
Camera Angles in Media 



Learning Intention 

•To consider how 
camera is used 

in films 



Success Criteria 

By the end of this lesson you will: 

Have planned how you would film a 
scene to a brief, using different 
camera angles 



Recap – match the term to the definition 
Term Definition

Diegetic The sounds that the character would not be 
able to hear like the added voice over 

Non diegetic Sounds the character could hear like a 
doorbell or someone talking 

Parallel When the images on screen do not match 
the sound. For example, when there is really 
happy music in a sad scene 

Contrapuntal parallel When the images on screen match up to the 
music choice 



Camera Angles 

• This literally refers to the way the camera is positioned in relation to 
the actors and how this then comes across on the screen when 
watching the film. 

• When films started being made, they only used one camera which 
was pointed directly at the subjects on a tripod.  This made it more 
like watching a play and was less interactive for the audience. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztczp4Mk7wI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztczp4Mk7wI


Camera angles 

As film making developed, film makers were able to adapt and improve 
the different types of camera equipment and angles that they used. 

We are going to focus on: 

Extreme close up 

Close up

Medium shot 



Extreme close up 

•Watch the clip 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_-D-
yzzbxE

•Based on this clip, why do you think that 
extreme close ups might be used? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_-D-yzzbxE


Extreme close up 

• The extreme close-up shot is traditionally used in film to allow the 
viewer to enter the character’s intimate space, revealing certain 
characteristics and emotions that would otherwise go unnoticed from 
afar. This unnaturally close view intensifies feelings that the character 
is experiencing and allows us to feel sympathy for, and establish a 
connection with, the character in question. At such an extreme 
intimate proximity, every subtle expression, muscle movement, facial 
characteristic, reflection and detail becomes that much more 
apparent. In this way, it emphasizes the dramatic importance of the 
scene, making it stand out with respect to the movie as a whole.



Extreme close up 

• The extreme close up shot can also be used as part of foreshadowing 
to draw the viewers attention toward something that might be 
important, like a murder weapon, or, in soaps, often something that 
will lead to the big cliffhanger at the end of the episode. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miw77RVPbmY 3.13 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miw77RVPbmY


Close up 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9-
WfeJzQi0 why are close up shots used? 

•(note, some of the examples in this 
video are actually extreme close ups) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9-WfeJzQi0


Close ups 

• In the closeup shot, a certain feature or part of the subject takes up 
most of the frame. A close up of a person usually means a close up of 
their face (unless specified otherwise).

• Close-ups are obviously useful for showing detail and can also be used 
as a cut-in.

• A close-up of a person emphasizes their emotional state. Whereas a 
mid-shot or wide-shot is more appropriate for delivering facts and 
general information, a close-up exaggerates facial expressions which 
convey emotion. The viewer is drawn into the subject's personal 
space and shares their feelings.









Medium shot 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=dQV2-6_0ZeY

•What is a medium shot and why is it 
used? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQV2-6_0ZeY


Medium shot 

• The medium shot is a general, all-purpose shot. Medium shots are 
used for dialogue sequences, and they allow the viewer to pick up on 
the character's movements and gestures. Body language is important 
to conveying emotion, and the medium shot remains close enough to 
capture that emotion. Medium shots are also good for small group 
shots, such as a conversation between characters. The medium shot 
often is partnered with a close-up shot, because it is not necessarily 
used for establishing shots. Medium shots are best for individuals or 
small groups; more than three or four people in the scene will require 
you to use a different type of shot. 









Other types of shot 

•Eye level shot 
•Low angle shot 
•High angle shot 
•Birds eye view shot 



Why do they matter? 

Task: 

Attempt to complete the Harry Potter handout. Use the 
image examples to help you to work out why each one 
is being used.  

We will go through the answers as a class afterward so 
it doesn’t matter if you don’t get the answer quite 
right. 



Eye level shot 

•This puts the viewer on 
an equal stance with 
the character. It is 
considered to be 
emotionally neutral and 
is best used for straight, 
factual presentation. 



Low Angle Shot 

•Makes the 
character on the 
screen seem 
intimidating and 
powerful.



High Angle Camera shots 

•Makes the 
character on the 
screen seem 
weak and 
vulnerable. 



Birds Eye View 

•Shows the area and how 
large the area is. Is a 
good shot for showing 
the large scale of an 
event or how small and 
insignificant the 
character is/ is feeling. 





Camera Movements 

• Panning – the camera goes slowly form side to side (it does not go up 
and down) 

• Tilt – where the camera moves up and down but does not move left 
or right 

• Crane – where the camera is mounted on a crane and can move some 
distance from the ground 

• Tracking – where the camera follows the action, moving alongside the 
subject (often used in sports) 

• Rolling – the camera is tracking but it is tracking diagonally 



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqQ8Y9Sjp7o

• Identify and list the different camera angle movements used in the 
clip

• How does the music reflect what is happening in the clip?

• How does the camera reflect the mood? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqQ8Y9Sjp7o

