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Boy 

 
 

Spurred on by our shouts and taunts, the ancient sister began to increase the 
speed. The engine roared and the body vibrated. The driver was clutching the 
steering wheel as though it were the hair of a drowning man, and we all watched 
the speedometer needle creeping up to twenty, then twenty-five, then thirty. We 
were probably doing about thirty-five miles an hour when we came suddenly to a 
sharpish bend in the road. The ancient sister, never having been faced with a 
situation like this before, shouted ‘Help!’ and slammed on the brakes and swung 
the wheel wildly round. The rear wheels locked and went into a fierce skid, and 
then, with a marvellous crunch of mudguards and metal, we went crashing into the 
hedge. The front passengers all shot through the front windscreen and the back 
passengers all shot through the back windscreen. Glass (there was no Triplex 
then) flew in all directions and so did we. My brother and one sister landed on the 
bonnet of the car, someone else was catapulted out on to the road and at least 
one small sister landed in the middle of the hawthorn hedge. But miraculously 
nobody was hurt very much except me. My nose had been cut almost clean off my 
face as I went through the rear windscreen and now it was hanging on only by a 
single small thread of skin. My mother disentangled herself from the scrimmage 
and grabbed a handkerchief from her purse. She clapped the dangling nose back 
into place fast and held it there. 
 

      (From Boy by Roald Dahl) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Explain in your own words what ‘spurred on’ means. 

2. ‘The engine roared’ is an example of what type of figure of speech? 

3. Which metaphor describes how the driver clutched the steering wheel? 

4. How fast were they going at the bend? 

5. What does the ancient sister do? 

6. What do they all crash through? 

7. What happens to the back passengers? 

8. Where does one small sister end up? 

9. What happens to the narrator’s nose? 

10. Choose one example of onomatopoeia from the passage. 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 1) 
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History of China 

 
 
China, one of the countries that can boast of an ancient civilization, has a long 
and mysterious history – almost 5,000 years of it! Like most other great 
civilizations of the world, China can trace her culture back to a blend of small 
original tribes which have expanded till they became the great country we have 
today. 
 
It is recorded that Yuanmou man is the oldest hominoid in China and the oldest 
dynasty is Xia Dynasty. From the long history of China, there emerge many 
eminent people that have contributed a lot to the development of the whole 
country and to the enrichment of her history. Among them, there are emperors like 
Li Shimin (Emperor Taizong of the Tang), philosophers like Confucius, great 
patriotic poets like Qu Yuan and so on. 
 
Chinese society has progressed through five major stages – Primitive Society, 
Slave Society, Feudal Society, Semi-Feudal and Semi-Colonial Society, and the 
Socialist Society. The rise and fall of the great dynasties forms a thread that runs 
through Chinese history, almost from the beginning. Since the founding of The 
People’s Republic of China on October 1st 1949, China has become a socialist 
society and become stronger and stronger. 

      (From TravelChinaguide.com) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Which adjective describes China’s civilization? 

2. How long is China’s history? 

3. What can China trace back to ‘original tribes’? 

4. Who is the oldest hominoid in China? 

5. What is China’s oldest dynasty? 

6. What do you think ‘eminent people’ means? 

7. Name two of these ‘eminent people’. 

8. Name two of China’s five major stages. 

9. What forms a thread through Chinese history? 

10. What happened on October 1st 1949? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 2) 
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The Vile Village 

 
 
At the count of ‘minga!’ which of course meant something along the lines of 
‘three!’ the children raced toward the wall of the Deluxe Cell and smacked their 
battering ram against the bricks with the mightiest THUNK! This noise was 
accompanied by an enormous cracking sound as the invention snapped in two. 
Violet staggered in one direction, and Klaus and Sunny staggered in another, as 
each separate half made them lose their balance, and a huge cloud of dust 
sprang from the point where the battering ram had hit the wall. 
 
A huge cloud of dust is not a beautiful thing to look at. Very few painters have 
done portraits of huge clouds of dust or included them in their landscapes or still 
lifes. Film directors rarely choose huge clouds of dust to play lead roles in 
romantic comedies, and as far as my research has shown, a huge cloud of dust 
has never been placed higher than twenty-fifth in a beauty pageant. Nevertheless, 
as the Baudelaire orphans stumbled around the cell, dropping each half of the 
battering ram and listening to the sound of crows flying in circles outside, they 
stared at the huge cloud of dust as if it were a thing of great beauty, because this 
particular huge dust cloud was made of pieces of brick and mortar and other 
building materials that are needed to build a wall, and the Baudelaires knew that 
they were seeing it because Violet’s invention had worked. 

      (From Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What does ‘minga’ mean? 

2. Where are the children being held? 

3. What are they using to try and escape? 

4. Write down an example of onomatopoeia from paragraph 1. 

5. What appears after the wall has been hit? 

6. Write down another word which means the same as ‘not beautiful’. 

7. What do film directors rarely do? 

8. What has the narrator’s research shown? 

9. What do the children stop to listen to? 

10. What tone has the writer adopted in the first few sentences of paragraph      
         two? 
         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 3) 
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Scent Hounds 

 
 
Scent Hounds specialise in following the scent or the smell of their quarry. It 
wasn’t until the mid 1500s that hounds began to be classified according to their 
type and purpose, ie. Sight Hounds, Scent Hounds, etc. It is not necessary for 
Scent Hounds to be as fast and agile as Sight Hounds – they do not need to keep 
their quarry in sight. Scent Hounds are built for endurance. They can follow a 
scent for long distances and even across running water. 
 
Scent Hounds have distinctive characteristics, features and traits which are 
perfect for their purpose. They have large noses which have deep open nostrils 
and their lips are loose and moist, designed to pick up scent particles and follow 
the trail of an animal. Their ears are long which concentrates the scent on the 
nose. Their bodies are designed for endurance, an essential asset when following 
any scent trail. 
 
Hunting takes different forms and as man opted for hunting their quarry either on 
foot or horseback so the Scent Hounds were selectively bred to suit either form of 
hunting. Most Scent Hounds were used in packs – making a loud deep baying 
noise alerting hunters to their location. 

      (From DogNames.com) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What do Scent Hounds specialise in? 

2. When did hounds begin to be classified? 

3. Which two adjectives describe Sight Hounds? 

4. What are Scent Hounds built for? 

5. Name one place a hound can follow scent. 

6. Write down two facts about a Scent Hound’s nose. 

7. What do you think the word ‘moist’ means? 

8. Why is it important for the hound to have long ears? 

9. What do you think ‘essential asset’ means? 

10. How are hunters alerted to the hound’s location? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 4) 
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Going Solo 

 
 

But our luck held, and after two more weeks at sea, on a black wet night in early 
autumn, we nosed our way into Liverpool Docks and tied up. I ran down the 
gangway immediately and went off to try and find a telephone kiosk that had not 
been bombed out of action. When I found one at last, I was literally shaking with 
excitement at the thought of speaking to my mother again after three years. She 
could not possibly have known that I was on my way home. The censor would not 
have allowed such things to be written in letters, and I myself had not heard from 
anyone in the family for many months. No letter from England had found its way 
up to Haifa. I got the trunk-call operator and asked for our old number in Kent. 
After a pause, she told me it had been disconnected months ago. I asked her to 
consult Directory Inquiries. No, she said, there were no Dahls in Bexley or 
anywhere else in Kent come to that. 
 
The operator sounded like a lovely elderly lady. I told her how I had been abroad 
for three years and was trying to find my mother. "She’ll have moved.", the 
operator said. "She’ll probably have been bombed out like all the rest of them and 
she’s had to move somewhere else." She was too kind to add that the whole 
family might well have been killed in the bombing, but I knew what she was 
thinking and she probably guessed that I was thinking it, too. 

      (From Going Solo by Roald Dahl) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. When does the ship arrive at the docks? 

2. What does Dahl immediately do? 

3. Which phrase describes how he felt about speaking to his mother? 

4. How long had it been since he last spoke to her? 

5. What could his mother not possibly have known? 

6. What was part of the ‘censor’s’ job? 

7. Where is Bexley situated? 

8. Write down an adjective used to describe the operator. 

9. What does the operator suggest has happened to his family? 

10. What does Dahl think the operator is too kind to say? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 5) 
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Witches and Fairies 

 
 
Witches and fairies have been associated in the popular mind since the earliest 
times. Often the same attributes adhered to both groups: the practice of sorcery, 
the ability to appear and disappear at will, shapeshifting, the preparation of magic 
salves, the stealing of children, dancing in circles and having nocturnal parties. 
 
There is no dearth of theories about the origins of fairies. Some researchers claim 
they represent the remains (in the communal unconscious) of a race of dwarf 
people who really did live underground in earth burrows and were gradually driven 
into hiding by Central European invaders from Mediterranean regions. Others see 
both witches and fairies as worshippers of the Old Religion of The Mother 
Goddess and The Horned God. And still others see them as psychological or 
social projections. 
 
Whatever their origins, fairies tend to come in two varieties : Goblins are generally 
evil, and delight in plaguing humans ; Hobgoblins are helpful spirits who assist 
country folk in their labours. Fairies were said to be dangerous at sea where they 
rode eggshells as boats and tried to sink sailing ships with magical storms. 

       
(From Witches by Erica Jong) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Since when have witches and fairies been associated? 

2. Name two things they are able to do. 

3. What does the word ‘nocturnal’ mean? 

4. What do you think ‘no dearth of theories’ means? 

5. What do researchers claim fairies actually are? 

6. What did Central European invaders do? 

7. The Mother Goddess is a figure of which religion? 

8. How many varieties of fairies are there? 

9. What do hobgoblins specialise in? 

10. Why are fairies dangerous at sea? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 6) 
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The Lollipop Shoes 

 
 
That finally decided it. That night I packed for a one-way journey. I took her 
passport and my own; some clothes; some money; her credit cards; cheque-book 
and keys to the shop. Call me sentimental; I also took one of her earrings – a little 
pair of shoes – as a charm to add to my bracelet. I’ve added to it a lot since then. 
Every charm here is a trophy of sorts, a reminder of the many lives I have 
collected and used to enrich my own. But that’s where it really started. With a 
single pair of silver shoes. 
 
Then I crept softly downstairs, lit a couple of fireworks I’d bought that day and 
dropped them among the stacks of books before very quietly letting myself out. 
 
I never looked back. There was no need. My mother always slept like the dead, 
and besides, the dose of valerian and wild lettuce that I’d slipped in her tea would 
surely have quietened the most restless of sleepers. Scott and his friends would 
be suspects at first – at least until my disappearance was confirmed – by which 
time I fully intended to be over the seas and far away. 

       
(From The Lollipop Shoes by Joanne Harris) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. In your own words, what does a ‘one-way’ journey mean? 

2. List four of the items she takes with her. 

3. Explain what you think ‘sentimental’ means. 

4. What does she do with the one earring? 

5. Which word describes each charm she has? 

6. Which adverb describes how she moves down the stairs? 

7. What does she do before letting herself out? 

8. Which simile describes how her mother sleeps? 

9. Name the two items used to make sure her mother is asleep. 

10. Who does she think will be the initial suspects? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 7) 
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Ancient Russia 

 
 
The early history of Russia, like those of many countries, is one of migrating 
peoples and ancient kingdoms. In fact, early Russia was not exactly ‘Russia’, but 
a collection of cities that gradually coalesced into an empire. In the early part of 
the ninth century, as part of the same great movement that brought the Danes to 
England and the Norsemen to Western Europe, a Scandinavian people known as 
the Varangians crossed the Baltic Sea and landed in Eastern Europe. The leader 
of the Varangians was the semi-legendary warrior Rurik, who led his people in 
862 to the city of Novgorod on the Volkhov River. Whether Rurik took the city by 
force or was invited to rule, he certainly invested the city. 
 
From Novgorod, Rurik’s successor Oleg extended the power of the city 
southward. In 882 he gained control of Kiev, a Slavic city that had arisen along the 
Dnep River around the 5th century. Oleg’s attainment of rule over Kiev marked the 
first establishment of a unified, dynastic state in the region. Kiev became the 
centre of a trade route between Scandinavia and Constantinople, and Kievan 
Rus’, as the empire came to be known, flourished for the next three hundred 
years. 
 

      (From AncientRussia.com) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What does Russia’s early history consist of? 

2. What was early Russia made up of? 

3. When were the Danes first brought to England? 

4. What were the Scandinavians who came to Eastern Europe called? 

5. Which hyphenated word describes Rurik? 

6. Which city did Rurik enter first? 

7. What do you think ‘took the city by force’ means? 

8. Who came to rule after Rurik? 

9. When did Kiev become a city? 

10. What do you think the word ‘flourished’ means? 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 8) 
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Chocolat 

 
 
This is an art I can enjoy. There is a kind of sorcery in all cooking; in the choosing 
of the ingredients, the process of mixing, grating, melting, infusing and flavouring, 
the recipes taken from ancient books, the traditional utensils – the pestle and 
mortar with which my mother made her incense turned to a more homely purpose, 
her spices and aromatics giving up their subtleties to a baser, more sensual 
magic. And it is partly the transience of it that delights me; so much loving 
preparation, so much art and experience, put into a pleasure which can last only a 
moment, and which only a few will ever fully appreciate. My mother always viewed 
my interest with indulgent contempt. To her, food was no pleasure but a tiresome 
necessity to be worried over, a tax on the price of our freedom. I stole menus from 
restaurants and looked longingly into patisserie windows. I must have been ten 
years old – maybe older – before I first tasted real chocolate. But the fascination 
endured. I carried recipes in my head like maps. All kinds of recipes; torn from 
abandoned magazines in busy railway stations, wheedled from people on the 
road, strange marriages of my own confection. Mother with her cards, her 
divinations directed our mad course across Europe. Cookery cards anchored us, 
placed landmarks on the bleak borders. Paris smells of baking bread and 
croissants; Marseille of bouillabasse and grilled garlic. 

       
(From Chocolat by Joanne Harris) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Which ‘art’ is the narrator talking about? 

2. What do you think the word ‘sorcery’ means? 

3. Name the adjective used to describe the recipe books. 

4. What do you think ‘utensils’ are? 

5. How did the narrator’s mother feel about cooking?                                

6. Where does the narrator steal menus from? 

7. How old was she when she first tried chocolate? 

8. Which simile shows how she remembered the recipes? 

9. Name somewhere else the narrator found recipes. 

10. Name two things Paris smells of. 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 9) 
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Oscar Fashion in the 1940s 

 
 
World War II changed the course of history, and its chilling effects could be felt 
even in Hollywood. As the 1940s got under way, the elegant and sumptuous 
styles of the 30s gave way to more practical and modest fashions. Wartime 
rationing was partly responsible for the subdued new look, as a shortage of 
dressmaking materials meant the designers had to make clothes that were 
necessarily slimmer and more snug. Hats were among the few things that could 
express a woman’s individuality, as milliners still had enough material available to 
create the fantastical headgear that helped offset the more severe style of 
dressing that characterized the era. 
 
Even so, during the years of heaviest fighting, the Academy asked stars to tone 
down their most glamorous getups out of respect for the gravity of world events. 
While several Hollywood actresses acquiesced to the request, many others 
decided they would give the public what they figured it really wanted: pure, 
unbridled Hollywood glamour. Thankfully, the war was soon over, and as the 40s 
unfolded, fashion at the Oscars became something new entirely. 
 

      (From Oscar Fashion by Reeve Chace) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What changed the course of history? 

2. Which two adjectives describe the styles of the 30s? 

3. What was partly responsible for the 40s subdued look? 

4. What does it mean when referring to clothes as ‘more snug’? 

5. How could women express their individuality? 

6. What do you think a milliner is? 

7. When did the Academy ask stars to ‘tone down’? 

8. Write down another word for ‘gravity’. 

9. Explain what you think ‘acquiesced’ means. 

10. What happened to fashion when the war was over? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 10) 
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Matilda 

 
 
Now most head teachers are chosen because they posses a number of fine 
qualities. They understand children and they have the children’s best interests at 
heart. They are sympathetic. They are fair and they are deeply interested in 
education. Miss Trunchbull possessed none of these qualities and how she ever 
got her present job was a mystery. 
 
She was above all a most formidable female. She had once been a famous 
athlete, and even now the muscles were still clearly in evidence. You could see 
them in the bull-neck, in the big shoulders, in the thick arms, in the sinewy wrists 
and in the powerful legs. Looking at her, you got the feeling that this was someone 
who could bend iron bars and tear telephone directories in half. Her face, I’m 
afraid, was neither a thing of beauty nor a joy for ever. She had an obstinate chin, 
a cruel mouth and small arrogant eyes. And as for her clothes …they were, to say 
the least, extremely odd. She always had on a brown cotton smock which was 
pinched in around the waist with a wide leather belt. The belt was fastened in front 
with an enormous silver buckle. The massive thighs which emerged from out of 
the smock were encased in a pair of extraordinary breeches, bottle green in colour 
and made of coarse twill. 

      (From Matilda by Roald Dahl) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Name two qualities possessed by most head teachers. 

2. What do you think the word ‘sympathetic’ means? 

3. Which word describes how Trunchbull got the job? 

4. What do you think the word ‘formidable’ means? 

5. What was Trunchbull before she became a headteacher? 

6. Name two places where Trunchbull’s muscles can be seen. 

7. Choose your own word to describe Trunchbull’s face. 

8. Which adjective describes Trunchbull’s mouth? 

9. Describe what Trunchbull is wearing. 

10. What do you think her ‘breeches’ are? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 11) 
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Nun the Wiser 

 
 
Dressed head to toe in black robes, going quietly about their domestic and 
religious duties, you wouldn’t expect Greek Orthodox nuns to be lugging around 
crates of wine. But that’s exactly what happens at Solan Monastery in Provence, 
where, between prayers, nuns make wine from grapes in their own vineyards. 
Who’d have thought this small nunnery would give French vintners a run for their 
money by doing a roaring trade in organic wine? 
 
In the hills surrounding the Solan Monastery in France’s southern Rhone valley, 
half of the land on the rambling estate is taken up with vineyards and orchards. At 
harvest time, the 15 resident nuns work from 11am to 5pm picking grapes, then 
take them to the winery where they squash them and make their wine. 
 
From their bumper crops, they also make jams – apricot, fig and strawberry – plus 
almond butter, chestnut puree, quince jelly and incense. They sell their produce at 
nearby Uzes market twice a week and also online. The sisters keep some wine 
back for themselves, to drink with meals, and for guests who might visit on a 
Sunday lunchtime in search of a taste of monastic life. 

      (From Spirit & Destiny magazine) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. How are the nuns dressed? 

2. What kind of nuns are they? 

3. What is so unusual about these nuns? 

4. Where is the monastery situated? 

5. What do you think a ‘vintner’ is? 

6. What takes up half the land on the estate? 

7. When do the nuns pick grapes? 

8. Which adjective describes the nuns’ crops? 

9. Name three other items produced by the nuns. 

10. Who might visit the monastery on Sundays? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 12) 
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Bertie, May & Mrs Fish 

 
 
I put my fingers in my ears and run up the yard to the woodsaw that is screaming 
in the cart shed. Mr Munday pushes apple branches at circular whirling teeth 
spinning in and out of a slit in an iron table. A running tractor engine powers a long 
wide-webbed belt looped on the saw arm. As each slit log opens sawdust flies and 
a sawn log tumbles off the table. The saw whines until Munday feeds the 
branches to the spinning teeth again. I run back down the yard and unblock my 
ears going indoors. 
 
In the kitchen jodhpur sweat is boiling out in a black cauldron before Mrs Fish 
scrubs the legs. My mother says…Shall we make a cake or meringues…I’ve got 
eggs to use up and enough sugar. I twiddle the wireless knob and see Mr 
Munday’s knuckles knock at the glass in the kitchen door. My mother says … 
Open it for him…there must be something he wants. 
 
Mr Munday comes in and one hand holds the other and his brown hand-knitted 
vest has wet patches and he says … The saw had my fingers off. 

       
(From Mrs Fish by Xandra Bingley) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What does the narrator do before entering the shed? 

2. What type of branches is Munday cutting? 

3. What shape of teeth does the woodsaw have? 

4. What provides the woodsaw with power? 

5. What happens when a log is slit open? 

6. Choose an example of personification from paragraph one. 

7. What is Mrs Fish doing in the kitchen? 

8. What is the narrator’s mother hoping to make that day? 

9. What is the narrator doing when Munday comes to the door? 

10. Why is Munday holding one hand with the other? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 13) 
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Dream Power 

 
 
Why do we dream? What are these sleeping visions that have such a powerful 
physical and psychological effect on our bodies and minds? They are an 
exploration of our personal imagination from our memory banks. We know that 
when we close our eyes, we are able to experience any image at will. This type of 
imagery is under our conscious control but when we are asleep the imagination 
has a free reign. The fascinating thing about dreaming is that it’s an intrinsic part 
of existence. It’s totally spontaneous and cannot be eliminated. We all do it, even 
animals. 
 
There has been a tremendous amount of research over the last 40 years that has 
established a connection between the phases of sleep and dreaming. Two main 
patterns emerge: slow wave sleep (SWS) and rapid eye movement (REM). REM 
is when the eyeballs of the sleeper move constantly under closed eyelids. 
Laboratory tests reveal, through constantly awakening the sleeper, that it is in 
REM sleep that our most vivid dreaming takes place. Their research found that 
there was virtually no dream recall from the SWS period, while from REM sleep 
fully detailed descriptions of dreams were easily described. It seems that resting 
the body and mind is not the only reason for sleep. It is also for dreaming. 

      (From Dream Power by Sophia Daniel) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Which two words does the writer use to mean the same as dreams? 

2. What effects do dreams have on bodies and minds? 

3. What can we do when we close our eyes? 

4. What do you think the word ‘intrinsic’ means? 

5. Can only humans dream? 

6. How long has dream research being going on for? 

7. How many patterns have emerged from research? 

8. What happens to the eyes during REM sleep? 

9. What does ‘vivid dreaming’ mean? 

10. What are the reasons for sleeping? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 14) 
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The Living Mountain 

 
 
When the mountains are at last completely covered in with snow (and it doesn’t 
happen every winter, so unpredictable is this Cairngorm weather- the skiers may 
wait far into the spring in vain for the right depth and surface of snow), then on a 
sunny day the scintillation is bright but does not wound. The winter light has not 
the strength to harm. I have never myself found it distressing to the eyes, though 
sometimes I have walked all day through millions of sparkling sun spangles on the 
frosty snow. The only time I have suffered from snow-blindness was at the very 
end of April, by which time, five or six weeks after the equinox, this northern light 
has become strong. I have heard of a strange delusion that the sun does not 
shine up here. It does; and because of the clarity of the air its light has power: it 
has more power, I suppose, in light than in heat. On that late April day, after some 
halcyon weather, a sudden snow storm blew up. It snowed all night – thick heavy 
snow that lay even under the next day’s sunshine. 
 
We were going to the Dubh Loch of Ben a’ Bhuird, with no intention of a summit, 
and I had taken no precautions against the exposure; I had expected neither 
frosty wind nor hot sun to play havoc with my skin, nor had I till then any 
experience of strong light upon snow. After a while I found the glare intolerable. 

      (From The Living Mountain by Nan Shepherd) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Which adjective is used to describe Cairngorm weather? 

2. Which phrase shows the skiers may be out of luck? 

3. What does winter light not have the power to do? 

4. When was the only time the narrator suffered snow blindness? 

5. What gives the winter light its power? 

6. What kind of snow fell that ‘late April day’? 

7. Choose an example of alliteration from paragraph one. 

8. Where was the narrator heading for? 

9. What did the narrator not expect? 

10. What do you think the word ‘intolerable’ means? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 15) 
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Electromagnetic Radiation 

 
 
Electromagnetic radiation is given off in varying quantities from anything plugged 
in to a mains electricity supply or anything which emits radio waves, such as 
telecommunications masts, mobile and cordless phones and satellite 
communications. Conditions such as anxiety, depression, fatigue, headaches and 
immune system deficiencies are just some of the symptoms thought to be caused 
by exposure to electromagnetic radiation. 
 
We have always been exposed to electromagnetic radiation as the earth 
generates its own static field. But in this electronic era we are being bombarded 
like never before by our own man made electro smog. Last year the Chairman of 
Britain’s Health Protection Agency (HPA), Sir William Stewart, called for a formal 
investigation into the hazards of using wireless computer networks in the 
classroom over fears it may be damaging children’s health. The reasons were 
because the human body behaves like an antenna, so when radio waves pass 
through, some of the energy is thought to be absorbed, depending on the 
frequency of radiation – the higher the frequency, the more energy is absorbed. 
The HPA’s stance is that the levels we are generally exposed to are not cause for 
great concern. But others are not so sure and the long term risks of such 
exposure can only be guessed at. 

      (From EMR by Emily Webber) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Name two sources of electromagnetic radiation. 

2. Which symptoms are thought to be caused by this? 

3. What do you think the word ‘exposure’ means? 

4. What does the earth generate? 

5. What are humans now bombarded with? 

6. Who are the HPA? 

7. What did William Stewart call for? 

8. What does the human body behave like? 

9. How much energy is absorbed depends on what? 

10.    What can only be ‘guessed at’? 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 16) 
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Memoirs 

 
The chief of my pleasures was to rise early in the morning and observe the 
awakening of nature; with a book in my hand, I would steal out of the sleeping 
house and quietly unlatch the garden gate: it was impossible to sit down on the 
grass, which would be all white with hoar-frost; I would walk along the drive, 
beside the meadow planted with specially chosen trees that my grandpapa called 
‘the landscape garden’; I would read a little from time to time, enjoying the feeling 
of the sharp air softening against my cheeks; the thin crust of rime would be 
melting on the ground; the purple beech, the blue cedars and the silvery poplars 
would be sparkling with the primal freshness of the first morning in Eden. I was the 
only one awake to the beauty of the earth and the glory of God which mingled 
agreeably deep inside me with a dream of a bowl of hot chocolate and warm 
buttered toast. When the bees began to hum and the green shutters were opened 
on the sunny fragrance of wistaria, I felt I was already sharing a secret past with 
the day that for the others was only just beginning. After the round of family 
greetings and breakfast I would sit at a metal table under the catalpa tree and get 
on with my ‘holiday tasks’…I let my ear be beguiled by the sounds of summer: the 
fizzing of wasps, the chattering of guinea-fowl, the peacocks’ strangulated cry, the 
whispering of leaves… 

      (From Memoirs by Simone de Beauvoir) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. What time of day is the narrator writing about? 

2. What does she take with her when leaving the house? 

3. What do you think a ‘sleeping house’ is? 

4. Why is it not possible to sit on the grass? 

5. Describe what the ‘landscape garden’ is. 

6. What does the narrator do from time to time? 

7. Name three trees which are said to be ‘sparkling’. 

8. What is the narrator dreaming of having for breakfast? 

9. What does the narrator do after breakfast? 

10. Choose two examples of onomatopoeia from the passage. 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 17) 
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Heart of the Matter 

 
 
Think of a heart attack and chances are you’ll think of a stressed out, paunchy 
businessman clutching his chest – but did you realise that cardiovascular disease 
(which covers a range of conditions including stroke and coronary heart disease) 
kills four times more women than breast cancer according to the British Heart 
Foundation, making it the UK’s number one threat to women? In the UK alone 
someone has a heart attack every two minutes – and if that’s not enough to make 
you sit up and think perhaps you should be doing more to protect your heart, then 
I don’t know what is. 
 
The major risk factors for developing coronary heart disease are linked to our 
lifestyles – physical inactivity and obesity. Experts recommend that we all get 30 
minutes of activity five times a week to maintain our health, yet statistics show that 
a staggering 70 percent of adults fail to meet this. Add to this the fact that over the 
last decade obesity rates have doubled and you have a recipe for disaster when it 
comes to the nation’s health. A report from The British Heart Foundation revealed 
that the UK has one of the highest death rates from heart disease in Europe – but 
with a little help it’s easy to improve the condition of your heart and not become a 
statistic. The first steps toward protecting your heart are the most basic – get 
some exercise and eat well. 

      (From Heart of the Matter by Cora Lydon) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Which adjective describes the businessman the writer refers to? 

2. Which two words mean the opposite of laid-back? 

3. Which two conditions are included in cardiovascular disease? 

4. What is the UK’s number one threat to women? 

5. What happens every two minutes in the UK? 

6. Name two risk factors for developing heart disease. 

7. How much exercise do experts recommend? 

8. What proportion of adults fail to meet exercise targets? 

9. What has happened over the last decade? 

10.    Explain what you think ‘to become a statistic’ means. 

 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 18) 
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The Vampyre 

 
 
Above her loomed a mansion-front. Its grandeur seemed quite out of proportion to 
the alley, otherwise narrow and blank, in which Rebecca found herself. In the 
moonlight the stone of the mansion was cast maggot-white; its windows were 
pools of darkness, sockets in a skull; the impression given by the whole was that 
of something quite abandoned by time, a shiver of the past conjured up by the 
moon. The wind began to scream again. Rebecca watched as the light faded, 
then was lost. The mansion, though, remained revealed now as something more 
than just an illusion of the moon, but Rebecca was not surprised; she had known 
full well that it was real; she had called at these mansion gates before. 
 
She did not bother this time, however, to climb the steps and knock at the door. 
Instead she began to walk down the mansion-front, past the railings that speared 
up from the pavement, guarding the mansion from the passer-by. Rebecca could 
smell the acid again, just faint on the wind, but bitter as before. She began to run. 
There were footsteps behind her. She glanced round, but there was nothing, and 
she felt the terror return, descending on her like a poisonous cloud, choking her 
throat, burning her blood. 

      (From The Vampyre by Tom Holland) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. Describe what you think a ‘mansion’ is. 

2. Which metaphor describes the colour of the stone? 

3. Choose a metaphor to describe the mansion’s windows. 

4. What do you think the phrase ‘abandoned by time’ means? 

5. Choose the example of personification which describes the wind. 

6. What do you think the word ‘illusion’ means? 

7. How do we know this is not Rebecca’s first visit? 

8. What does Rebecca not bother to do this time? 

9. What are the railings used to guard against? 

10. Which simile describes the terror Rebecca feels? 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 19) 
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Migraines 

 
 

It’s estimated that close to six million people in the UK are affected by migraine, 
with women more commonly affected than men and those aged between 30 and 
40 the most likely to experience them. But migraines shouldn’t be confused with 
headaches. While a headache can ruin your day a migraine is very different. The 
term refers to a recurrent severe headache and most sufferers tend to complain of 
other symptoms too including nausea, vomiting, sensitivity to sounds or lights and, 
in extreme cases, visual disturbance. A mild attack may only make its presence 
felt for about four hours but a severe attack could see you in bed for up to three 
days. Another common symptom of migraine is that the pain will only occur on 
one side of the head – the word migraine is derived from the word hemicrania 
which means one-sided headache. 
 
Experts are still divided over the cause of migraine. Some believe that a migraine 
happens when the blood flow decreases to part of the brain, brought on by blood 
vessels narrowing then opening again, causing pain. We also know that certain 
chemicals in the brain decrease in activity when a migraine sets in. Serotonin, 
which is crucial for brain function and also has an impact on the size of blood 
vessels, appears to diminish at the start of a migraine but once the attack has 
passed levels are restored. Some argue that those predisposed to migraines may 
also be more sensitive to pain, which in turn means bright lights or tiredness can 
trigger a migraine. 

      (From Migraines by Cora Lydon) 

                                                  
************************** 

 

1. How many UK residents are affected by migraine? 

2. Which age group is most affected? 

3. What should migraines not be confused with? 

4. Explain what you think ‘recurrent’ means. 

5. Name two symptoms of migraine. 

6. What can happen during a severe attack? 

7. What does ‘hemicrania’ mean? 

8. Explain what you think ‘narrowing’ means. 

9. What is crucial for brain function? 

10.    From the passage, write down another word for ‘cause’. 

 

         (Close Reading Pack 5 -  Passage 20) 



 Pegasys 2008 

 

 
 
 

5-1(Boy) 

1. encouraged/motivated to go 

faster    

2. personification    

3. the hair of a drowning man    

4. 35mph    

5. shouts help/slams 

brakes/swung wheel wildly    

6. the hedge    

7. shot through back windscreen    

8. middle of hawthorn hedge    

9. almost cut off his face    

10. clapped/roared/crunch 

 

5-2 (History of China) 

1. ancient    

2. almost 5000 years    

3. its culture    

4. Yuanmou    

5. Xia Dynasty 

6. important/well educated    

7. Confucius/Li Shimin/Qu Yuan    

8. primitive, slave, feudal, semi-

feudal & semi-colonial, socialist    

9. rise and fall of dynasties 

10. People’s Republic of China 

formed 

 

 

5-3 (The Vile Village) 

1. three    

2. deluxe cell    

3. battering ram    

4. thunk    

5. a huge cloud of dust    

6. ugly 

7. choose clouds of dust for lead 

roles    

8. cloud of dust never placed 

higher than 25 in pageant    

9. crows    

10. sarcastic/tongue in cheek 

 

5-4 (Scent Hounds) 

1. following scent or smell    

2. mid 1500s    

3. fast & agile    

4. endurance    

5. across running water    

6. large/deep open nostrils    

7. wet    

8. concentrates scent on nose 

9. necessary/vital quality    

10. loud deep baying noise 
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5-5 (Going Solo) 

1. after 2 weeks    

2. tries to find phone kiosk    

3. shaking with excitement    

4. 3 years ago    

5. that he was on way home    

6. checks contents of letters    

7. Kent    

8. lovely or elderly    

9. moved/bombed out    

10. that whole family might have  

killed 

 

5-6 (Witches and Fairies) 

1. earliest times    

2. sorcery/disappear/shapeshift/ 

magic salves    

3. night time 

4. no shortage of ideas    

5. race of dwarf people    

6. drove them into hiding    

7. Old Religion    

8. 2    

9. Assist country folk in labours    

10.  try to sink ships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-7 (The Lollipop Shoes) 

1. no return/not coming back    

2. clothes, money, credit cards, 

cheque book, keys 

3. fondness for/ good memories 

of/special    

4. puts it on bracelet    

5. trophy 

6. softly    

7. lit fireworks    

8. like the dead    

9. valerian and wild lettuce    

10. Scott and his friends 

 

5-8 (Ancient Russia) 

1. migrating people & ancient 

kingdoms    

2. a collection of cities    

3. early 9th century    

4. Varangians    

5. semi-legendary    

6. Novgorod    

7. used war/fighting to get control 

of    

8. Oleg    

9. 882    

10. grew/thrived/developed 

 

 



 Pegasys 2008 

 

5-9 (Chocolat) 

1. cooking    

2. association with magic/secrets    

3. ancient    

4. tools used for cooking 

5. doesn’t enjoy it    

6. restaurants    

7. ten or older    

8. in my head like maps 

9. magazines & railway stations    

10. baking bread/croissants 

 

5-10 (Oscar Fashion) 

1. WW2    

2. elegant & sumptuous    

3. rationing    

4. tighter/less fabric    

5. wearing hats 

6. hat maker    

7. during years of heaviest fighting    

8. seriousness    

9. agreed (gloss on)    

10. became something new 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-11 (Matilda) 

1. understand 

children/fair/interested in 

children/sympathetic    

2. shares feelings/willing to listen    

3. mystery    

4. capable/dominant/force to be 

reckoned with    

5. famous athlete    

6. neck/shoulders/arms/wrists/legs   

7. ugly/unpleasant 

8. cruel    

9. brown smock/belt/silver 

buckle/green breeches    

10. trousers with braces attached 

 

5-12 (Nun the Wiser) 

1. head to toe in black robes    

2. Greek Orthodox    

3. lugging wine/making wine 

4. Provence    

5. wine makers    

6. vineyards & orchards    

7. harvest time 11am to 5pm    

8. bumper    

9. jam/almond butter/chestnut 

puree/jelly & incense    

10. guests 
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5-13 (Bertie, May and Mrs fish) 

1. puts fingers in ears    

2. apple branches    

3. circular    

4. tractor engine    

5. sawdust flies & log tumbles off 

table    

6. saw whines/woodsaw 

screaming    

7. scrubbing legs of jodhpurs    

8. cake/meringues    

9. twiddling wireless knob    

10. saw cut his fingers off. 

 

5-14 (Dream Power) 

1. sleeping visions    

2. physical & psychological    

3. experience any image at will 

4. necessary/essential/built in    

5. no, so do animals    

6. 40 years    

7. 2 main 

8. eyeballs move constantly    

9. most realistic/descriptive    

10. rest body & mind/dream 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-15 (The Living Mountain) 

1. unpredictable    

2. in vain    

3. no strength to harm    

4. end of April    

5. clarity of air 

6. thick & heavy    

7. sparkling sun spangles on frosty 

snow    

8. Dubh Loch of Ben a’ Bhuird    

9. frosty wind or hot sun    

10. unbearable/can’t stand or put up 

with 

 

5-16 (Electromagnetic Radiation) 

1. anything plugged into 

electricity/emitting radio waves    

2. anxiety, depression, fatigue, 

headaches, immune system 

deficiencies    

3. open to/in presence of 

4. own static field    

5. man made electro smog    

6. Health Protection Agency 

7. formal investigation into using 

wireless computers in 

classrooms    

8. antenna   

9. frequency of radiation    

10. long term risks 
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5-17 (Memoirs) 

1. tearly morning    

2. book   

3. no-one awake/ everyone 

 sleeping   

4. white/cold with hoar-frost 

5. meadow filled with trees which 

 are specially planted or chosen   

6. read a little    

7. purple beech/blue cedars/ 

 silvery poplars 

8. bowl of hot chocolate and warm 

 buttered toast    

9. sit at table and do 'holiday tasks'    

10. fizzing/chattering/whispering/ 

 hum 

 

5-18 (Heart of the Matter) 

1. paunchy    

2. stressed out    

3. stroke & coronary heart disease    

4. cardiovascular disease    

5. someone has a heart attack    

6. physical inactivity and obesity 

7. 30 mins 5 times week    

8. 70%    

9. obesity rates doubled    

10. another number 

 

 

 

5-19(The Vampyre)  

1. huge house    

2. maggot white    

3. pools of darkness    

4. left alone/not modern 

5. began to scream    

6. trick    

7. she had called at the mansion 

gates before 

8. knock    

9. passers by    

10. like a poisonous cloud 

 

5-20 (Migraines) 

1. 6 million    

2. 30/40    

3. headaches    

4. happens more than once/again 

& again 

5. nausea/vomiting/sensitivity to 

sound & light/visual disturbance    

6. in bed for 3 days    

7. one-sided headache    

8. thinner/less wide    

9. serotonin 

10. trigger 

 

 

 

 

 


