhappy either. There was an unmistakable air 
of natural intimacy about the picture, and 
anybody would have said that they were 
conspiring together.’ (93)

It depends on how you define 
“natural” – either they were really in 
love all along, and would never be 
separated, or it was natural for them 
to be together because of their 
backgrounds

Gatsby anticipates “brutality” from Tom 
towards Daisy (92), but Nick feels this is 
completely unlikely. 

Gatsby again seems out of touch with 
what’s going on, misreading the real 
situation (“emotionally stunted”), and 
out of touch with reality 

“So I walked away and left him standing there 
in the moonlight, watching over nothing” (93)

What is this nothing? Nothing in terms 
of his love for Daisy? Or a “nothing” 
situation that he imagines? Or is the 
whole object of his desire, Daisy, his 
dream, in fact an illusion/nothing as 
well? His relationship with Daisy is 
over but he won’t accept it



‘So the whole caravansary had fallen in 
like a card house at the disapproval in her 
eyes.’ (120)

‘’Her voice is full of money.’ . . . That was 
the inexhaustible charm that rose and fell 
in it, the jingle of it, the cymbals’ song of it 
. . .High in a white palace the king’s 
daughter, the golden girl . . .’ (126)

I stared at him and then at Tom, who had 
made a parallel discovery less than an hour 
before – and it occurred to me that there 
was no difference between men, in 
intelligence or race, so profound as the 
difference between the sick and the well.’ 
(130)

Chapter 7



‘ ‘ I suppose the latest thing is to sit back and 
let Mr Nobody from Nowhere make love to 
your wife . . .Nowadays people begin by 
sneering at family life ad family institutions, 
and next they’ll throw everything overboard 
and have intermarriage between black and 
white.’’ (136)

‘ ‘She’s not leaving me!’ . . . ‘Certainly not for a 
common swindler who’d have to steal the ring 
he put on her finger.’’ (140)

‘But with every word she was drawing further 
and further into herself . . . and only the dead 
dream fought on as the afternoon slipped away, 
trying to touch what was no longer tangible, 
struggling unhappily, undespairingly, toward 
that lost voice across the room. (141)

‘They were gone, without a word, snapped out, 
made accidental, isolated, like ghosts, even 
from our pity.’ (141)



‘So we drove on toward death through the 
cooling twilight’ (142)

‘Myrtle Wilson, her life violently extinguished, 
knelt in the road and mingled her thick dark 
blood with the dust’ (144)

‘He spoke as if Daisy’s reaction was the only 
thing that mattered.’ (150)

‘ ‘Yes,’ he said after a moment, ‘but of course 
I’ll say I was.’’ (150)



‘They weren’t happy . . . And yet they weren’t 
unhappy either. There was an unmistakable air 
of natural intimacy about the picture, and 
anybody would have said that they were 
conspiring together.’ (152)

‘So I walked away and left him standing there in 
the moonlight – watching over nothing.’ (152)



Questions – Chapter 7

1. Describe fully how Daisy and Gatsby’s relationship changes in this chapter

2. 4.To what extent is it significant that Myrtle is killed by a car?

3. Describe the fight between Gatsby and Tom. Describe how Tom changes from 

beginning to end of the argument, and how Gatsby changes also. 

4. Compare George Wilson and Tom. What did each man learn about his wife and 

how did they each react?



Chapter 8 - Summary

- We learn Gatsby’s full story in the beginning of this chapter

- We learn in full the nature of Gatsby and Daisy’s relationship

- Nick rejects Jordan in this chapter – probably the first man ever to do so. 

This perhaps shows that he has a stronger will now than earlier in the 

novel – he has grown as a character. 

- Nick seems to sense that there is something wrong, or bad going to 

happen in this chapter

- Gatsby is killed by Wilson in this chapter



(94) (When asked about the possibility of 
going away) “He wouldn’t consider it. He 
couldn’t possibly leave Daisy until he 
knew what she was going to do. He was 
clutching to some last hope”

Daisy and Gatsby’s relationship: (95) “he 
let her believe that he was a person from 
much the same strata as herself”

(95) “Daisy, gleaming like silver”

Chapter 8



‘I have an idea that Gatsby himself didn’t 
believe it would come, and perhaps he no 
longer cared. If that was true he must have felt 
that he had lost the old warm world, paid a 
high price for living too long with a single 
dream.’ (103)

- He left his car in the garage, he doesn’t 
flaunt it anymore. 

- ‘He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky 
through frightening leaves and shivered as 
he found what a grotesque thing a rose is 
and how raw the sunlight was upon the 
scarcely created grass. A new world, 
material without being real, where poor 
ghosts, breathing dreams like air, drifted 
fortuitously about … like that ashen, 
fantastic figure gliding towards him through 
the amorphous trees.’ (103)



‘ ‘You may fool me, but you can’t fool God.’ . . . 
Michaelis saw with a shock that he was 
looking at the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg, 
which had just emerged, pale and enormous, 
from the dissolving night.’ (166)

‘I have an idea that Gatsby himself didn’t 
believe it would come, and perhaps he no 
longer cared. If that was true he must have felt 
that he had lost the old warm world, paid a 
high price for living too long with a single 
dream.’ (168)

‘He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky 
through frightening leaves and shivered as he 
found what a grotesque thing a rose is and how 
raw the sunlight was upon the scarcely created 
grass.’ (168)



‘It was this night that he told me the 
strange story of his youth with Dan Cody –
told it to me because ‘Jay Gatsby’ had 
broken up like glass against Tom’s hard 
malice.’ (154)

‘It excited him too, that many men had 
already loved Daisy – it increased her value 
in his eyes.’ (154)

‘Gatsby was overwhelmingly aware of the 
youth and mystery that wealth imprisons 
and preserves, of he freshness of many 
clothes, and of Daisy, gleaming like silver, 
safe and proud above the hot struggles of 
the poor.’ (156)

Chapter 8



‘She wanted her life shaped now, immediately 
– and the decision must be made by some 
force – of love, of money, of unquestionable 
practicality – that was close to hand.’ (157)

‘ ‘They’re a rotten crowd,’ I shouted across the 
lawn. ‘You’re worth the whole damm bunch put 
together.’ I was always glad I said that . . ., 
because I disapproved of him from beginning to 
end.’ (160)

‘The lawn and drive had been crowded with the 
faces of those who guessed at his corruption –
and he had stood on those steps, concealing his 
incorruptible dream, as he waved them 
goodbye. (160)



‘ ‘You may fool me, but you can’t fool God.’ . . . 
Michaelis saw with a shock that he was 
looking at the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg, 
which had just emerged, pale and enormous, 
from the dissolving night.’ (166)

‘I have an idea that Gatsby himself didn’t 
believe it would come, and perhaps he no 
longer cared. If that was true he must have felt 
that he had lost the old warm world, paid a 
high price for living too long with a single 
dream.’ (168)

‘He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky 
through frightening leaves and shivered as he 
found what a grotesque thing a rose is and how 
raw the sunlight was upon the scarcely created 
grass.’ (168)



‘ ‘You may fool me, but you can’t fool God.’ . . . 
Michaelis saw with a shock that he was 
looking at the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg, 
which had just emerged, pale and enormous, 
from the dissolving night.’ (166)

‘I have an idea that Gatsby himself didn’t 
believe it would come, and perhaps he no 
longer cared. If that was true he must have felt 
that he had lost the old warm world, paid a 
high price for living too long with a single 
dream.’ (168)

‘He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky 
through frightening leaves and shivered as he 
found what a grotesque thing a rose is and how 
raw the sunlight was upon the scarcely created 
grass.’ (168)



Questions – Chapter 8

1. To what extent do you believe Gatsby has “given up” at this point? Why do you 

think this? Use evidence

2. How does Fitzgerald achieve a melancholic mood in the beginning of this 

chapter?

3. How does Nick's statement "You're worth the whole bunch put together" show a 

change in Nick from the beginning of the novel?

4. How does T. J. Eckleberg affect Mr. Wilson in this chapter?



Chapter 9 - Summary

- Nick reflects on Gatsby’s funeral

- The chapter opens with a description of the rumours and media hysteria 

surrounding Gatsby’s death. 

- We are introduced to Gatsby’s father: he acts proud of his son and the 

wealth he has managed to accrue

- Nicks dumps Jordan – the first man ever to do so

- Nick also finds out that Tom told Wilson that Gatsby was driving the car, 

so is indirectly responsible for his death



Nick receives a call from someone who 
obviously used to enjoy Gatsby’s parties: 
“I called up about a pair of shoes I left 
there … I’m sort of helpless without them” 
(108)

Shows us how selfish his guests, and how 
they just used Gatsby. They are 
unconcerned with the death of the man 
himself. Also highlights the importance 
people put in this society on material 
possessions – like they can’t live without 
them. 

“His pride in his son and his son’s 
possessions was continually increasing” 
(109)

Gatsby’s father is upset, but is also very 

impressed by his wealth. He seems to grow 

prouder of Gatsby as he sees more of his 

estate. Is he more proud of his wealth than 

he is sad at Gatsby’s death? 

Gatsby’s “Schedule” (110)
- “Save $3.00 per week”
- “Practise elocution, poise and how to 

attain it”

An almost day-by-day plan of what Gatsby 

as a young man was going to do to improve 

himself, written inside on the adventure-

hero books he read as a youngster. From a 

very young age it shows he was very 

determined and driven, with an 

unbelievable motivation. 

Chapter 9



“I tried to think about Gatsby for a minute, but 
he was already too far away” (111)

Nick tries to picture Gatsby in his mind, 

but he can’t quite manage it. Was he 

really a close friend then? But it’s 

almost like Gatsby is fading away like a 

dream, reinforcing our understanding 

of how withdrawn from reality Gatsby 

was? 

“Gravely, the men turn in at a house – the 
wrong house. But no one knows the woman’s 
name, and no one cares.” (112)

Nick philosophising about the changing 

nature of America at the end of the 

book. This image of the houses is kind 

of that suburban white-picket fence. 

Nick is talking about selfishness and 

materialism, the uniformity of the 

American Dream (the uniform look of 

he white picket fence “at once 

conventional and grotesque”). The 

dream is becoming a kind of 

nightmarish vision of the future – of a 

vision of America becoming more and 

more “plasticky” and fake as the years 

go on. A dystopian vision of the future. 

“for a transitory enchanted moment man must 
have held his breath in the presence of his 

Nick is thinking here about America as 
the first ever settlers must have seen it 



“for a transitory enchanted moment man must 
have held his breath in the presence of his 
continent, compelled into an aesthetic 
contemplation he neither understood nor 
desired.” 
“I became aware of the old island here that 
flowered once for Dutch sailors’ eyes – a fresh, 
green breast of the new world” 
“face to face for the last time in history with 
something commensurate to his capacity for 
wonder” (112)

Nick is thinking here about America as 
the first ever settlers must have seen it 
– the appearance of America, 
aesthetically, which they weren’t 
expecting. The original settlers must 
have thought what “ a fresh, green 
breast of the new world” – what a 
world of opportunity and potential, in 
its fertility. It was awe-inspiring, and a 
land of opportunity. He is imagining, 
basically, that the first ever impression 
that Europeans had of America was 
that it was attractive, and desirable. 
It’s almost as if the first time man saw 
America, he viewed it as a commodity 
to be exploited and sold. The 
implications of this are that the very 
basis of American society paved the 
way for one obsessed with money, 
capitalism, and mass-consumerism. 



“Gatsby believed in the green light, the 
orgiastic future that year by year recedes 
before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no 
matter – tomorrow we will run faster, stretch 
out our arms further … And one fine morning –
”

The green light represents hope, and 

aspirations for us. The future, full of 

potential, stretches out before us, but 

at the same time, our dreams move 

away from us as we move towards 

them. As we grow up, our real dreams 

are unattainable, but this doesn’t put 

us off, we’re still going to run towards 

these dreams for the rest of our lives –

“we will run faster, stretch or arms out 

further” – they drive us to push 

ourselves, even though our dreams are 

unattainable. And then one fine 

morning, we will die. 

“So we beat on, boats against the current, 
borne back ceaselessly into the past.”

Metaphor: our lives stay on the same 

track, the dream escapes us, but we 

struggle on, staying behind the future 

we want. But we will never reach this 

future. 









‘I wanted to get someone for him.’ (171)

‘His eyes leaked continuously with 
excitement . . . When he looked around 
him now for the first time and saw the 
height and splendor of the hall and the 
great rooms opening out from it into other 
rooms , his grief began to be mixed with an 
awed pride.’ (174)

‘What I called up about was a pair of shoes 
I left there. I wonder if it’d be too much 
trouble to have the butler send them on.’ 
(176)

Chapter 9



‘When I left his office the sky had turned dark 
and I got back to West Egg in a drizzle.’ (179)

‘His pride in his son and his son’s possessions 
was continually increasing and now he had 
something to show me . . . It was a photograph 
of the house, cracked in the corners and dirty 
with many hands . . . I think it was more real to 
him now than the house itself.’ (179)

Gatsby’s log. (180)



‘The rain at Gatsby’s funeral.’ (182)

‘Why, my God! they used to go there by the 
hundreds.’ (182)

‘perhaps we possessed some deficiency in 
common which made us subtly unadaptable to 
Eastern life. (183)



‘The rain at Gatsby’s funeral.’ (182)

‘Why, my God! they used to go there by the 
hundreds.’ (182)

‘After Gatsby’s death the East was haunted for 
me like that, distorted beyond my eye’s power 
of correction.’ (183)



‘Well I met another bad driver, didn’t I? I mean 
it was careless of me to make such a wrong 
guess. I thought you were rather an honest, 
straightforward person. I thought it was your 
secret pride.’ (185)

‘They were careless people, Tom and Daisy –
they smashed up things and creatures and then 
retreated back into their money or their vast 
carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them 
together, and let other people clean up the 
mess they had made.’ (186)

‘huge incoherent failure of a house.’ (187)



‘Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic 
future that year by year recedes before us. It 
eluded us then, but that’s no matter –
tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our 
arms farther  . . . And one fine morning – ’ 
(188)



Questions – Chapter 8

1. To what extent do you believe Gatsby has “given up” at this point? Why do you 

think this? Use evidence

2. How does Fitzgerald achieve a melancholic mood in the beginning of this 

chapter?

3. How does Nick's statement "You're worth the whole bunch put together" show a 

change in Nick from the beginning of the novel?

4. How does T. J. Eckleberg affect Mr. Wilson in this chapter?

Questions – Chapter 9

1. How was Jay Gatz's childhood schedule consistent with the adult Gatsby's 

behavior?

2. Who attended Gatsby's funeral? How and why is this significant?

3. Why does Nick call Tom and Daisy "careless people"?

4. Why do you think the narrator dwells so much on the idea of America in the final 

lines of the book? 



Critical Essay tip
1. Introductions

- Link your best explanation of the text to what the question is 
asking you to do

- You can revise this skills with different essay tasks (flashcards) 
to speed up your planning skills

2. Planning

- RSCKSC – learn this (key aspects)

- Practise explaining what is most important about each of 
these key aspects

- Under these aspects, what do we definitely want to mention 
about each one?



2. Planning (Main Body)

- RSCKSC – learn this (key aspects)

- Practise explaining what is most important about each of 
these key aspects

- Under these aspects, what do we definitely want to mention 
about each one?

3. c

-



3. Conclusions

- Imagine you had only one paragraph to answer the essay task. 
What would you say? Say it here. 

4. General Essay Revision – how to get an A

- Practice writing all that you know – your full and best 
understanding – of each of these key aspects. AS YOU WRITE, 
try  to enhance your explanations by showing your wider 
knowledge and understanding of the book (e.g. – if writing 
about Gatsby’s schedule reminds you of something, write 
about this too)

5. Final stage: reread the book and notes. How well you are able 
to do4. depends on how well you know the book



Oh my God you have a lot of 
notes!

Don’t worry, there is a strategy you can use to make sense 

of them



A suggestion for how to revise: 

• You should definitely read through all of your 
notes to revise, BUT EVEN MR REID WOULD 
GET BORED DOING THIS

Mr Reid (at times)



• Task yourself to draw certain notes together 
into useful categories

• USE THIS AS A STRATEGY TO ENGAGE WITH 
YOUR NOTES



Common question types in Higher 
Prose Critical Essay: 

The most common types of prose question in the Critical Essay Question are (in 
prioritised order) on: 

1. Character (Gatsby)

2. Key incidents (the death of Myrtle)

3. Setting (America/The West/East Egg/West Egg)

4. Symbolism 

5. Structure (how Gatsby’s mystery is intensified by the different times details 
about him are revealed in the novel)

6. Relationships

7. Conflict

Revision: Use this list as a way to work through your notes, drawing relevant 
evidence together to demonstrate these things

We will try to do as many as possible in class, BUT THE REST IS UP TO YOU



How essays work at Higher: 

Essays work in two ways at Higher. 

You must always balance what the task is asking 
you to do WITH SHOWING HOW THIS REVEALS 
THE CENTRAL IDEAS OF THE TEXT



YES – YOU ARE CORRECT!!

• The central concern of The Great Gatsby is…



THE AMERICAN DREAM



Task 1: Due Thursday 9th January 
Write a critical essay to explore the many ways 
in which Fitzgerald explores the theme of the 
American Dream. 

YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE AMERICAN 
DREAM WILL BE VITAL TO YOUR ESSAY YOU 

WRITE IN THE EXAM

- You should also be organising your notes to 
show how character, key incidents, setting, etc 
reveal to you the theme of the American Dream. 



Themes – ‘The Great Gatsby’

The Decline of the American Dream

• The Great Gatsby is a highly symbolic critique on 1920s America as a whole, in 

particular the disintegration of the American dream in an era of unprecedented 

prosperity and material excess.

•Fitzgerald portrays the 1920s as an era of decayed social and moral values, evidenced 

in its overarching cynicism, greed, and empty pursuit of pleasure.

• The opulent parties Gatsby throws every Saturday night symbolise the corruption of the 

American dream, as the unrestrained desire for money and pleasure surpassed more 

noble goals (freedom, discovery, individualism, and the pursuit of happiness.)

• Gatsby’s dream (Daisy)  is ruined by the unworthiness of its object, just as the 

American dream in the 1920s is ruined by the unworthiness of its object money and 

pleasure.

•Like 1920s Americans in general, fruitlessly seeking a bygone era in which their dreams 

had value, Gatsby longs to re-create a vanished past—his time in Louisville with Daisy—

but is incapable of doing so. When his dream crumbles, all that is left for Gatsby to do is 

die; all Nick can do is move back to Minnesota, where American values have not 

decayed.



Themes – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Society and Social Class

• Jay Gatsby, the protagonist, is able to attain a certain amount of wealth, but he cannot 

fake education or social behaviors that only come with "old money." 

•West Egg and East Egg, are distinguished also by class. East Egg represents "old 

money" while West Egg represents the nouveau riche. East Eggers consistently look 

down on West Eggers for precisely this fact. Class and wealth are virtually 

indistinguishable from each other, but if a person lacks education, then he is clearly not 

part of the upper echelon (Link to Gatsby’s insistence that he is an oxford man)

•What the East Eggers possesses in taste, however, they seems to lack in heart, as the 

East Eggers prove themselves careless, inconsiderate bullies who are so used to 

money’s ability to ease their minds that they never worry about hurting others.

• In The Great Gatsby, the only element not restricted to one class is unhappiness. All 

members of all classes have this in common (Link to George, Gatsby and Tom’s 

rejection by the woman they love)

•The Buchanans exemplify this stereotype. Gatsby’s good qualities (loyalty and love) 

lead to his death, as he takes the blame for killing Myrtle rather than letting Daisy be 

punished, and the Buchanans’ bad qualities (fickleness and selfishness) allow them to 

remove themselves from the tragedy not only physically but psychologically.



Themes – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Love

• The Great Gatsby does not offer a definition of love, or a contrast between love and 

romance – but it does suggest that what people believe to be love is often only a dream. 

Gatsby thinks he loves Daisy when in fact he loves a memory of her. Daisy, too, thinks 

she loves Gatsby, but she really loves being adored. 

• Love is a source of conflict in The Great Gatsby as well, driving men to fight and 

ultimately causing three deaths. This text seems to argue that there is a violence and 

destruction inherent in love.

• It could be suggested that the only ‘real’ love in ‘The Great Gatsby’ is the love George 

has for Myrtle.



Motifs – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Geography/Setting

•East Egg represents the social elite, West Egg the newly rich, the valley of ashes the 

moral and social decay of America, and New York City the uninhibited, amoral quest for 

money and pleasure. 

•Despite all his money, Gatsby lives in West Egg, suggesting that he has not been able 

to complete his transformation into a member of the social elite. The distance that 

separates him from Daisy lies across the span of water between their houses – the very 

distance between West Egg and East Egg. The barrier between them, then, is one of 

class distinctions.

• The eggs are identical in appearance but there the similarities end. They are worlds 

apart. This symbolises the distance between Daisy and Gatsby, which despite Gatsby’s 

efforts can’t be bridged.



Motifs – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Weather

•The Great Gatsby unfailingly matches the emotional and narrative tone of the story. 

• Gatsby and Daisy’s reunion begins amid a pouring rain, proving awkward and 

melancholy; their love reawakens just as the sun begins to come out. 

• Gatsby’s climactic confrontation with Tom occurs on the hottest day of the summer, 

under the scorching sun.

• Wilson kills Gatsby on the first day of autumn, as Gatsby floats in his pool despite a 

palpable chill in the air—a symbolic attempt to stop time and restore his relationship with 

Daisy to the way it was five years before, in 1917.

• Gatsby’s unattended, ironically small and uncelebrated funeral takes place in the rain. 

His dream/his sunshine is extinguished forever. 
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Symbols – ‘The Great Gatsby’

The Green Light

• Situated at the end of Daisy’s East Egg dock and barely visible from Gatsby’s West 

Egg lawn, the green light represents Gatsby’s hopes and dreams for the future. 

• Gatsby associates it with Daisy, and in Chapter 1 he reaches toward it in the darkness 

as a guiding light to lead him to his goal. Because Gatsby’s quest for Daisy is broadly 

associated with the American dream, the green light also symbolises that more 

generalised ideal. 

• In Chapter 9, Nick compares the green light to how America, rising out of the ocean, 

must have looked to early settlers of the new nation.

The Valley of Ashes

▪ Represents the moral and social decay that results from the uninhibited pursuit of 

wealth, as the rich indulge themselves with regard for nothing but their own pleasure.

▪ The valley of ashes also symbolizes the plight of the poor, like George Wilson, who live 

among the dirty ashes and lose their vitality and significance as a result.



Symbols – ‘The Great Gatsby’

The Eyes of Doctor T.J.Eckleburg

• The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are a pair of fading, bespectacled eyes painted on 

an old advertising billboard over the valley of ashes. 

• They may represent God staring down upon and judging American society as a moral 

wasteland, though the novel never makes this point explicitly. 

• Instead, throughout the novel, Fitzgerald suggests that symbols only have meaning 

because characters instill them with meaning. 

• The connection between the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg and God exists only in 

George Wilson’s grief-stricken mind. This lack of concrete significance contributes to the 

unsettling nature of the image. 



Symbols – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Colour

Yellows and Golds:

• "yellow cocktail music" playing at Gatsby’s party where the turkeys are "bewitched to 

dark gold" and Jordan and Nick sit with "two girls in yellow." It seems clear, then, that 

Gatsby is using these parties to try to fit in with the "old money" crowd. 

•When Gatsby is finally going to see Daisy again at Nick’s house, he wears a gold tie. 

• While Gatsby buys a yellow car to further promote his facade, he’s really not fooling 

anyone. 

• Daisy, who is only called "the golden girl" once Gatsby realizes that her voice, her main 

feature, is "full of money." 

•Yellow is not just the color of money, but also of destruction. Yellow is the color of the 

car that runs down Myrtle. The glasses of Eckleburg, looking over the wasteland of 

America, are yellow. This dual symbolism clearly associates money with destruction; the 

ash heaps are the filthy result of the decadent lifestyle led by the rich.



Symbols – ‘The Great Gatsby’

Colour

Grey:

• Then there is the lack of color presented in the grey ash heaps. If the ash heaps are associated 

with lifelessness and barrenness, and grey is associated with the ash heaps, anyone described as 

grey is going to be connected to barren lifelessness. 

• Wilson: "When anyone spoke to him he invariably laughed in an agreeable colorless way." 

Wilson’s face is "ashen." His eyes are described as "pale" and "glazed." 

• It is then no coincidence that Wilson is the bearer of lifelessness, killing Gatsby among yellow 

leaved trees, which is associated with destruction.

Green:

• Hopeful, the future, vitality and freshness. Nick also describes the "fresh, green breast of the new 

world," the new world being this land as Nick imagines it existed hundreds of years before. 

• The new world might be green, but when Nick imagines Gatsby’s future without Daisy, he sees "a 

new world, material without being real, where poor ghosts, breathing dreams like air, drifted 

fortuitously about...like that ashen fantastic figure gliding toward him through the amorphous trees.” 

•Is he driving on toward grey, ashen death through the twilight, or reaching out for a bright, fresh 

green future across the water?



Essay Questions – ‘The Great Gatsby’

1. Choose a novel or short story in which technique (such as symbolism) is used by the author 

and is, in your view, vital to the success of the text.

Explain how the author employs this technique and why, in your opinion, it is so important to 

your appreciation of the text.

2. Choose a novel or short story which reaches a climax which you find dramatic or moving or 

disturbing. 

Explain how the writer achieves the effect and discuss how it contributes to your appreciation 

of the text as a whole.

3. Choose a novel or short story in which the fate of a main character is important in conveying 

the writer’s theme.

Explain what you consider the theme to be and discuss how effectively the fate of the 

character conveys it.

4. Choose a novel or short story in which the central character’s failure to understand the reality 

of his or her situation is an important feature of the text. 

Explain how the writer makes you aware of this failure and show how it is important to your 

appreciation of the text as a whole.

5. Choose a novel in which a key incident involves rejection or disappointment or loss.

Describe briefly the key incident and assess its significance to the text as a whole. 


