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PASSAGE 1 

 

This article is taken from The Times newspaper and centres on the issue  

of whether prison is the right place for young people who commit crimes. 

 

As Learco Chindamo is about to be released claiming to be reformed, Harriet 

Sergeant finds jail is also working wonders on her hoodlum friend Tuggy Tug. 

 

1 ‘Hari, I am in prison, call me in a hot minute.” I was standing in a garden 

centre when I got the message – an unlikely one for a middle-aged, middle-

class woman to receive while choosing a rose bush. Tuggy Tug is the leader  

of a Brixton gang whom I befriended two years ago. Now he had been arrested  

5 for stealing mobile phones. He had just turned 18 and this was his first time 

‘in a big man’s prison’. His voice turned desperate: “Why aren’t you picking 

up your phone, Hari?” 

      My heart sank. Like half of all prisoners under the age of 25, Tuggy Tug 

has been in care. Despite the £2∙5 billion the government spends on the care                     

10 system, nobody had got him employment or training. Now it sounded as if he 

had graduated from one expensive and failing institution into another: 80% of 

prisoners under 25 re-offend within 12 months of getting out of prison, where 

it costs £38,000 a year to keep them. 

     How effective is prison? Very, according to Learco Chindamo, who, aged  

15        15, fatally stabbed the Headteacher Philip Lawrence. In press reports last week 

Chindamo said that being in jail had transformed him. After serving 14 years 

of a life sentence and on the verge of being released, he claimed to be a 

reformed character who wanted only to live a “quiet and decent life.” Might  

Tuggy Tug’s experience of being locked up turn out to be as positive? 

20      I phoned the prison to arrange a visit. The line remained engaged. I tried 

the main switchboard. No it was not broken, said the operator, just busy. “It’s 

a terrible system,” she added. Crusher, a former armed robber who helps me 

with research and had been at the same jail, shook his head and said of Tuggy 

Tug: ”He’s got a mouth on him. They’ll be taking him down in all different  

25 ways. And he’s only little.” 

      I began to ring 5-10 times a day. After 4 days a woman picked up. She 

denied knowledge of Tuggy Tug. Sometimes they were turned away at the 

gate, she added, and bused elsewhere. No, she had no idea where. I begged her 

to look again. Surely he could not just disappear. I felt like a Russian trying to 

30 track down a relative in the gulag. “There’s nothing here,” she said. “It is like 

he does not exist.” 

      Unlike in the gulag, I could write to the prison governor, who apologised 

for my “visitor’s experience”. Shortly after, Crusher got through and arranged 

a visit. Tuggy Tug had magically appeared. 

35      it was not the end of the ordeal. In the prison visitors’ centre, we stood in 

queues mystified by the system. What items, for example, could we leave for 

Tuggy Tug? I was not the only one confused. In front of me, a retired couple 

in matching chinos were almost in tears. “But he has to have shower slippers,” 

they said to the prison officer. Their minds boggled at a life without shower  

40 slippers – never mind the soap box and framed family photograph the officer 

now rejected. By the time it came to the mouth search for drugs, I opened 

mine without a murmur. 
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In the hall the prison officer looked down his list then pursed his lips. 

“Never heard of him, are you sure he’s in this prison?” Beyond, at a table,  

45 grinning fit to burst, sat Tuggy Tug. 

     I had expected to find him flattened by a system that had defeated me. I 

had underestimated the desperation of his previous existence. Tuggy Tug 

now glowed with happiness and health. 

  Yes, like any boy new to boarding school, the first days had been  

50 trying. Three guards had sat on him. He had been put into solitary. Then he  

had to prove himself to the other inmates. He explained: “My rating was 

this low before,” his hand hovered just off the floor. He beamed: ”Now it’s 

high, fam.” 

     That was not his only achievement. He had a job in the kitchen and was 

       55 Doing an NVQ in catering. Before he went to prison, charmed by his       

brightness and enthusiasm I had tried to find Tuggy Tug a job. Now he had 

one. “All that time I was trying to find work on the outside,” he said, “and 

I get it in prison.” 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 1 

 

1. In your own words as far as possible, give three reasons why this was an unusual call  

 for Hari to receive?                  3U 

 

2. Explain who Tuggy Tug is and what has happened to him.      2U 

 

3. Read lines 5-7. Show how the writer’s word choice emphasises Tuggy Tug’s  

 vulnerability.           3A 

 

4. Show how the language in the second paragraph highlights the author’s concerns over  

 the prison system.          4A 

 

5. Why does the writer begin paragraph three with a question?     2U 

 

6. Using your own words as far as possible, explain who Learco Chindamo is and why he  

 was put in prison.          3U 

 

7. Read lines 24 and 25. Using your own words explain what Crusher is trying to say will  

 be happening to Tuggy Tug.         3U 

 

8.  How effective is the imagery used in lines 29 and 30 to convey the writer’s feelings of helplessness. 

           3A 

 

9. How does the language used in line 34 convey the writer’s tone?    2A 

 

10. In your opinion, why has the writer chosen to include the details in lines 35-41 for the  

  purposes of this article?                  3U/E 

 

11. How effective do you find the ideas and language of the final paragraph as a conclusion  

 to the passage as a whole?         2E 

 

 

        

                 Total: 30 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pegasys 2010 

 

PASSAGE 2 

 

 

This passage has been adapted from an article in The Sunday Times and sees 

journalist Margarette Driscoll ask the question, “What is behind the rise of the cotton-

wool kids?” 

 

 

1 Megan Davies has what is traditionally thought to be an idyllic childhood. She 

is the youngest of three in a lively, happy family, living on Rose Dew Farm in 

the picturesque Vale of Glamorgan, a mile from the beach. It’s surprising, then, 

to hear Megan’s mother Gaynor say:”If you took all this fuss seriously, I  

5 should have been locked up and the key thrown away years ago.” 

      Gaynor’s crime? Megan, 10, is a “free-range” child, allowed to roam the 

fields and surrounding countryside. She has been left on her own intermittently 

since she was two and a half years old. Megan’s mother isn’t always there to 

pick her up when she gets off the bus from school, so she walks the mile home, 

10 either with her sister Delana, 11, or alone. She does not have a mobile phone. “I 

don’t have regular hours. If I’m not at the bus stop when she gets there she 

doesn’t panic and if she’s not there I don’t panic either. I know she’ll turn up in 

an hour or so,” says Gaynor. “If she needs to do anything like get her hair 

trimmed, she’ll go into the hairdresser’s. She’s very independent. She doesn’t  

15 wait there, crying and looking pathetic. 

   Gaynor, interestingly, is a trained Norland nanny and quick to point out the 

increased level of responsibility inherent in looking after someone else’s 

children, when “you have got to answer for every graze, bruise, scratch and 

everything else”. But where her own three children are concerned, she has  

20 always taken a relaxed – what some people might think lax – approach to child-

rearing to foster her children’s sense of independence. She has been lucky in 

two respects: Megan has never come to any harm and Gaynor has not attracted 

criticism from neighbours and other parents at her children’s schools. Unlike 

Oliver and Gillian Schonrock, who recently set off a nationwide debate on child 

25 safety and parental rights. 

      The Schonrocks have got into trouble for allowing their eight-year-old 

daughter and five-year-old son to cycle, unsupervised, the mile from their home 

in Dulwich, south London, to the £12,000-a-year Alleyn’s junior school. After a 

number of disapproving fellow parents voiced concerns about the children’s 

30 safety, the couple were hauled in by the headmaster, Mark O’Donnell, and told 

that it was inappropriate to let children so young make their way to school alone. 

      They are now under threat of being referred to social services under guidance 

issued by the former Department for Children, Schools and Families that  

35 compels a school to act if it ‘believes or suspects that a child may be suffering, 

or is likely to suffer significant harm’. Public opinion on this issue has been 

divided. Whereas many people pointed out they had cycled or walked to school 

at the same age, others were outraged at the thought of social services being 

involved or at parental authority being questioned. But, there was also unease 

40 at the thought of an eight-year-old being made responsible for a younger sibling: 

“If (God forbid) one of the children was seriously injured or killed in an 

accident on the way to school, you can bet your bottom dollar the responses 
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would be, ‘What the hell were they doing going to school on their own at that 

age?’ 

45      The Schonrocks are unrepentant. They have no quarrel with the school – 

they completely accept that the headmaster was obliged to act once a complaint 

had been made – but they are baffled by the furore the case has caused. “The 

only risk bureaucrats seem to be happy with is zero risk,” said Oliver Schonrock, 

still ‘shocked’ at the family home coming under siege from  

50 reporters and film crews. 

      The schonrock case has flagged up how difficult it can be to make relatively 

simple decisions for your children in an age of child protection and helicopter 

parenting. How do you assess danger? How much freedom should your children 

be allowed? And what is permissible in the hypercritical eyes of other parents? 

55      Who needs social services when middle-class parents are so keen to police 

each other? It’s no accident that the row over the Schonrocks’ children blew up 

at a competitive private school, says Frank Furedi, professor of sociology at 

Kent University and the author of ‘Paranoid Parenting’, a denunciation of the 

safety at all costs that has produced a generation of so-called ‘cotton-wool 

60 kids’. 

      “This began with other parents, it always does,” he says. “There’s a child 

protection imperative that turns something like this into a heavy-duty issue but, 

really, it’s about competitive parenting. Increasingly, parenting has become 

detached from child-rearing. Child-rearing is just bringing up kids, making  

65 sure there is food on the table. ‘Parenting’ has become a lifestyle choice. We 

live our lives through our parenting so if someone adopts a different strategy 

with their children, it isn’t just what they do, it’s a condemnation of my lifestyle 

and my choices. At the sort of school the Schonrocks’ children go to, it’s civil 

war. The parents don’t like the idea that someone else’s child might be more 

70 adventurous or more capable than theirs.” 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 2 

 

 

1. Briefly describe the mood created in lines 1-3.       2U 

 

2. How do Gaynor’s comments in lines 4 and 5 contrast with the rest of paragraph one? 2U 

 

3.  In line 6 Megan is described as a ‘free-range’ child. How effective is this description? 2A 

 

4. What does the word ‘intermittently’ mean?       1U 

 

5. Read paragraph 2 . List three things about Megan which make her seem very independent. 3U 

 

6. Read lines 21-23. Using your own words, explain why Gaynor has been ‘lucky’ so far. 2U 

 

7. Read lines 26-28. Using your own words as far as possible, why have the Schonrocks  

 found themselves in trouble?         3U 

 

8.  Read line 30. Identify one word which suggests the Schonrocks did not go to meet the  

 headmaster willingly.          1A 

 

9.  Read lines 36-41. Using your own words as far as possible, explain how public opinion  

 has been divided on this issue.                 4U/E 

 

10. How does the writer’s use of sentence structure in lines 45-47 convey the attitude of the Schonrocks?

           4A 

 

11. Read line 47 again and explain what is meant by ‘furore’.     1U 

 

12. What do you think is meant by ‘helicopter parenting’?     2A 

 

13. Read lines 61-70. How do the words of Frank Furedi affect the overall tone of the  

 entire passage? You may refer to the passage as a whole in your answer.   3E 

 

 

 

Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 3 

 

As a rebellious youth in 1949 the author John le Carre was captivated by Germany. 

Britain, too, he says, should embrace the soul of its near neighbour. [Adapted from 

The Times newspaper] 

 

1 For most of my conscious childhood, Germany had been the rogue elephant in 

the drawing room. Germans were murderous fellows. They had bombed one of 

my schools (which I did not entirely take amiss); they had bombed my 

grandparents’ tennis court, which was very serious, and I was terrified of them. 

5      Yet at 16, I decided that 11 years’ hard labour in the English boarding-school 

gulag was enough for anyone, and in 1949 – only four years after the war’s end 

– I bolted to Bern in Switzerland, determined to embrace the German soul. 

      In my rebellious adolescent state, a country that had been so thoroughly bad 

was also by definition worth examining. Best of all, I had a teacher who not 

10 only loved the language but was also at pains to remind his pupils that there was 

another Germany, a decent one, far removed from the one we thought we knew. 

He said something else, which rings in my ear to this day. He said that the love 

we have for other languages intensifies and explains the love we have for our 

own. He might even have said, with Charlemagne, that to possess another 

15 language is to possess another soul. Whatever he said, it was enough to send me 

off to immerse myself in German language and letters. With Bern as my 

springboard, I visited the shattered Ruhr district and shattered Berlin, and 

walked the empty alleys of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. 

      Nothing I have ever written in my life has been free of the German  

20 influences of my youth. In my most formative years I had, as a result of a blind 

act of adolescent anger, forfeited my British sixth-form education. Suddenly, 

instead of Keats I had Holderlin; instead of Byron, Heine – and for my 

narcissistic hours of self-adoration and impossible loves, The Sorrows of Young 

Werther. And because poetry didn’t buy the bread, I took part-time employment 

25 at the Zirkus Knie, washing elephants. 

      After Bern, I served for two years in the British Army of Occupation in 

Austria, as an intelligence officer. In the refugee camps where we trawled for 

information, the wretched inmates barely knew any more whether they were 

running away from the Germans or the Russians. But German was the lingua 

30 franca. 

      At Oxford I continued my study of German literature. Then I went to Eton 

for two years to teach German. And from Eton, I gravitated to the British 

Foreign Service where, from inside its walls, I wrote my first novel – about 

Germany, of course, and the unreconciled heritage of its recent past. 

35      Over time, Germany has never lost its lure for me. As Germany changed, so I 

tried to catch its history in the making. My most recent novel, ‘A Most Wanted 

Man’, is set entirely in Hamburg, where I served briefly as British consul. The 

denouement of the novel that I shall be publishing this September is set in Bern 

and the surrounding mountains. And at the moment, that’s where my 

40 Bildungsroman ends: where it began. 

   But why bother with the German language today? Why go to the labour of 

learning it, reading it, thinking it? Why not let them speak ours? Isn’t English 

the new Esperanto? No to all of it. No, unless we wish to be second-class 

Europeans, leaning lazily towards America. Sometimes I wish America spoke 
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45 Polish or Urdu instead of English, so that we could consider her thoughts and 

actions objectively. No again, because Germany is an ever-growing part of our 

European destiny just as our so-called special relationship with America 

dwindles into myth. 

      We would be deceiving ourselves to suppose it is not in our national interest 

50 to build a linguistic bridge to our most potent European partner, rather than – 

out of sheer laziness, and ignorance, and fear – leaving the job to them. Anyone 

who has acted as an interpreter – as I have – knows that what people say to you 

in your language isn’t always what they say or even think among themselves in 

theirs. 

55      We Brits, in the large, know almost nothing of the real Germany of today. 

Oh, or schools teach German history all right. But the history of which Germany? 

No fewer than 50% of all GCSE history students and 80% of all A level history 

students study the rise and fall of the Third Reich. Only a fraction of those 

students will have any idea of the price that Germany itself has since 

60 paid, of the miraculous creation of the new German democracy, of the 

upheavals, the generational agonisings, the determination to tell herself the truth 

about her past, and to emerge as the strongest and most articulate, most altruistic 

champion of the original European ideal. 

      Instead, one British generation after another is encouraged to moulder in 

65 that vanished age when Britain was great and good and all alone, and Germany 

was awful. So, why should we accept it as a God-given right that others speak 

our language and we don’t speak theirs? Germany has for decades been our 

most important partner in Europe. Her appetites and insecurities, her problems 

of migration, ecology and the reshaping of her society mirror our own, even 

70 if the shadings are different. 

      Germany and Britain today have nothing to fear from one another, and much 

to learn, and now is the time to learn it. By learn, I mean listen: listen to the real 

voice of Germany, listen to its subtext, relish its moods and regional variation. 

And not only listen, but learn it and speak it: take a leaf from Charlemagne’s 

75 book and acquire another soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 3 

 

1. Show how the writer’s language in lines 1-4 conveys his attitude towards the British  

 perceptions of Germany during his childhood. In your answer you may refer to such  

 features as sentence structure, word choice, tone etc.      4A 

 

2. How does the second paragraph reveal the author’s own opinion of Germany?  2U 

 

3. Read lines 8-14. Using your own words as far as possible, explain how the writer’s  

 teacher influenced his decision to go to Germany.      4U 

 

4. What do you understand from Charlemagne’s comment that ‘to possess another language  

 is to possess another soul’?         3E 

 

5. Read line 17 again. Why has the writer chosen to repeat the word ‘shattered’?   2U 

 

6. Read lines 19-25. Using your own words as far as possible, explain how Germany  

 influenced the writer’s youth.         4U 

 

7. What do you think ‘lingua franca’ means?       1U 

 

8. Comment on the writer’s use of sentence structure in lines 40-43.    3A 

 

9.  Read lines 49-54. Give three reasons for the British refusal to learn the German  

 language.           2U 

 

10. Read lines 55-63. Show how the writer’s language reinforces his own opinions here.  3A 

 

11. In your opinion, is the last paragraph an effective way for the writer to conclude this  

 piece? You may refer back to previous sections of the article to support your answer. 2E 

 

 

        

      Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 4 

 

Britain is becoming atomised as loneliness grows and children impact on parents’ 

social circles, reports Jack Grimston. 

 

1 Have two children, lose one friend. Researchers have found that having 

offspring results in a trade-off in which parents’ social circles shrink and they 

increasingly rely on family and professional helpers. The study, which comes 

almost 30 years after a landmark report by The Sunday Times and Mori, also  

5 calculates that neighbourliness has declined by about half in that period. 

      There are some positive signs. The number of people willing to keep an eye 

on the elderly or disabled in their neighbourhood has risen, and part-time 

workers are increasingly important pillars of their community. Overall, however, 

the study presents a picture of Britain becoming an atomised society 

10 of individuals who know fewer people well – whether neighbours or friends – 

and are frightened of speaking to strangers. Meanwhile, the number of people 

who say they suffer from loneliness has more than doubled. 

      It judges neighbourliness by measuring the number of people helped by their 

neighbours divided by the number whose neighbours have caused them  

15 problems. It also finds that, if a couple want to become closer to their 

neighbours, having two children is the ideal way to do so. Any fewer and the 

neighbours keep their distance – any more and they become too nosy for 

comfort. 

      “It’s not a completely bleak picture, but it is quite clear that neighbourliness 

20 has declined significantly over nearly 30 years,” said Ed Mayo, secretary 

general of Co-operatives UK, an association representing co-operative 

enterprises. “There are fewer friends, more loneliness, less contact with people 

around you unless you are proactive and go out to engage with people. There is 

not that bedrock of the garden fence to fall back on. Different patterns of family 

25 life and work have all contributed,” added Mayo. 

      For the research, YouGov polled 2,167 adults for Cooperatives UK using 

questions based largely on the 1982 Sunday Times/Mori study. The results were 

then analysed by Mayo and compared with the earlier findings. The average 

number of neighbours known to respondents has fallen sharply. In 1982, nearly  

30 half believed they knew by name at least 11 neighbours and a quarter knew 20 

or more. Now, even the most neighbourly Britons – those in Scotland – knew an 

average of only 8.4 neighbours. There has also been a decline, although less 

severe, in the number of friends, down from an average of 5.1 per person to 4.6. 

      This has been accompanied by a stark rise in loneliness. In 1982, 76% of  

35 people said they never felt lonely, but this year the figure had fallen to just 32%. 

Mayo described this finding as ‘very, very stark’. He added: “People seem to 

have a wider circle of acquaintances and shallow friendships, particularly online, 

which cuts down the number to whom they feel really close.” The average 

number of close friends for people with no children is 4.7 and this 

40 gradually declines until those who have three children have just 3.5. 

      There is a different effect on how they interact with neighbours, however. 

Couples with two children know their neighbours better than any other group as 

the households mingle – as more children arrive, though, relations start to 

become more tense and parents are likely to see the constant presence of cooing 

45 neighbours as invasive. 
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 Emma Bennet, 30, a mother of three from the Wirral, agreed that she and her 

husband Michael, a 31-year-old transport manager, had seen their circle of 

friends decline as their family grew in size – the couple now have three children. 

“When I had my first daughter it wasn’t too bad at first and I was  

50 showing her off to friends, but then over time I accepted I couldn’t enjoy the 

same social life I’d had before – and the more children I’ve had, the more that 

has been the case,” said Bennett. “Even if we can arrange childcare in time, 

sometimes we are just too exhausted to go out. Our priorities have changed. I’d 

say I’ve lost one or two close friends over the years.” 

55      She agreed with the study’s findings that having a bigger family had made 

her more sensitive to the twitch of the neighbours’ curtains. “You certainly pay 

more attention to your neighbours when you’re a parent and they start paying 

more attention to you, too. But it seems there’s a little snobbery towards you 

when you have more children – that they are going to be more difficult to  

60 control and likely to be trouble. People appear to be a little more disapproving 

of a family of three children than two.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 4 

 

1.  Briefly describe the mood created in the opening sentence.     1U 

 

2. Read lines 1-5. Using your own words, explain what conclusions researchers have  

 reached.            3U 

 

3.  What do you think an ‘atomised society’ is?         2A 

 

4. Read lines 13-18.  

 

 (a)   How is neighbourliness measured?       1U 

 (b)  How does the author justify two children as being ideal?    2E 

 

5. Read lines 22-25. How does sentence structure support Ed Mayo’s opinions here?  3A 

 

6. How does paragraph five reinforce the beliefs of the writer?     2U 

 

7.  Using your own words as far as possible, explain what is being claimed in paragraph 6  

 of the passage.           5U 

 

8. How does the term ‘cooing neighbours’ reflect the writer’s own opinions?   2A 

 

9. What does Emma Bennett believe has happened over the years?    2E 

 

10. How does the language used in lines 55 and 56 help emphasise her feelings?   3A 

 

11. Why is there snobbery attached to how people view larger families?        2U 

 

12. By referring to the passage as a whole, evaluate the mood created by the writer.  2E 

 

 

        

          Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 5 

 

Dwindling BB launches recruitment drive ‘for all faiths or none’, writes Marc Horne 

for The Times 

 

1 The Boys’ Brigade, long associated with the Church of Scotland, is launching a 

drive to recruit members from other religions and atheists. The youth 

organisation founded in Glasgow in 1883 to promote ‘reverence, discipline, 

obedience and all that tends towards a true Christian manliness’ is seeking to  

5 widen its appeal to stop numbers dwindling. 

      Membership of the body whose former members include Sir Alex Ferguson, 

Ally McCoist and John Swinney, the finance secretary, has fallen 20,000. It has 

launched a five-year plan to extend its ‘denominational base and ethos to 

include a wider definition of ‘church’ and to communicate more clearly that 

10 young people of all faiths and none are welcomed”. Such people have always 

been welcome to join the BB but leaders believe the policy of openness must be 

more clearly articulated. 

      “There is a perception that the Boys’ Brigade is only a Church of Scotland 

thing, but that is not the case,” said Bill Stevenson, the brigade’s Scottish 

15 organiser. “We have recently appointed a couple of development officers and 

part of their job will be to make contact with other denominations and faiths. 

We already have quite a few Catholic members as well as boys from non-

Christian backgrounds. There has also been quite a few instances of parents 

from a range of ethnic backgrounds who are keen for their sons to be part of the 

20 organisation and to learn more about Scotland’s Christian heritage. 

   Steve Dickinson, the UK brigade secretary, said: “We want to make it clear 

that we don’t exclude any boys and would never wish to do so. Parents are 

aware of our values and what we are all about and are very happy for their sons 

to come along.” 

25      A recent independent report concluded that the BB was perceived as “old-

fashioned, inflexible and inward-focused”. In response it has introduced a range 

of new activities such as podcasting, songwriting, video-making and circus 

skills, alongside more traditional pursuits such as marching, drills and football. 

The brigade is also planning to run viral recruitment adverts on Bebo and 

30 Facebook, the social networking sites, for the first time this summer and is 

planning to hold some meetings in schools rather than in church halls. 

      Peter Kearney, a spokesman for the Catholic Church in Scotland, welcomed 

the recruitment drive adding: Any organisation which encourages young people 

to develop a sense of service and community spirit is a very good idea. 

35 We would warmly wish the Boys’ Brigade every success with this.” 

      Terry Sanderson, president of the National Secular Society, said it was 

indicative of a decline in the influence of Christianity. “Churchgoing among the 

under 19 year olds has halved in the past ten years, so it is clear young people’s 

interest in organised religion is disappearing fast. If the Boys’ Brigade really  

40 wants to attract the non-believers, Hindus and Muslims into its ranks, it will 

have to tone down its aggressively Christian character. If it won’t do that its 

membership is going to fall to unsustainable levels very soon.” 
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      The brigade, founded by Sir William Alexander Smith, has members in more 

than 60 countries and caters for youngsters aged between 5 and 22. A  

45 forerunner to the Scout movement, it was strongly associated with the Kirk and 

other Protestant denominations. It was these close religious ties which prompted 

Lord Baden-Powell to form a breakaway group, claiming:”We hold no brief for 

one set of beliefs over another.” 

      The Scouts have a growing number of Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and Jewish 

 members, but non-religious youngsters are not encouraged, with members being 

expected to declare their faith before they enrol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 5 

 

 

1. Which organisation does the Boys’ Brigade have a long association with?   1U 

 

2. Who do you think ‘atheists’ are?        2A/E 

 

3. Read paragraph one again. Using your own words as far as possible, explain why the  

 BB was originally set up.         5U 

 

4. How does the information contained in paragraph 2 help raise the credibility of the BB? 2E 

 

5. What does the word ‘articulated’ mean?       1U 

 

6. What perception exists concerning the BB?       1U 

 

7. From paragraph 3, choose one word which means the same as religions   1U 

 

8. Read lines 25 & 26. What did a recent independent report conclude? You should use  

 your own words as far as possible.        2U 

 

9. From paragraph 5, list the activities the BB has now introduced.    2U 

 

10. Read paragraph 5 again. In your opinion, why are the BB planning to hold meetings in  

 schools?            3E 

 

11. Read lines 36-42. Who is Terry Sanderson and what does his society represent?  3U/E  

 

12. Read paragraph 8. How does the content of this paragraph support the main argument in  

 the passage as a whole?                  4U/E 

 

13. What differentiates the Scouts from the Boys’ Brigade? Use your own words as far 

  as possible.           3U 

 

 

    Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 6 

 

 

The Core Stability Myth – It’s taken ten years to discover that the founding principles 

of Pilates are flawed, says Peta Bee for The Times. 

 

 

1 If there is a holy grail of fitness to have emerged over the past decade, then it 

has to be the pursuit of core stability, the strengthening, toning and honing of 

the muscles that wrap around our midriffs like a corset. Celebrities in cluding 

Kate Winslet, Sharon Stone, Gwyneth Paltrow and Beyonce have swarmed 

2 to classes such as Pilates, in which the central message is that the deeply 

embedded muscles in our trunk must be strong if we are to look good, stand up 

straight and have bodies that move freely and without pain. They hold the spine 

in place, we are told, and prevent back pain by allowing to move as nature 

intended. Few gym workouts are conducted without the instruction to ‘engage’ 

10 the core by pulling in the belly button and sucking in the stomach; we ignore the 

core at our peril. 

      But among exercise scientists there is growing dissent about whether the 

pursuit of a strong core is worthwhile or even safe. Pilates and other classes that 

concentrate on core strength had been favourites of dancers and gymnasts for 

15 years. But they were not to become a fitness phenomenon until the mid 1990s, 

when a study by Australian scientists researching the causes of back pain 

produced a groundbreaking discovery. 

      Professor Paul Hodges, head of human neurosciences at Queensland 

University, attached electrodes to two groups of subjects – one with healthy 

20 backs and another with persistent back pain – and got them to do a series of 

rapid arm raises. His results showed that the brains of the healthy subjects 

appeared to send signals to a deeply embedded muscle called the transverses 

abdominis, triggering it to contract and support the spine just before the arms 

moved. In those with back pain, no such reaction took place, leaving the 

25 spine unsupported and vulnerable. Hodges then showed that the same muscle 

could be strengthened by ‘sucking in’ or ‘hollowing out’ (pulling navel to spine) 

the stomach during exercises and that the effects seemed to provide some 

protection against sore backs. 

      It was neither a clear link, nor was the evidence conclusive, but the concept  

30 quickly spread beyond physiology laboratories into the gym world, spawning a 

rapid rise in classes based entirely on this principle. Before long a stable core 

was lauded as a prerequisite in the fight against back pain and postural problems, 

as well as a washboard stomach. Without a strong foundation, proponents of 

core strength argued, our limbs cannot move freely and 

35 efficiently, our breathing is hampered and, what’s more, we look awful. But 

experts now claim that personal trainers and gym instructors have based an 

entire industry of exercise classes on evidence that has been grossly 

misconstrued. “The fitness industry took a piece of information and ran with it,” 

says Thomas Nesser, assistant professor of physical education at Indiana 

40 State University who has been researching the effect of the boom in Pilates-

style activities. “The assumption of ‘if a little is good, then more must be better’ 

was applied to core training and it was completely blown out of proportion.” 
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      What is overwhelmingly accepted among critics is that too many workouts 

are entirely dedicated to strengthening the deeply embedded muscles of the  

45 core, an approach that can prove futile, particularly when it comes to preventing 

back pain. Two years ago, a controversial paper in the British Journal of Sports 

Medicine suggested that the importance of core strength has been overplayed 

and that, even if there were some truth put forward in the notion by Hodges and 

his team that a strong transversus abdominis muscle eased a sore back, the 

50 likelihood is that attempts to strengthen the trunk muscles in the otherwise fit 

and healthy would probably have little benefit and may even backfire with 

disastrous consequences. 

      Physiotherapists have reported seeing a growing number of people who have 

suffered back problems as a result of poor Pilates technique. They tighten their 

55 lower backs, stop breathing or drop the pelvic muscles when attempting to 

‘engage the core’, all of which can make back pain worse. There is doubt too, 

that Pilates leads to a more efficient body that moves freely and is lees prone to 

the mechanical ravages of ageing. Professor Nesser recently tried to establish a 

positive link between good core stability and functional movement – the ability 

60 to perform ordinary tasks – but failed. He says that ‘despite the emphasis fitness 

professionals have placed on functional movement and core training for 

increased performance, our results suggest otherwise – they should not be the 

primary emphasis of an exercise programme.’ Even in sport, the tide is turning 

against the view that core strength is essential for improvement. When Professor  

65 Nesser looked at the top footballers, he found that those with a strong core 

played no better than those without. “It appears there is no performance benefit 

in sport from having a stronger core,” he says. 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 6 

 

1. How does the language used in lines 1-3 emphasise the importance of core stability? 4A 

 

2. To which classes have celebrities been flocking and for what reason?    2U 

 

3.  What does ‘as nature intended’ mean in lines 8-9?      2U 

 

4.  Explain why the word ‘engage’ is in inverted commas.     2U 

 

5. What does the word ‘dissent’ mean in line 12?       1U 

 

6. From paragraph 2, identify two groups of sportspeople who favour core strength classes. 2U 

 

7. Who is Professor Hodges?         1U 

 

8.  Identify two words which describe the spine of back-pain patients during the Professor’s 

experiments.           2U 

 

9. Explain what ‘physiology laboratories’ are.       2U 

 

10. Using your own words, describe what ‘proponents of core strength’ argued.   4U 

 

11. What is overwhelmingly accepted among critics?      3U 

 

12. From line 51 identify a word which means ‘to have the opposite effect of what was  

 intended’.           1U 

 

13. By referring to the passage as a whole, in your opinion, does the author of the article  

 agree with Professor Hodges or Professor Nesser?      4E 

 

 

 

     Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 7 

 

In an extract from her new memoir, Ellen MacArthur explains why she has  

abandoned the sea for sustainability.     

 

1 As their perfect feathers were lit by the powerful sun, the albatrosses looked like 

polished sculptures, just their eyes and heads moving occasionally. They were 

so clearly enjoying the afternoon warmth and having fun up  there: not feeding 

or fishing, just playing in the daylight. 

5      Sitting on a hillock overlooking the sea, I found myself laughing as they flew 

past. I felt a surge of such pleasure and excitement and I began talking to them, 

asking them questions as they passed, sometimes like rockets and sometimes so 

slowly and gracefully. In my head I thought that the most incredible thing that 

could happen here on Albatross Island was that I might be able to get close to 

10 one, perhaps be able to see the expression on its face or look into its eyes as it 

sat on its nest. Never for a moment did I think that I would be able to sit on a 

hilltop with possibly the most stunning view in the world, almost able to touch 

the birds as they flew past. 

      They banked round so steeply that their wings were nearly vertical and  

15 sometimes as they turned, almost stalling in the sky, they would pedal with their 

feet as if they were playing on the edge of their balance. 

      I have always loved the wandering albatross, the most graceful bird I have 

ever seen. On the darkest days in the most aggressive of storms, with huge 

waves and breaking seas, they will appear to fly effortlessly, their wingspans 

20 of up to 11ft reaching out of their bodies like the most delicate built but 

powerful glider. They are absolute perfectionists with their flying, never 

faltering, never making a wrong move – and living at sea. 

      Once a young albatross leaves the nest, it will not touch land again for at 

least three and up to seven years. If it wasn’t for finding a mate and breeding 

25 I guess the albatross would not need the land at all. 

      Albatross Island lies off South Georgia in the iceberg-strewn currents which 

circulate around the Antarctic continent. I was invited there to see what was 

happening to these birds, whose numbers have suffered a dramatic decline there. 

From my early years spent reading Arthur Ransome’s children’s books, I often 

30 dreamt of sailing to uninhabited islands. I would spend hours drawing maps of 

the tiny island on the pond up the road. I’d plan where the settlements would be 

around it and where the campfire and tent would be. My imagination has always 

been quite strong, but where islands were concerned it was unstoppable. 

      Small wonder then that Christmas 2005 found me sailing to South Georgia  

35 after being contacted by a woman called Sally Poncet who has been involved in 

counting the albatrosses in the Southern Ocean for three decades. She had told 

me: “I think you may be able to help.” 

      The plight of the albatross gave me an opportunity to discover this icy 

wilderness. But what I didn’t know was that in South Georgia I would also find 

40 something I wasn’t looking for. It was going to be one of the most important 

moments in my life. I would begin to see the whole world in a different way – 

with consequences that are now coming to fruition. 

       The four days spent sailing south from the Falkland Islands were the first 

moments I had really had time to think in since I’d walked Mac, my dog, in 
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45 the Derbyshire hills as a youngster. Back then I would sit in the grass, Mac 

lying next to me, and dream of adventures, contemplate life, look at the world 

around me. Everything I had done since then had been about goals, my own 

goals and achieving them. It was all quite selfish in a way. I had always been 

focused, always moving on to the next challenge. From leaving school at 17 

50 I’d been on a mission. But here in the Southern Ocean I was beginning to find 

space in my head I had forgotten was there. 

      My thoughts were in a place that I hadn’t dared let them go to for a long time. 

I felt like in a way I was letting my guard down, but I could feel the good that it 

was doing me. I was beginning to find my old self again.  

55      South Georgia is 100 miles long, crescent-shaped and has a rugged west 

coast and a protected east coast with some beautiful off-lying islands, including 

Albatross Island. It is covered in the most spectacular scenery: magnificent 

glaciers and mountains, the highest of which stretches 10,000ft into the sky. 

One of them is called Mount MacArthur, because a bunch of marines who 

60 climbed it for the first time in 2001 called their support crew from the radio on 

the summit and were told that I had just won second place in the Vendee Globe 

round-the-world race. At that time I never in a million years thought that I 

might visit the place. 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 7 

 

 

1. How does the language used in paragraph 1 emphasise the author’s admiration for these  

 birds?            4A 

 

2. What is a ‘hillock’? (line 5)         2U 

 

3. Read lines 8-11. What did the author regard as the ‘most incredible’ thing that could  

 happen to her?           3U 

 

4. Read lines 11-13 again. Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the  

 author is now able to do.         3U 

 

5. From line 15 of the passage, what do you understand by ‘almost stalling in the sky’? 2U 

 

6. Read paragraph 4 again. Why does the author choose to use this comparison? What  

 effect is created by using this comparison?       4A 

 

7. From paragraph 5, identify two reasons why the albatross still needs land.   2U 

 

8. Read paragraph 6 again. Why was the author invited to Albatross Island initially?  2U 

 

9. What does the word ‘fruition’ mean? (line 42)       1U 

 

10. Read lines 45-47. How does the sentence structure here emphasise the overall point  

 the author is making in this article?        3A 

 

11. Show how the last paragraph acts as an effective conclusion to the passage as a whole. 4E 

 

 

 

        

      Total: 30 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pegasys 2010 

 

PASSAGE 8 

 

In this extract, Kathryn Flett discusses how ‘unfair’ employment laws are in Britain 

compared with our European partners. 

 

 

 

1 Listen up working mothers (even if you’re on a sun lounger): imagine a world 

in which your work-life balance is…balanced; in which the phrase ‘work-life 

balance’ is not merely hackneyed, but also redundant. A world, indeed, in which 

we recognise that ‘having it all’ is not only the impossible dream but not even 

5 a particularly desirable impossible dream. 

      As a seasoned plate-spinner (journalist/single parent/partner…whoops, there 

goes the Wedgewood), I know about time (mis)management and attempting to 

sound professional on the phone while scoffing a bowl of Special K at my desk. 

And when those tired circus metaphors get boring I’ll convert my complicated 

10 days into a Venn diagram, or some percentages just for fun. Today, for example, 

I will have been 0% mum (they’re with their dad), 90% journalist, 5% partner 

and, pretty soon, 5% nodding off on the sofa with a glass of rose. And that’s a 

quiet day. 

      Mind you I am now tempted to shoe-horn in a part-time law degree, if only  

15 to get a job at Allen & Overy LLP, the international law practice that already 

offers flexible working to its employees and last week announced that it now 

allows full equity partners at the top of their professional game the opportunity 

to work part-time. The aim is simply to retain more women lawyers through to 

partnership and address the yawning gender chasm: although 62% of last year’s 

20  law graduates were women, only about 17% of all working female lawyers 

become partners. David Morley, A&O’s senior partner, said : “This is not 

simply a matter of political correctness, it’s a business imperative: we want to 

pick out partners from the largest pool of talent. It’s about competitive 

advantage.” 

25      Not only is this an enlightened move; in the teeth of recession here in Britain 

it also seems almost wantonly, deliriously off-trend. As we tighten our belts and 

brace ourselves for a few more years spent on the naughty step under the aegis 

of a government that is nothing if not single-minded about forcing us to atone 

for past fiscal sins, a multinational law firm offering the chance to be ‘part-time 

30  partner’ on a four day week (or a maximum 52 days’ annual leave a year, taken 

as and when), is clearly thinking long-term. Blue skies all round then? 

      Maybe, but in other parts of Europe flexible working is already the norm. 

according to last year’s survey for the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 

Belgium, France, Germany and the Netherlands offer flexible working rights to 

40 all employees – not, as in Britain, only those with childcare or care-giving 

responsibilities. 

      In Norway, parents are entitled to paid parental leave on a full-time basis for 

one year and can combine this with working between 50%-90% of their usual 

hours for the next three years. In Belgium, job-protected parental leave of three  

45 months can be extended for up to 14months when combined with 80% of usual 

working hours; in Germany, parents are able to work between 15 and 30 hours a 
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week for up to three years after the birth of a child, after which, they are entitled 

to return to an equivalent job. A similar scheme is available to French parents. 

      However, before we all hop on the Eurostar, all is not necessarily as sunny as  

50 it may seem. In an online article for Compass, the left-wing pressure group, 

Catherine Hakim, a sociologist at the London School of Economics, wrote 

about a friend who had been posted to Sweden to set up a subsidiary of her 

successful IT and systems design consultancy. “In her first week she was 

advised not to employ women…It was explained that investment in training 

new recruits 

55 would be wasted, given women’s long absences on maternity leave in Sweden. 

Even when they returned to work, they had the right to work shorter hours and 

could take days off to look after sick children.” 

      So much for social engineering. Back at home, although Allen & Overy is 

incentivising its working mothers, it is necessarily non-discriminatory – so 

60 flexible working is an option for everyone. It is also important to note that not 

every mother wants to work part-time. Melissa Samuel , an Allen & Overy 

partner based in London, has a one year old daughter and “a practice I am 

thoroughly enjoying building. I hated the idea of being obliged to come back 

part-time, or that there’d be an assumption that’s what I’d want… Flexible 

65 working isn’t a one-size-fits-all situation – it’s about having the choice to do 

what’s right for you.” 

      Which is the key point. And if an international law firm can make this work, 

why couldn’t every large business blessed with self-starting and highly 

motivated staff not allow them to plan their work around their lives – and loves? 

70      “Businesses will have to address this issue in the long term,” said Morley. 

Meanwhile he and his colleagues are clearly happy to be ahead of the game. 

      I wonder if there are any law degree courses left in clearing? 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 8 

 

 

1. What does the word ‘hackneyed’ mean? (line 3)      1U 

 

2. Read lines 1-3. Show how the writer’s language contributes to the overall tone of  

 these lines.           3E 

 

3. How does the writer continue this tone in paragraph 2?     6E 

 

4. Why does Flett want to gain a law degree?       1U 

 

5. Identify some advantages of working at A&O.       2U 

 

6. Using your own words, explain the reasons given by David Morley in lines 21-24.  4U 

 

7. What does the word ‘enlightened’ mean?       1U 

 

8. How does the imagery used in paragraph 4 emphasise the current difficulties in Britain? 6A 

 

9. Read paragraph 5. Using your own words, explain what makes Britain different to other  

 European countries?          2U 

 

10. Read paragraph 7. Using your own words, explain the pitfalls of working in Europe. 4U/E 

 

 

 

        

              Total: 30 marks 
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               PASSAGE 9 

 

Trapped deep in an unstable mine, 33 men face a long physical and psychological 

ordeal before they can expect rescue. Tony Allen-Mills and Nico Hines at the San 

Jose mine report for The Sunday Times. 

 

 

1 Trapped nearly half a mile below the Atacama desert in Northern Chile, Claudio 

Yanez has begun to dream of the banquet that awaits his rescue. “I want rich 

things, pancakes, stuffed rolls, roast chicken with fried potatoes and a big Italian 

steak,” he wrote to his wife, Cristina. “Tell Tomas (a friend) to get a big  

5 barbecue ready and lots of ice cold beers.” 

      After more than three weeks in a dark, sweltering prison 2,300 ft below the 

surface, the 33 miners cut off on August 5 by a roof collapse at the San Jose 

gold and copper mine can think of freedom at last. Yet, the breakthrough that 

found the men last Sunday, after almost all hope had been lost, still poses the 

10 miners and their would-be rescuers with a series of psychological and physical 

challenges. 

      Mining experts believe that no previously recorded accident has trapped men 

alive for more than 25 days. Yanez and his fellow miners will pass that record 

on Tuesday and still face a wait of up to four months for a shaft to be drilled 

15 through solid rock for an escape route. “If they are a cohesive group and there is 

good reason to think they can get out alive, they’re likely to be fine,” said John 

Cacioppo, a Chicago psychologist who specialises in social isolation. “It’s like a 

prison sentence and it’s not solitary confinement, so they can do it together.” 

      Such underground harmony, however, may yet be disrupted by illness,  

20 boredom and conflict. Officials acknowledge that several of the men are having 

difficulty sleeping and are becoming increasingly anxious and irritable. “If one 

of them starts feeling isolated, it can spread like wildfire and it could be 

devastating to morale,” said Cacioppo. “If they start to get sick and die, you 

have new stresses.” 

25      Although the miners are now receiving food and medicine, the dank 

conditions are taking their toll. Two have contracted serious bacterial skin 

infections. Others have cuts, lacerations and urinary problems. Doctors fear that 

in the humid conditions the men are also susceptible to fungal conditions. 

      Inside the mine the ground is muddy and damp. Many of them are sleeping 

30 on nothing more than pieces of cardboard. They have tried to build platforms 

for those who seem most vulnerable to illness. The Chilean authorities are also 

concerned that five of the men are exhibiting symptoms of depression. They are 

not eating well, they are feeling isolated and refused to appear in the video that 

was sent to the surface last week. They are undergoing psychological  

35 examinations and have begun remote therapy sessions. 

      This weekend several American specialists from the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) will arrive in Chile to pass on knowledge 

gained from observing astronauts in space. Engineers will also cautiously begin 

drilling a 13 inch wide shaft alongside the 4 inch borehole that first located the 

40 men – after seven previous holes failed – and which acts as the main conduit for 

supplies and communications. 
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      Drilling will proceed slowly at no more than 65ft a day because the rescuers 

want to avoid triggering another collapse. The 13 inch hole will eventually be 

widened to 26 inches – the size of a standard bicycle wheel – providing the 

45 miners with a means of escape. 

      Yet even if the drilling is successful, it may be no guarantee of freedom : at 

present nine of the miners are thought to be too fat to fit through the projected 

tunnel. 

      In the gloom beneath the desert, Luis Urzua rules. The oldest of six brothers 

50 he is a burly man with tightly curled hair. Urzua was the underground shift 

leader when the earth shuddered and everything went dark on a Thursday 

afternoon three weeks ago. “We felt the mountain was coming down on us and 

we didn’t know what had happened,” Urzua told Chilean officials last week. 

“For about four or five hours we couldn’t see a thing. After that we found we 

55 were trapped by an enormous rock that filled the entire tunnel.” 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 9 

 

1. How does the sentence structure in lines 1-2 emphasise the situation being experienced  

 by the miners?           2A 

 

2. Why has the writer chosen to include Claudio’s exact words in the opening paragraph? 2U 

 

3. Read lines 8-11 again. Using your own words as far as possible, identify the problems  

 still facing the miners and the rescuers.        4U 

 

4. What was the previous record for miners being trapped before this accident?   1U 

 

5. Read line 15. What do you think is meant by a ‘cohesive group’?    2U 

 

6. How does the imagery used in lines 17 and 18 strengthen the idea of the miners feeling  

 trapped?            3A 

 

7. Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the main points contained in  

 lines 19 -24 of the passage.         6U 

 

8. What do you think is meant by ‘humid conditions’?      1U 

 

9. Why are the Chilean authorities becoming increasingly concerned?    1U 

 

10. Comment on the writer’s use of sentence structure in lines 43-45 of the passage.  2A 

 

11. Using your own words, explain why the drilling is no guarantee of freedom?   2U 

 

12. Read the last paragraph of the passage again .Comment on how effective you found this 

  to be as a conclusion to the overall piece. In your answer you may refer to style, word  

 choice, structure etc.           4E 

 

 

 

  Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 10 

 

In this article for The Sunday Times, Gillian Bowditch says, “ Let’s hear it for us 

capitalist rats in the race for prosperity!” 

 

1 ‘A working class hero is something to be,’ wrote John Lennon, the 

multimillionaire, expat Beatle. That’s the problem with so-called working class 

heroes – they tend to be considerably better off than the rest of us. 

      One man who could justifiably lay claim to the title was Jimmy Reid, the  

5 trade unionist and television presenter, who died earlier this month. True, your 

average working class bloke does not get to roam around Russia making two 

Bafta-winning television series. The Red Clydesider’s executive membership of 

the British Communist party afforded him a level of access many Russians 

envied. But the thing about Reid is that, unlike many former scions of the hard 

10 left, he never sold out and he always spoke his mind. He was one of the few 

trade unionists to openly condemn the former NUM (National Union of 

Mineworkers) president Arthur Scargill during the miners’ strike. 

      Now Reid’s second most famous speech is to be made available to Scottish 

secondary school pupils. Not the one about ‘no vandalism, no hooliganism and 

15 no bevvying’ which he gave to the workers at Upper Clyde Shipbuilders at the 

start of the infamous industrial action in 1971 – though that might prove more 

relevant to today’s schoolchildren – but the speech he made on becoming the 

rector of Glasgow University in 1972. Reid swept into office at the university 

on a huge wave of popular acclaim following the successful ‘work-in’ which 

20 aimed to prevent the then prime minister Edward Heath from removing the state 

subsidy from the shipyards. 

      The New York Times published his address to the students in full and called 

it ‘the greatest speech since the US President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 

address’, though Winston Churchill, John F Kennedy and Martin Luther King 

25 might all take issue with this hyperbolic analysis. 

      Given that the speech seems now to be part of the curriculum, it’s worth 

looking at. It starts by echoing the prime minister David Cameron’s call for a 

big society. Reid told the students that “in Britain today, people feel alienated 

by society…real fulfilment for any person lies in service to his fellow men 

30 and women”. Even the chancellor George Osborne could agree with that. 

      But his real premise was an attack on Capitalism and those who make 

profits. He railed against the ‘rat race’. “Reject these attitudes. Reject the values 

and false morality that underlie these attitudes. A rat race is for rats. We’re not 

rats. We’re human beings,” he told the students. He finished with an idealistic 

35 affirmation of his ‘faith in humanity’, though presumably not that section of 

humanity working for profit. 

      The great irony of the government’s decision to make this speech available 

to secondary school pupils now is that their chances of joining the derided ‘rat 

race’ have been considerably reduced by the rise in youth and graduate 

40 employment. It’s a slap in the face to those graduates who are sending out 

dozens of CVs only to face repeated rejection. 

      Reid defected from the Communist party to Labour in the 1970s, then left 

Labour to join the Scottish National Party in 2005. But the decision by the SNP 

government to make a speech from his communist days available to pupils is 
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45 bizarre. Even Reid later admitted that his beliefs at that time were wrong. “I 

would have been intellectually dishonest if I ignored the fact that communism 

failed wherever it was tried,” he said. 

      Reid – charismatic and sincere – was just plain wrong. His industrial action 

may have been successful in the short-term, but long-term, his romantic 

50 radicalism could not reverse the inevitable. You cannot ‘save’ jobs with 

government subsidies, as the Eastern Bloc countries discovered eventually. The 

jobs that Reid was fighting for are long gone. 

      Did Reid’s actions and the international response they received fuel union 

militancy boost the strikes that crippled Britain in the 1970s? Perhaps. Anyone 

55 who grew up in that era can remember the misery of dark nights with no 

electricity and stinking bin bags festering on the streets. Far from a heroic age, 

it was an era of appeasement and interventionist incompetence. But the real 

iniquity of pushing this kind of political propaganda on children is that if Reid’s 

philosophy is followed to its logical conclusion it will lead to poverty and  

60 misery. What is the rat race except people working day in, day out for profit, 

advancement and fulfilment.  
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 10 

 

1. In your opinion, why has the author opened the article with a John Lennon quote?  2U/E 

 

2. Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the problem is with ‘so-called  

 working class heroes’.                   2U 

 

3. Read lines 4-12 again. Using your own words, explain who Jimmy Reid was and describe  

 some of the things he did in his lifetime.       6U 

 

4. Read lines 14-18 again. Comment on the writer’s use of sentence structure and how this  

 contributes to the effectiveness of the point being made.     4E 

 

5. What did the ‘work in’ aim to do?        1U 

 

6. Why does the author refer to comments made by the New York Times as  

 ‘hyperbolic analysis’?          3A 

 

7. Read lines 28-30. Using your own words explain what Reid told the students about  

 British people.           4U 

 

8. Explain what the ‘great irony’ of the government’s decision was.    4U/E 

 

9. What forced Reid to admit that his earlier beliefs were wrong?    2U 

 

10. How effectively does the last paragraph act as a conclusion to the passage as a whole? 2E 

 

 

 

        

                 Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 11 

 

“New telescope to reach back into universe’s dark age.” Announce scientists in The 

Times. 

 

1 Scientists are to launch a space telescope designed to peer back more than 13 

billion years to the time when the universe gave birth to its first stars. The 

James Webb space telescope will probe the end of one of the most mysterious 

phases of the universe’s existence, the so-called ‘dark age’ when there were no 

stars 

5 or other sources of light. 

      The era, which lasted for 250m to 400m years after the Big Bang, came to an 

end when the first stars exploded into life, flooding the universe with light and 

other radiation. 

      Scientists have designed the Webb telescope to sit in space 1m miles away  

10 from earth and seek out the faint remnants of that radiation in the hope that it 

will help them work out just how the first stars formed – and what happened to 

them. “With this instrument we’ll be able to see the first stars and galaxies as 

they were forming,” said Alistair Glasse, from the UK Astronomy Technology 

Centre. “It should be able to detect every galaxy in the universe. It’s hundreds 

15 of times better than anything we’ve got at the moment.” 

    The Webb telescope will work by gathering low energy infrared radiation. 

Infrared is invisible to humans but is invaluable to astronomers because of its 

ability to pass through dust clouds that would block out most visible light. It 

means Webb will be able to peer across the universe to gather light emitted by  

20 stars billions of years ago. It will also be able to penetrate parts of space that are 

opaque to existing space telescopes such as Hubble. Another task will be to 

focus on the huge gas clouds, known as nebulae, which are still giving birth to 

new stars. 

      Britain is just one of several countries contributing to the £3 billion project  

25 which is being led by NASA, the American space agency. It hopes to launch the 

Webb in 2014 on board an Ariane 5 launcher contributed by the European space 

agency. Britain has added £15 million to build instruments through its Science 

and Technology Facilities Council. 

      Once launched, the telescope will travel for three months until it reaches its  

30 optimum position. It will be stationed 1m miles away, on the opposite side of 

the earth from the sun, at a point where the gravitational pull of the planet and 

its star combine in a unique way. A probe placed at such a spot would remain 

almost ‘stationary’ but would track the Earth’s trajectory around the sun. this 

means the telescope will effectively be shielded from the sun’s rays by its own  

35 ‘umbrella’ – enabling it to stay at the supercool temperatures, about minus 223C, 

needed to pick up faint infrared radiation. 

      It will gain further shielding by deploying a giant aluminised plastic 

sunshade, the size of a tennis court, that will protect it from stray solar radiation. 

      Perhaps the key feature of the Webb will be its huge 21∙3ft diameter mirror 

40 - far larger than the 7∙9ft mirror fitted to the Hubble. Such a mirror would be too 

large to fit into any launch vehicle, so NASA engineers have designed one that 

can fold up for the launch and then be unfurled in space. They will also be able 

to adjust its shape using tiny motors. The images gathered from the mirror will 

be focused into a powerful 32m pixel camera from which images will then be 
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45 beamed back to Earth. 

      John Mather, NASA’s lead scientist on the project who is also a Nobel 

laureate in physics, said the Webb would give scientists a view of the early 

universe that the Hubble could never have achieved. “The Hubble just can’t do 

it – it doesn’t cover the right wavelength. This infrared telescope will let us see 

50 the universe as it was when it was much younger and smaller,” Mather said. 

   The need to focus on infrared rather than visible light is a bizarre 

consequence of the fact that the whole universe is constantly expanding. It 

means that over the aeons since the Big Bang, space has become stretched – and 

so has any light travelling across it. The effect is to increase its wavelength, 

55 converting visible light into infrared. The only way of seeing the very early 

universe is with an instrument that can pick up such light. 

      The Webb will help in other tasks too. Its ability to peer through dust clouds 

could give humanity a better understanding of the heart of the Milky Way, our 

own galaxy. 

60      NASA’s Kepler probe is currently seeking out planets orbiting other stars 

and has found at least 700 potential targets that could be subjected to more 

detailed study by the Webb instrument. 

      Mather said, “We know there are Earth-like planets out there, but what we 

don’t know is whether any of them are capable of supporting life.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 11 

 

1. Read paragraph 1. Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the James  

 Webb telescope is designed to do.        3U 

 

2. Which two word phrase is used to describe this time?      1U 

 

3. How far away from Earth will the Webb telescope sit?     2U 

 

4. Using your own words, explain how Alistair Glasse feels about the telescope.  2U 

 

5. What does the word ‘invaluable’ mean? (line 17)      2U 

 

6. Read paragraph 4. Show how the writer’s word choice encourages the reader to see the  

 Webb telescope as a wonderful thing.        5A 

 

7. How much has Britain contributed to the project?      1U 

 

8. What does ‘optimum position’ mean in line 31?      2U 

 

9. Why are the words ‘stationary’ and ‘umbrella’ in inverted commas?     2U 

 

10. What is unique about the mirror on the Webb telescope?     3U 

 

11. Read lines 51-56. What has happened as a result of the universe expanding?   3U 

 

12. How does Mather’s last comment encourage the reader to view the Webb telescope as  

 being of considerable importance?        4E 

 

 

              

                        Total: 30 marks 
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PASSAGE 12 

 

 

Pension betrayal of tortured war heroine.  By Peter Day for The Times newspaper. 

 

1 A heroine of the second world war who died alone in her flat suffered a 

nervous breakdown after being tortured and then saw her pension repeatedly 

cut by the government, her official files have revealed.  

     Eileen Nearne, known as Didi, was 89 when she died in Torquay earlier this 

5 month and was set to be given a basic council funeral. It was only when 

details of her wartime exploits emerged that well-wishers came forward to 

cover the expenses for a more fitting ceremony. 

      Now the full extent of Nearne’s abandonment by the state and the toll taken 

on her by her experiences as a Special Operations Executive (SOE) agent  

10 flown secretly into France has been laid bare by the files, held at the National 

Archives in Kew, west London. 

      In 1946, a secret pensions tribunal declared Nearne 100% disabled as a 

result of ‘exhaustion neurosis’ – she had been tortured by the Gestapo, who 

held her head in a cold bath until she nearly drowned. She was also 

15 threatened with execution at the Ravensbruck women’s concentration camp. 

      Nearne was initially granted £175 a year, the maximum allowable, 

equivalent to about £4,500 in today’s money. A year later, however, this was 

cut without explanation to £140 and in 1948 to £87 and 10s. 

      In 1950, Ellis Stungo, a psychiatrist, reported that Nearne was suffering  

20 headaches, depression, sleeplessness, palpitations and a sense of unreality. He 

wrote: “She has premonitions which are invariably correct and believes she 

has second sight. She exhibits psycho-motor overactivity. She keeps to herself 

and writes poetry and highly imaginative stories. She identifies herself with 

characters in books. She has feelings of unreality and detachment. She has 

25 ideas of reference and is suspicious. While waiting for interview she showed 

some characteristically schizoid representations.” 

      Despite Stungo’s findings, Nearne’s pension was cut off altogether in 1951 

after she went on a visit to France, with officials refusing to forward money to 

the British consul in Lyons to pass on to her. Even after Nearne contacted the 

30 government again in 1954 after she had returned to Britain, giving the name of 

her doctor and asking for the payments to be reinstated, no action was taken 

and the pension was never paid. 

      The story of how Nearne was abandoned by the government adds a further 

sad note to her lonely death, after which no relatives could initially be traced. 

35 A niece living abroad, who had seen Nearne six months ago, was eventually 

found and described her as ‘cherished by the family’ and ‘extremely modest 

and highly courageous’. 

      Nearne’s funeral this week will be attended by Nick Bye, the mayor of 

Torquay, as well as representatives of the armed forces and the Royal British 

40 Legion.  

      The former agent’s wartime record emerged from the medals, papers and 

old French money she left. Locals remembered her as a quiet, kindly 

neighbour who could be seen sitting on a bench reading the papers with her 

 ginger cat, which she took in after it had been abandoned. 
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45      Immediately after the war, Nearne was cared for by her older sister 

Jacqueline. Both had served in the SOE and been appointed an MBE. Their 

brother Francis was also an SOE member. His fate is unknown and his file is 

still secret. With a British father and  French mother, all three grew up in 

France and spoke the language fluently. 

50      Nearne was flown back to France by Lysander aircraft on March 2, 1944, 

just before her 23rd birthday, to work as a radio operator for the leader of a 

ring of allied undercover agents. She transmitted more than 100 signals, 

passing on valuable economic and military intelligence and arranging arms 

drops. 

55 She was eventually arrested, an event she described to her superiors after the 

war, saying: “I was arrested on July 25 1944. I had just sent a message when I 

saw the Gestapo arrive. I just had time to burn the message and hide the radio 

set. They searched the house and found the set. They asked me about my 

codes. I told them lies. They put me in a cold bath and tried to make me speak 

60 but I stuck to my story.” 

      She did not disclose that this had involved having her head repeatedly 

plunged into icy water until she was on the point of drowning. 

      Nearne was then transported to the Ravensbruck concentration camp, 

where, she said: “I did not want to work in the factory so they shaved my head  

65 and told me that if I did not work in 20 minutes I would be shot. I then 

decided to work.” 

      In April 1945, she and two French women managed to flee into a forest. 

She recalled: “We stayed in a bombed-out house for two nights and the next 

day we were arrested by the SS.” 

70      There was further humiliation to come after the allies arrived. For a month 

Nearne was kept with Nazi prisoners because the Americans refused to 

believe her story until a British major visited the camp and established her true 

identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PASSAGE 
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QUESTIONS PASSAGE 12 

 

 

1. How does the first paragraph encourage the reader to feel enormous sympathy for  

Eileen Nearne?          3E 

 

2. What do you think a ‘basic council funeral’ is?               3U/E 

 

3. Who eventually came forward to pay for the funeral?     1U 

 

4. Identify one word from paragraph 3 which means the same as ‘being left to fend  

for oneself’.           1U 

 

5. Read paragraph 4. Using your own words, explain why Nearne suffered from 

 ‘exhaustion neurosis’.         4U 

 

6. Who was Ellis Stungo and what did he claim about Nearne in 1950?   3U 

 

7. What do you think ‘second sight’ is?        2U 

 

8. Read paragraph 7. What happened to Nearne’s pension in 1951 and why?   3U 

 

9. How does the language of paragraph 9 contribute to the writer’s purpose in writing  

this article? In your answer you may refer to word choice, structure, tone…  6A 

 

10. Consider the passage as a whole. In your opinion, how does the writer convince the  

reader of Nearne’s true status as a heroine?       4E 

 

 

 

Total: 30 marks 
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ANSWERS – Please note that the following answers are intended as guidelines only. 

 

PASSAGE 1  

 

1. Be generous if answer merits it. For example: respectable woman/ gentile activity (plants etc)/  

not young and not normally associated with prisoners 

2. Leader of Brixton gang / author became friends with him couple years ago 

3. A young man (just 18)/desperation in voice/ his first real crime 

4. Mark generously here. List statistics which highlight the failures of penal system. Half of under 

25s have been in care/in spite of money put into care Tug was unemployed/only 20% don’t re-

offend/expensive to keep on prison. 

5. Encourages the reader/ to consider the same question (ask themselves what they believe) 

6. Current prisoner serving 14th year of sentence/ due for release in foreseeable future/ killed 

headteacher Philip  Lawrence 

7. Owing to his propensity for mouthing off and being vocal/ other inmates/will be putting him in his 

place 

8. Mark on merit. Idea of Communist/Stalinist Russian prison camps/prisoners only numbers not 

names/ guards denied knowledge of inmates or knowledge of crimes which led them to being 

there 

9. Sarcastic/sceptical ‘magically appeared’ impossibility but authorities in prison bowing to pressure 

or similar 

10. Mark on merit but must make reference to the ‘human’ cost of being sent to prison and those left 

behind to worry 

11. Mark on merit but students should make reference to the irony of the situation and idea there are 

better opportunities inside 

 

 

PASSAGE 2 

 

1. Idyllic/picturesque/happy family life 

2. She suggests that she should be in prison/ for being a bad mother or bringing up children in 

inappropriate setting 

3. Relates to idea of free range hens/eggs/not kept in ‘batteries’ or strict house rules 

4. On occasion/at irregular intervals 

5. Walks home alone/no phone to keep in constant touch through/ visits hair salons on her own 

6. Nothing bad has happened to the child/her fellow carers have not expressed concern over her 

methods 

7. Allowed son and daughter of early primary age/to ride their bikes home after school/without adult 

supervision (or similar) 

8. Hauled 

9. Mark on merit as long as both sides of argument given. ie. aware of risks but in childhood had 

more freedom. 

10. Short emphatic sentence stating bald fact/ information in parenthesis emphasises the fact they 

understand legal imperative even though they don’t agree with it (be generous here) 

11. Outbreak of public anger or excitement (or similar) 

12. Idea of constant monitoring/ability to oversee everything children do 

13. Pours scorn on the idea of ‘cotton wool’ kids and appropriate reference with explanation. 
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PASSAGE 3 

 

1. word choice – murderous/bombed/terrified (words which have a negative connotation)   

tongue in cheek ‘murderous fellows’/ information in parenthesis  sentence structure- use of semi-

colon to balance argument or further elaborate etc. 2 points well made 

2. Refers to British schooling in prison camp terms/ seeks German ‘soul’ makes Germany more 

appealing 

3. Teacher adored or had passion for German language/ highlighted the good points about the 

country/ pointed out by learning other languages/ we appreciate and admire our own much more 

4. Mark on merit here – idea of becoming one with country and its people via ??????? speech. 

5. To emphasise damage country suffered during war also/ they are victims too 

6. As result of teenage angst or impetuosity/ abandoned sixth year at school/ to appreciate German 

arts/ take employment in German circus 

7. common language spoken by those who speak different languages 

8. series of questions/ raising points the reader may have considered before/ will allow him to justify 

the answers in next paragraphs 

9. laziness/ignorance/fear – all for 2 

10. Mark on merit but must mention use of statistics which prove the embarrassment of German 

content taught in schools today (as if only interested in Nazi epoch) 

11. Mark on merit here but answer should be positive 

 

 

 

PASSAGE 4 

 

1. Bleak/grim/not a welcome choice to make 

2. Having children reduces circle of friends/ relatives become more important/a switching of 

allegiance takes place as the balance becomes incompatible 

3. A society broken up into small units 

4. a-number people helped by neighbours divided by number whose neighbours have caused them 

problems   b- mark on merit less than two and neighbours not interested but more then a noise 

pollution 

5. repetition of negative words like fewer etc/ garden imagery suggesting conversations taking place/ 

proactive and engage highlight how important he feels it is 

6. Statistics used from credible sources/paint bleak picture of modern living 

7. Be generous as concept difficult. Must mention idea of loneliness now permeating every area of 

society especially for those with larger families. Electronic friendships replace real ones. 

8. Neighbours who take too much interest/ invade privacy eventually as they are ever present in lives 

or reference to onomatopoeia ‘cooing’ present/fussing etc. 

9. More children they had the less friends they had/ owing to time and energy constraints etc 

10. Feels as if she is being constantly watched/judged/criticised by neighbours who monitor her every 

move and decision 

11. Idea that they will be troublemakers/parents will be unable to parent them correctly 

12. Mark on merit but answers should make reference to idea that this is worrying trend 
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PASSAGE 5 

 

1. Church of Scotland 

2. People who believe God does not exist 

3. To encourage respect/order/compliance/in well trained young men/to follow Christian tradition or 

similar 

4. Mark on merit eg famous men public can identify with 

5. To have expressed clearly 

6. That it’s only for boys who belong to Church of Scotland/Protestant bys 

7. Denomination 

8. Set in its ways/unwilling to change or move with times 

9. Podcasting/songwriting/video-making/circus skills 

10. Mark on merit but implication it is to get away from religious tag/ appeal to all boys of school age 

11. President of National Secular Society/ society free from religious or spiritual matters 

12. Mark on merit  eg historical details and statistics reflect the broad appeal of BB/ but also highlight 

its really strict history/making it now seem more appealing  

13. The BB came before the Scouts and had Protestant associations/now it will accept anyone at all/ 

Scouts still insist on having faith of some description 

 

 

 

PASSAGE 6 

 

1. Holy grail metaphor – constantly searching/unattainable like a corset –simile highlighting the 

rigid/painful nature of achieving this/ words like toning and honing etc 2+ explanation 

2. Pilates/ strengthen the trunk 

3. The way man was originally designed without any interference 

4. This is an overused term oft quoted by instructors etc 

5. Disagreement over findings/dispute over beliefs 

6. Dancers and gymnasts 

7. Head of human neurosciences at Queensland university 

8. Unsupported and vulnerable 

9. Labs which examine specific bodily parts and their functions 

10. Arms and legs have restricted movement/ we breathe incorrectly/bodies in general are not 

operating in peak conditions/our overall appearance is effected negatively 

11. Too much emphasis placed on core strengthening activities/ is pointless and/useless as 

preventative measure where back pain is concerned 

12. Backfire 

13. Mark on merit here but Prof Nesser obvious choice. 
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PASSAGE 7 

 

1. Mark on merit word choice – perfect/ polished sculptures simile suggests poise and grace and 

beauty/enjoying and playing suggests carefree nature of birds giving whole scene idyllic quality 

etc/structure is very narrative like storytelling, long lyrical scenes. 

2. Small hill or mound 

3. Get close enough/to see expression on face/look in eyes 

4. She can sit at top of hill/ admiring beauty of location/ within touching distance of birds 

5. Reference to almost stopping or hesitating/like car idea of powered objects 

6. Mark on merit colour of glider/ graceful movements/absence of sound/stunning visual display 

7. Locating a potential mate / breeding chicks with mate 

8. To observe habits of birds whose numbers suffered dramatic decrease in population 

9. Fulfilment/realisation of plan 

10. Long sentence broken up with commas/which emphasise different aspects or dreams as a child all 

indicate passing of time/and long held dreams and ambitions 

11. Mark on merit but should make reference to beauty and wonder of area and birds 

 

 

 

PASSAGE 8 

 

1.  tired/overused 

2. chatty and informal register eg listen up /joke in parenthesis/ humorous etc 

3. Mark entirely on merit here. Answers may refer to idea of more humour/colloquial words used/ 

circus skills metaphors etc/difficult concept – 1 quote plus explanation. 

4. So she can work for Allen & Overy LLP 

5. Full equity/flexible working etc 

6. It is what should be done/ better business sense/ best pick of all available/ gives businesses the 

edge 

7. Showing a rational, modern, well-informed outlook 

8. teeth of recession – predatory animal vicious jaws and associated connotations/tighten belts – 

metaphorical idea of pulling in etc also brace ourselves – idea of being held in for the full sudden 

impact of recession itself/naughty step, supernanny, being punished. 

9. only parents or care givers are offered these conditions 

10. Mark on merit but should include idea of women not being offered jobs or training etc. precisely 

owing to pregnancy rights. 
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PASSAGE 9 

 

1. Trapped (inversion) at start to emphasise the severity of situation/ person only mentioned in 

second part of sentence to illustrate the feelings of being unable to escape 

2. Gives the whole scenario a sense of realism/encourages reader’s sympathy 

3. Any adequate explanation of psychological and physical challenges 

4. Maximum of 25 days 

5. One acting in unity/close knit 

6. Prison comparison/ idea it has been imposed on them without any say/ but at least they are not on 

their own as others are experiencing the same situation 

7. Mark on merit but should mention increasing anxiety/and frustration/bad health, lack of sleep 

causing stress in answer and likelihood this will have an effect on the others 

8. Idea of heat with no respite 

9. Some men are showing signs of depression 

10. Information in parenthesis highlights the intricate nature of what’s going on/ allows public to 

visualise situation with familiar point of reference 

11. Some of the miners stand no chance of fitting through hole at their current weight 

12. Mark on merit here but idea continued that it’s like whole mini society down there 

 

 

 

 

PASSAGE 10 

1.  Recognisable as working class boy who became/rich achievements 

2. More money you have/ possessions etc elevates you from working class level 

3. Presented TV/Important union figure/ documentary maker/spoke his mind/ public condemnation 

of Scargill /extensive traveller (Russia) etc 

4. Mark on merit here .Comments should include repetition to highlight points being made eg. ‘no’ 

indicates unacceptable behaviour/points in parenthesis which change tone making it more relevant 

to today’s audience of schoolchildren. 

5. Prevent Heath removing state subsidy 

6. Wild exaggeration/which then goes on to list hugely significant people/from history noted for 

making speeches 

7. The reason for British feeling isolated/ is because fabric of society to blame/ people would lead 

more worthy lives/ if dedicated themselves to service of others 

8. Although rat race was once ridiculed/young people have no hope of joining it now/owing to lack 

of employment/making unattainable ideal 

9. Wherever Communism was tried it failed miserably 

10. Mark on merit. Must make reference to understanding today’s society in terms of rat race 
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PASSAGE 11 

 

1. Looks billions of years into past/ time when no stars were present/ and light was absent from the 

earth 

2. Dark age 

3. 1 million miles 

4. A lot better/ superior to any instruments currently in use 

5. Priceless/ can’t put a value on it 

6. Mark on merit but must mention use of technical language penetrating/peer across universe as if it 

will be easy for it – almost personified/ also refer to invisibility/human weakness/time etc 

7. 15million 

8. Best point to view events 

9. Not quite correct/often quoted terms 

10. Its size/folds then unfolds/is adjusted by motors 

11. Space stretched/light wavelength increased/turning visible light into infrared 

12. Mark on merit. Should mention use of statement to raise question which is controversial in 

today’s world/idea of planets similar to earth hence possibility of life 

 

 

 

PASSAGE 12 

 

1. Heroine – word choice - alone then death./shocks reader/sentence structure with its list of hideous 

things that happened to her/ arouses sympathy in the reader 

2. Plain coffin paid for by state/taxpayers pay for funeral/no flowers etc 

3. Wellwishers 

4. Abandonment 

5. Her history saw her endure horrendous ordeals/which led to her being declared completely 

disabled 

6. Psychiatrist/ Headaches etc 

7. Seeing the future 

8. Money was cut off because she moved to France for a while 

9. Word choice eg abandoned/lonely/death etc Irony of being apparently cherished but left to die 

alone Tone – sombre/melancholy. Structure – includes words quoted from nameless niece giving 

sense of once belonging to family etc – 3 examples and explanation 

10. Mark on merit here. Should make reference to contrast between heroic acts and relative obscurity 

and poverty which marked her death/idea of contrasts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


