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Queen Elizabeth 

 

Elizabeth became queen in 1558 when her sister Mary 
died. Elizabeth was very clever. Like her father, Henry, 
she had a bad temper and could become angry very easily 
if something annoyed her. 
 
While she was queen, the country of England became 
famous for lots of different things. William Shakespeare 
wrote many famous plays and explorers like Francis Drake 
and Walter Raleigh explored new lands.  
 
Elizabeth never got married during her lifetime and didn’t 
have any children of her own. This caused the people of 
England to worry about who would become king or queen 
when she died in 1603. 
 

 
*************************** 

 
1.       When did Elizabeth become queen? 

2.       What was it that caused her to become queen? 

3.       What was her sister’s name? 

4.       In what way was she like her father? 

5.       What country did Elizabeth rule? 

6.       Why was Shakespeare famous? 

7.       Who were the famous explorers? 

8.       Why did she not have any children? 

9.       Why were the people worried? 

10.     When did Elizabeth die? 

 

 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 1 
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Socks 
 

Socks was the happiest dog in town. He had black fur and two 
white paws that everyone said looked like a pair of socks. His 
favourite thing in the world was his bright yellow ball which was 
made of rubber and squeaked when he bit it. 
 
One day, Socks lost his ball in the park and came home looking 
very sad. Everyone tried to cheer him up but no matter what they 
did they couldn’t make Socks smile. They tickled his tummy and 
scratched his ears, but nothing seemed to work. He just lay there 
looking sad. 
 
Then Ben, his owner, had an idea. He ran to the shops and came 
back with a present in a beautiful box. Inside was a new ball that 
was a brighter yellow with red spots and squeaked even more 
loudly that the old one. When Socks saw his new ball he jumped 
up, barked with joy and chased his tail. He was the happiest he 
had ever been. 

 
 

*********************** 
 

1.       What kind of personality does Socks have? 

2.       How did he get his name? 

3.       What is his favourite thing? 

4.       What noise does his ball make? 

5.       Why was he sad? 

6.       What things do they do to try and cheer him up? 

7.       Why does this not work? 

8.       What is his present in? 

9.       How is his new ball better than the old one? 

10.     What does Socks do to show how happy he is? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 2) 
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Dinosaurs 
 

Dinosaurs were reptiles that lived on earth millions of years 
ago, before human beings appeared. There were many 
different kinds of dinosaurs and they lived in every part of the 
world. They ruled the land for more than 150 million years 
before dying out about 65 million years ago. 
 
There were over 300 different types of dinosaur who came in 
all shapes and sizes. Some were as tall as large buildings, 
while some were as small as chickens. Like most other 
reptiles, dinosaurs lived on land and laid eggs. Today’s 
reptiles include lizards, snakes and crocodiles. 
 
Some dinosaurs were meat-eaters who would either hunt their 
prey or eat dead animals they found. Others were plant-eaters 
who did not kill their prey, but instead lived on trees and other 
plants. Scientists call the meat-eaters carnivores and the 
plant-eaters herbivores. 
 

*************************** 
 
1.      What kind of creatures were dinosaurs? 

2.      When did they exist? 

3.      What parts of the world did they live in? 

4.      How long did they rule the earth? 

5.      When did they die out? 

6.      How many different types of dinosaurs were there? 

7.      How did they give birth to their young? 

8.      What are some of the reptiles that exist today? 

9.      What did the carnivores eat? 

10.    What did the herbivores eat? 

 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 3) 
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The Storm 

 
The wind howled and the rain smashed against the windows 
of the cottage. What seemed like every couple of minutes, the 
night sky was lit up by a blue flash of lightning and the walls 
shook as the thunder roared. 
 
The children were huddled under the blanket in the living room 
looking out into the darkness with a mixture of fear and 
excitement. 
They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up for an extra half 
hour and watch the storm, saying that they wouldn’t have 
been able to sleep anyway. Their mother had finally agreed. 
 
The children imagined themselves as sailors on a ship that 
was being tossed and blown about on the waves, water 
splashing onto the deck and nothing but the sea for miles 
around. It felt good to be warm and safe inside while outside 
the storm continued to blow angrily. 

 
 

************************* 
 
1.       What noise does the wind make? 

2.       How do you know the rain is very heavy? 

3.       What colour is the lightning? 

4.       How are the children feeling? 

5.       How much longer are the children allowed to stay up? 

6.       What reason do they give for not going to bed? 

7.       Where do they imagine they are? 

8.       What do they think is happening to the ship? 

9.       Why do they feel safe? 

10.     What word in the final paragraph describes the storm? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 4) 
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Bicycles and Unicycles 
 

Bicycles were invented just over two hundred years ago. They 
are a cheap and easy way for people to get around which is 
faster than walking and does not damage the environment. A 
bicycle has two wheels and a saddle for sitting on. 
 
A Unicycle is like a bicycle, but has only one wheel instead of 
two. 
They are more difficult to ride because they are not as well 
balanced. They are mostly used in circuses, where clowns 
often ride them to make people laugh. 
 
Nowadays, there are lots of different types of bicycles. The 
most popular are racing or mountain bikes. Racing bikes have 
thin wheels and light frames to help the rider go as fast as 
possible. Mountain bikes have thicker wheels that grip well 
and lots of gears to help the rider climb hills. 

 
************************* 

 
1.     When were bicycles invented? 

2.     What are the benefits of riding a bike? 

3.     How many wheels does a bicycle have? 

4.     What is the main difference between a bicycle and unicycle? 

5.     Why are unicycles more difficult to ride? 

6.     Where are they mostly used? 

7.     Why do you think they make people laugh? 

8.     What are the most popular types of bikes nowadays? 

9.     Why are racing bikes faster? 

10.   Why do mountain bikes have thick wheels? 

 
 

 
(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 5) 
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The Zoo 

 
I love going to the zoo. The sounds and smells are different to 
anywhere else and I get to learn all about the different animals. 
Sometimes though, I feel a little sorry for the animals because 
they’re locked up in their cages and not free to run or fly 
around.  
 
I once had a dream where the lions had escaped and were 
chasing people, trying to steal their burgers and crisps and I 
was the only one who could talk to them. I was able to read 
their minds and made them all promise not to hurt anyone and 
to go back to their cage. Everyone was very impressed by my 
bravery and I was given a medal and a pass which let me 
come to the zoo every day for free. 
 
Of course, that was when I was much younger and looking 
back it seems a silly dream now. Anyway, I still love the zoo 
but I don’t know how much longer I’ll keep going. The older I 
get the sadder the animals seem to be and maybe it would be 
a good idea to take them back to their real homes where they 
might be happier. 

 
************************* 

1.       Where does the character love going? 

2.       What is different to anywhere else? 

3.       Why does he feel sorry for the animals? 

4.       What is unusual about the lions in the dream? 

5.       How does the character talk to them? 

6.       What was the character given as a reward for bravery?         

7.       Why does the dream seem silly? 

8.       How does he feel about the zoo as he gets older? 

9.       Why is this? 

10.     What does the character think might be a good thing to do 
 for the animals? 

 
(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 6) 
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Plants 
 

Many different types of plants can be grown at home in pots, 
window-boxes or hanging baskets. Plants are grown from 
seeds but they can also be grown from pieces of other plants, 
called cuttings. To grow well, plants need light, air, water and 
heat. 
 
Plants use the energy from sunlight to make their own food 
from water and carbon dioxide. Wild plants attract many 
different types of birds and insects. These help to spread the 
plants’ seeds over a wide area and allow them to grow in 
many places. 
 
Human beings use plants for lots of different purposes, 
including for food, building houses, treating illnesses and even 
making cars go. 
 
Also, flowers are often used for decoration in peoples’ houses 
and as presents. Although plants are very important to us, 
many are in danger of dying out because of humans’ use of 
chemicals and destruction of forests. 
 

**************************** 
 

1.       How can plants be grown at home? 

2.       In what different ways can plants be grown? 

3.       What do plants need in order to grow well? 

4.       Where do they get the energy to make their own food? 

5.       What do they make food from? 

6.       What helps to spread the seeds? 

7.       What kinds of things do humans use plants for? 

8.       Why do people buy flowers? 

9.       Why are plants so important to us? 

10.     How are human beings becoming a threat to some plants? 

         (Close Reading Pack 2 -Passage 7) 
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Grisel and the Easter Eggs 
 

Grisel was a chocoholic- that is to say, she loved chocolate and 
could never get enough. It didn’t matter that it made her sick. 
Throwing up after she had gobbled a whole box of Milk Tray made 
no difference. 
 
However the family did not keep her supplied with whole bars and 
boxes of the stuff, and Grisel rarely had enough money to buy 
herself more than a small tube of smarties. 
 
Now everyone has a favourite time of year and for Grisel this was 
not Christmas or summer holidays, but Easter. Easter was the one 
day dedicated to eating chocolate. What’s more, the chocolate 
from which Easter eggs are made is the best chocolate of all. 
 
…Her first urge was grab the eggs and gobble them up on the spot 
but knew her parents would not approve.  She looked at the eggs 
in their shiny foil; and, as she looked, tears filled her eyes. The 
eggs were even bigger than they looked because more than half of 
them was hidden. 

 
(Adapted from Grisel and the Tooth Fairy by Roger Collinson) 

 
************************* 

 
1.      What kind of person is Grisel? 

2.      What does the word ‘chocoholic’ mean? 

3.      What happens when she eats too much chocolate? 

4.      Why does she not eat it all the time? 

5.      How do you know that there aren’t lots of smarties? 

6.      What is her favourite time of year? 

7.      Explain why. 

8.      Why does she especially like Easter eggs? 

9.      What words tell you she wanted to eat them quickly? 

10.    How do you know she is upset because she can’t? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 8) 
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The Egyptians 
 
 

The River Nile runs through the deserts of Egypt in North Africa. 
The river flooded each year and left a thick mud. Farmers grew 
crops on the mud of the riverbanks, providing food for the people in 
the towns and cities. Egypt became a very powerful kingdom with 
many great palaces and tombs of kings. 
 
About 5000 years ago, the Egyptians buried their kings in huge 
pyramids which contained lots of treasures. These pyramids were 
built by thousands of workers and slaves who had to work in the 
hot sun of the desert. 
 
Instead of a single God, the Egyptians worshipped many different 
gods who each fulfilled a different role. Ra was the Sun god and 
Osiris was the god of death. The Egyptians made many paintings 
and statues of their gods in order to praise and worship them.  
 
 

*************************** 
 
 
 

1.     What is the name of the river in Egypt? 

2.     What part of Africa is Egypt in? 

3.     What happened to the river each year? 

4.     Who provided the food for the people in towns and cities? 

5.     When did the Egyptians build their pyramids? 

6.     Who did they bury in them? 

7.     Who built the pyramids? 

8.     Explain why building them would have been a difficult job. 

9.     What is unusual about the Egyptians’ gods? 

10.   Why did they make paintings and build statues? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 9) 
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Eve and Sean 

 

Eve and Sean lived in a beautiful white house with their mum and 
dad, their little brother, two cats and a dog.  As well as being 
brother and sister, they were also best friends and loved to explore 
in their huge garden together. 
 
Although they had to be very careful, their favourite place was 
down by the river that ran behind their house. The water was very 
clear and sometimes sparkled like gold in the sunshine. Often they 
could see fish swimming below, but never tried to catch them 
because they thought it would be cruel to take them away from 
their homes and families. 
 
After school, they liked nothing better than to change into their old 
clothes and race as fast as they could through the long grass and 
over the fence that led to the water. As soon as they reached the 
path, they could hear the gurgling of the river in the distance. 

 
 

************************* 
 

1.    How do you know the characters live in a nice house? 

2.    How many people are in their family? 

3.    What tells you that they like each other? 

4.    Why do they have to be careful? 

5.    Where is the river? 

6.    What makes the water sparkle like gold? 

7.    Why do they not try and catch the fish? 

8.    Why do you think they change into old clothes? 

9.    What word describes how quickly they move? 

10.  What word describes the sound of the water? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 10) 

 
 



 

Pegasys 2008 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 

 
When Elizabeth was born in 1926, no-one thought the young 
princess would be queen. Then when she was 10 years old, her 
uncle gave up the throne and her father George VI became king. 
Elizabeth was older than her sister Margaret which meant she 
would become queen. 
 
After the War ended in 1945, Elizabeth married Philip. They had 
four children. Their eldest son, Charles, became Prince of Wales 
and next in line to the throne. Elizabeth became queen in 1952. 
She was in Kenya in Africa when she heard the news that her 
father had died. 
 
One year later, she was crowned queen in Westminster Abbey and 
people from all over the world came to watch. Many more people 
watched on television as she was crowned. In 1977 Elizabeth 
celebrated her Silver Jubilee. She had been queen for 25 years.  
In 2002, she celebrated her Golden Jubilee, having been queen for 
50 years. 

 
 
 

1.       When was Elizabeth born? 

2.       When did her father become King? 

3.       Why did he become King? 

4.       When did the war end? 

5.       What was the name of Elizabeth’s husband? 

6.       How many children did she have? 

7.       When did she become queen? 

8.       Where was she when she heard about her father’s death? 

9.       How many years had she been queen at her Silver Jubilee? 

10.     In what year did she celebrate her Golden Jubilee? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 - Passage 11) 
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Neria, Natron and Knives 

 
The two men left the old town and walked towards the dusty desert 
in the east. A warm wind whirled sand around them and they 
covered their faces with scarves. The path was rocky and as they 
came near a large boulder the big man pulled a black, stone knife 
and checked it was safe to walk past. 
 
"What’s a pyramid?" Neria asked. 
Antef stepped, took the knife and scratched in the road dust a 
large triangle. 
"What are they?" Neria asked  
"They are huge stone piles that reach up to the clouds. They used 
to bury the dead kings in them in the old days," Antef said. "Up in 
the north, there are nearly a hundred of these tombs. Each one 
took years to build and thousands of farmers worked on them 
when it was too dry to work in the fields…" 

 
(From Tomb of Treasure by Terry Deary) 

 
 

********************************************** 

 

1.     How many men are  at the start of the story? 

2.     What word describes the town? 

3.     What is the wind like? 

4.     Why are they wearing scarves? 

5.     Why does the man take out his knife? 

6.     What shape are pyramids? 

7.     How can you tell that the pyramids are big? 

8.     What were they used for? 

9.     How many tombs are there in the north? 

10.   Why did the farmers work on them? 

 
 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 12) 
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Volcanoes 

 

Under the surface of the earth lies a layer of liquid rock called 
magma. The red-hot rock escapes through weak spots in the 
earth’s crust, bursting out of volcanoes which are on land and 
under the sea. There are about 700 volcanoes on earth which 
are active. An active volcano is one which has the potential to 
erupt. 
 
When the pressure under the earth builds up, the magma is 
forced to the surface through holes called vents. The erupting 
volcano sends lava and clouds of thick dusty ash up into the 
earth’s atmosphere. Often, people are killed and property is 
damaged by the hot lava. 
 
After a volcanic eruption, the ash and lava which have 
escaped settle on the ground and go into the soil. It can often 
help the soil become more fertile which allows plants and 
crops to grow and leads to people returning and living in the 
shadow of the volcano. 

 
********************* 

 
1.      Where is the layer of liquid rock? 

2.      What is this liquid rock called? 

3.      Where are volcanoes found? 

4.      How many active volcanoes are there? 

5.      What is an ‘active’ volcano? 

6.      What are the holes in the earth called? 

7.      What is released by the volcano? 

8.      Why is the hot lava dangerous? 

9.      What does ‘fertile’ mean? 

10.    Explain why people might go back and live near a volcano. 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 13) 
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The Forest 
 

Izzy gazed up at the sky, then turned to Rosie with tears in her 
eyes. “You know, Marcus and I used to play a game all the 
time,” she said softly. “It was called the cloud game. We’d both 
lie on the grass, look up at the clouds and try to see shapes in 
them – like a bird, or a face or a tree." 
 
The two girls sat very still. Rosie could hear birds singing 
above her head. Then she heard the sound of hooves softly 
padding on the forest floor. Suddenly she saw a face peeping 
out from behind a tree. It was a man’s face, but he had two 
sharp little horns on his head and pointed, furry ears. 
 
There was a moment of silence, and then the faun’s face 
reappeared. Then he stepped out of the trees and trotted 
towards them… 

 

(From The Cloud Princess by Katie Chase) 
 

***************************** 
 

1.      What word tells you that Izzy is looking at the sky? 

2.      How can you tell she is upset? 

3.      What is the name of the game she used to play? 

4.      What are they looking for in the clouds? 

5.      In paragraph 2 what is the first thing Rosie hears? 

6.      What words describe the noise of the hooves? 

7.      Where has the ‘man’ been hiding? 

8.      What is unusual about him? 

9.      Why do you think there was a ‘moment of silence’? 

10.    What word describes how the faun moves? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 14) 
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The Human Body 
 

The human body has thousands of different parts that work 
together to keep a person alive and well. Each group of parts 
has a particular job. For example, muscles keep your body 
moving, while blood carries oxygen around to all the different 
parts. 
 
The bones in your body make up a structure called a skeleton 
which protects all the organs in the body from getting 
damaged. Muscles are attached to the bones and pull on them 
to allow you to move. To make all this happen, messages are 
sent from nerve cells in the brain. 
 
The body can be viewed as a machine where all the different 
parts have to work together and are equally important. This is 
because the brain, muscles and bones all depend on each 
other and if one is not working properly, the others can't either. 
 
 

**************************** 
 

1.     How many different parts make up the human body? 

2.     Why do they need to work together? 

3.     What do the muscles do? 

4.     Why is blood important? 

5.     What is the structure made by the bones? 

6.     What does this do? 

7.     Explain how the bones and muscles work together. 

8.     What controls the body’s movements? 

9.     Where are these messages sent from? 

10.   How is the body like a machine?    

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 15) 
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Weird Weather 
 

Felicity Wishes was meeting her friends Holly, Polly, and Daisy on 
the corner of Star Street so that they could fly to school together. 
But by the time she arrived, a thick fog had descended on Little 
Blossoming. The High Street, the fields, the apple orchard and 
even the ice rink were all covered in fog. 
 
None of the fairy friends could see anything further than the end of 
their wands. Trying not to bump into each other was proving 
impossible, let alone trying to fly to school. 
“I suggest we go very, very slowly,” said Polly sensibly. 
 
So the four fairy friends began their slow journey to school, Felicity 
leading them. 
“How do you know if we’re going the right way?” shouted Holly 
from the back. 
“I can hear the ducks on the pond!” shouted Felicity. “It sounds like 
they’re under us just now.” 

 
(From Weird Weather by Emma Thomson) 

 
 

***************************** 
 

1.      What was Felicity doing? 

2.      What do you notice about the names Holly and Polly? 

3.      Where are they meeting? 

4.      What is unusual about how they plan to get to school? 

5.      What does ‘descended’ mean? 

6.      What is covered by the fog? 

7.      How far can they see? 

8.      Why do they decide to go slowly? 

9.      Who leads the way to school? 

10.    How do they know they are going the right way? 

 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 16) 
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Hippos 

 

The name hippopotamus means river horse but hippos are in 
fact related to pigs. It is a very large mammal that lives near 
lakes and rivers in Africa. The only animal that is larger than a 
hippo is an elephant. 
 
Hippos spend most of the day in water and are very good 
swimmers. They have eyes on the top of their heads so that 
they can stand underwater and watch what is going on without 
being seen. They can also hold their breath for up to ten 
minutes. 
 
Although hippos have large teeth and powerful jaws, they eat 
only plants. They can be dangerous to humans though and 
have been known to attack people, especially if their young 
are threatened. 
 

************************** 
 
 
1.      What does the name hippopotamus mean? 

2.      What animals are they closely related to? 

3.      Where do hippos live? 

4.      What is the only animal larger than a hippo? 

5.      How do they spend their days? 

6.      Why are their eyes on top of their heads? 

7.      How long can they hold their breath? 

8.      Why might hippos look dangerous? 

9.      What kind of food do they eat? 

10.    What might cause them to attack a human? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 17) 
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Shiverham Hall 

 
Shiverham Hall was a hotel with a difference. All the guests were 
dead. Ghosts came from the spirit world to be greeted by 
Shiverham’s spooky staff. There were twenty-two ice-cold 
bedrooms, a poltergeist-powered jacuzzi and a string quartet 
playing haunting tunes. 
 
No living soul dared visit the hotel. It was far too creepy. The 
ghosts were left in peace. Then, one afternoon, the hotel’s deathly 
hush was shattered. Most of the ghosts were napping. Mister 
Quiver, the hotel manager, had come down for a glass of water. 
 
Suddenly a round-faced man flung open the front door and strode 
up to the reception desk. 
“This is just what I’ve been looking for,” he boomed. A tall thin man 
scuttled after him. “Um, are you sure Mister Skate?” he asked 
nervously. 
 

(From Stories of Ghosts by Russell Punter) 

 
 

***************************** 
 

1.      What is the name of the hotel? 

2.      What is the ‘difference’ the writer is talking about? 

3.      Where do the ghosts come from? 

4.      What adjective describes the staff? 

5.      What powers the jacuzzi? 

6.      Why would no living person come to the hotel? 

7.      What does ‘deathly hush’ mean? 

8.      Who is the hotel manager? 

9.      What word describes how the man opens the door? 

10.    Why do you think the tall, thin man is nervous? 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 18) 
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Seasons 

 

The year is divided into four seasons. They are spring, summer, 
autumn and winter. In spring the weather becomes warmer and 
many plants begin to grow after the cold winter. In autumn, the 
weather becomes cooler, leaves fall from the trees and many birds 
fly to warmer places. 
 
Seasons happen because the North Pole and the South Pole take 
it in turns to tilt towards the sun. When the North Pole tilts, it is 
summer in the north half of the world and six months later, when it 
is the turn of the south, it is summer in the southern half. Spring 
and autumn happen when the earth is between its summer and 
winter positions. 
 
At the poles, there are only two seasons – summer and winter. 
During winter, the sun never rises and in summer the sun shines 
all day and there are no real nights. Around the middle of the earth 
is the equator which is not affected by the tilting and has no real 
differences between the seasons. 

 
 

**************************** 
 
 

1.      How many seasons is the year divided into? 

2.      What are the names of the different seasons? 

3.      What happens in spring? 

4.      What happens in autumn? 

5.      Why do birds fly away before winter? 

6.      Why do we have different seasons? 

7.      How long does it take to change from summer to winter? 

8.      How many seasons are there at the poles? 

9.      What is the part around the middle of the earth? 

10.    Why is there no difference in the seasons at this part of the  
         earth? 
 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 19) 
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Nutmouses 
 

A few days after the school pipes burst, it started to snow. It was 
only fleeting at first, and when the Nutmouses poked their noses 
outdoors after breakfast it looked as if it might not settle. But it 
snowed all day, thicker and faster, and by tea-time the whole 
village had been blanketed. 
 
Shortly after four o’clock, Mrs Nutmouse visited the Mildews’ 
kitchen to borrow a few bits and pieces for her bread and butter 
pudding. 
There was snow coming in under the garden door and it was so 
cold that she could see her breath making little grey clouds in the 
air. 
 
Drawing her woollen cape tight round her shoulders, she took a bit 
of frosty butter, then scuttled as fast as she could back to 
Nutmouse Hall. Mr Nutmouse was in the kitchen, leaning against 
the stove. He was hoping for his tea. 
 
 

**************************** 

1.       What happened to the school pipes? 

2.       What time of year is the story taking place? 

3.       What word describes the way the snow fell? 

4.       What does ‘blanketed’ mean? 

5.       What time does Mrs Nutmouse visit the kitchen? 

6.       What kind of food is she making? 

7.       How can you tell it is very cold? 

8.       Why does she draw her cape around her shoulders? 

9.       Where is Mr Nutmouse? 

10.     What is he hoping for? 

 

 

(Close Reading Pack 2 -  Passage 20) 
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Close Reading Pack 2 -  Answers 

 

Passage 1 (Queen Elizabeth) 
 
1.      1558. 
2.      Death of her sister. 
3.      Mary. 
4.      She had a bad temper. 
5.      England. 
6.      Wrote lots of plays / playwright. 
7.      Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh. 
8.      She never married. 
9.      Didn’t know who would become king or queen when  

she died. 
10.    1603. 
 
Passage 2 (Socks) 
 
1.      Happy. 
2.      His two white paws. 
3.      Bright yellow ball. 
4.      Squeaks. 
5.      He had lost his ball. 
6.      Tickled his tummy and scratched his ears. 
7.      He wants his ball back. 
8.      A beautiful box. 
9.      Has red spots and louder squeak. 
10.    Jumps up, barks and chases his tail. 
 
Passage 3 (Dinosaurs) 
 
1.      Reptiles. 
2.      Millions of years ago. 
3.      Every part. 
4.      150 million years. 
5.      65 million years ago. 
6.      Over 300. 
7.      Laid eggs. 
8.      Lizards, snakes, crocodiles. 
9.      Meat. 
10.    Plants. 
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Passage 4 (The Storm) 
 
1.      Howls. 
2.      It smashes against the window. 
3.      Blue. 
4.      Excited and scared. 
5.      Half an hour. 
6.      They can’t get to sleep. 
7.      On a ship. 
8.      It is being tossed about on the waves. 
9.      Because they are in their house. 
10.    ‘Angrily’. 
 
Passage 5 (Bicycles and Unicycles) 
 
1.      Over two hundred years ago. 
2.      Faster than walking / good for environment. 
3.      Two. 
4.      A unicycle only has one wheel. 
5.      They are not as well balanced. 
6.      Circuses. 
7.      Because they fall off. 
8.      Racing and mountain bikes. 
9.      Light frames and thin wheels. 
10.    To grip. 
 
Passage 6 (The Zoo) 
 
1.      The zoo. 
2.      The sounds and smells. 
3.      They are locked up. 
4.      They like burgers and crisps. 
5.      He can read their minds. 
6.      A medal and a pass for the zoo. 
7.      Because he is older. 
8.      Sad. 
9.      Because the animals seem unhappy. 
10.    To take them back to their homes. 
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Passage 7 (Plants) 
 
1.      Pots, window boxes or hanging baskets. 
2.      From seeds or from pieces of other plants. 
3.      Light, air, water and heat. 
4.      Sunlight. 
5.      Water (and carbon dioxide). 
6.      Birds and insects. 
7.      Building houses, medicines, making cars go. 
8.      Presents or for decoration. 
9.      We use them for so many different things. 
10.    By using chemicals and cutting down forests. 
 
Passage 8 (Grisel and the Easter Eggs) 
 
1.      A chocoholic (accept greedy) 
2.      Loves chocolate. 
3.      It makes her sick. 
4.      She doesn’t have enough money. 
5.      It is a small tube. 
6.      Easter. 
7.      She gets to eat chocolate all day. 
8.      They are made from the best chocolate. 
9.      ‘Gobble them up’. 
10.    Her eyes fill with tears. 
 
Passage 9 (The Egyptians) 
 
1.      The Nile. 
2.      North Africa. 
3.      It flooded. 
4.      The farmers. 
5.      About 5000 years ago. 
6.      Their kings. 
7.      Workers and slaves. 
8.      It was very hot. 
9.      Lots of different gods. 
10.    To praise and worship the gods. 
 
 
 



 

Pegasys 2008 

 
 
Passage 10 (Eve and Sean) 
 
1.      ‘Beautiful’. 
2.      Five. 
3.      They are best friends. 
4.      They might fall in. 
5.      Behind their house. 
6.      The sunlight. 
7.      They think it would be cruel. 
8.      So their school uniforms are kept clean. 
9.      ‘Race’. 
10.    ‘Gurgling’. 
 
Passage 11 (Queen Elizabeth II) 
 
1.      1926. 
2.      1936 (When she was 10) 
3.       Her uncle gave up the throne. 
4.      1945. 
5.      Philip. 
6.      Four. 
7.      1952. 
8.      Africa (Kenya). 
9.      25. 
10.    2002. 
 
Passage 12 (Neria Natron and Knives) 
 
1.      Two. 
2.      Old. 
3.      Warm. 
4.      To protect their faces (from the wind).  
5.      To check it is safe to walk past the boulder. 
6.      Triangle. 
7.      They ‘reach up to the clouds’. 
8.      To bury the dead kings. 
9.      Nearly a hundred. 
10.    The fields were too dry. 
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Passage 13 (Volcanoes) 
 
1.      Under the surface of the earth. 
2       Magma. 
3.      On land and under the sea. 
4.      About 700. 
5.      One that has the potential to erupt. 
6.      Vents. 
7.      Lava and clouds of ash. 
8.      People are killed and property damaged. 
9.      It is good for growing things. 
10.    Because the land is good for growing plants and crops. 
 
Passage 14 (The Forest) 
 
1.      ‘Gazed’. 
2.      She has tears in her eyes. 
3.      The cloud game. 
4.      Shapes. 
5.      The birds singing. 
6.      ‘Padding’. 
7.      Behind the tree. 
8.      He has horns and pointed ears. 
9.      They are surprised. 
10.    ‘Trotted’. 
 
Passage 15 (The Human Body) 
 
1.      Thousands. 
2.      To keep a person alive and well. 
3.      Keep the body moving. 
4.      It carries oxygen around. 
5.      The skeleton. 
6.      Protects the organs. 
7.      Muscles are attached to bones and pull them. 
8.      Messages sent from nerve cells. 
9.      The brain. 
10.    All the parts depend on each other. 
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Passage 16 (Weird Weather) 
 
1.      Meeting her friends. 
2.      They rhyme. 
3.      On the corner of Star Street. 
4.      They are going to fly. 
5.      Come down, 
6.      The High Street, the fields, the orchard, the ice rink. 
7.      To the end of their wands. 
8.      So they don’t bump into each other. 
9.      Felicity. 
10.    They can hear the ducks. 
 
Passage 17 (Hippos) 
 
1.      River horse. 
2.      Pigs. 
3.      Near lakes and rivers (in Africa). 
4.      An elephant. 
5.      In the water. 
6.      They can see what is going on when they’re in the water. 
7.      Up to ten minutes. 
8.      Large teeth and powerful jaws. 
9.      Plants. 
10.    If their young are threatened. 
 
Passage 18  
 
1.      Shiveram Hall. 
2.      Guests are dead. 
3.      The Spirit World. 
4.      ‘Spooky’. 
5.      A poltergeist. 
6.      It was too creepy. 
7.      Total silence. 
8.      Mister Quiver. 
9.      ‘Flung’. 
10.    The place seems very creepy. 
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Passage 19 (Seasons) 
 
1.      Four. 
2.      Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. 
3.      It becomes warmer and plants begin to grow. 
4.      Grows colder. 
5.      They go to warmer places. 
6.      The North and South Pole take turns to tilt towards the sun. 
7.      Six months. 
8.      Two. 
9.      The equator. 
10.    Not affected by tilting. 
 
 
Passage 20 (Nutmouses) 
 
1.      They froze. 
2.      Winter. 
3.      ‘Blanketed’. 
4.      Covered. 
5.      Shortly after four o’clock. 
6.      Bread and butter pudding. 
7.      She can see her breath. 
8.      To keep warm. 
9.      In the kitchen. 
10.    His tea. 
 
 
 


