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Task 1: Look at the following pairs of sentences.  Explain the difference between each 

pair – in each pair, the second sentence has an extra word or the verb is different.  

Think about what difference that word makes.  Remember to look up any words you 

don’t know.  Increasing your vocabulary is the best way of improving your English. 

Example: 

a) The boy entered the room.  b) The boy tore into the room. 

Answer: In the first sentence it does not tell you about his speed but in the  

second one it suggests he came in really fast.  

1a) The woman walked along the road. 1b) The woman staggered along the road. 

Answer: The first sentence it does not tell you …………………….but in the second sentence 

it describes that she was unsteady on her feet. 

2a) They laughed at the girl.  2b) They laughed mockingly at the girl. 

3a) The teenagers hung around the bus stop.   

3b) The gang of youths hung around the bus stop. (Think about which sounds more 

threatening) 

4a) The children ran through the corridors. 

4b) The children stampeded through the corridors. 

5a) George leaned over his friend.  5b) George towered over his friend. 

6a) Everyone took part in the games. 6b) Everyone willingly took part in the games. 

7a) The pupil did his work adequately. 7b) The pupil did his work wonderfully. 

8a) “Thank you,” said the teacher sternly.  

8b) ”Thank you,” said the teacher delightedly. 
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9a) You should be able to comment on words now. 

9b) You should be able to comment confidently on words now. 

10a) Karen loves watching soaps on television. 

10b) Karen is obsessed with watching soaps on television. 

11a) Ms Cox will be disappointed if you fail your NAB. 

11b) Ms Cox will be distraught if you fail your NAB. 

Finally, explain which of these phrases you would prefer to have said about you and why.   

1“You are one of the most delightful students I have ever taught.”   

OR 

2“You are the most industrious student I have ever taught.” 

Task 2: In pairs think up a basic story about a prisoner being rescued by a soldier. This 

story needs be more no more than 100 words. Don’t worry about any description. 

Now - you have your basic story. Just like the sentences above redraft adding in some 

interesting words! You could add in some from the sentences above? Stuck? Flick 

through your dictionaries and scan for some interesting words. 

 

 


