
National 5
Crime and the Law



Weekly unit 1 plan

1. Rights and the Law

2. Causes and Types of crime

3. Effects of crime on different groups 

4. Cost and extent of crime in the UK

5. Role of the Police

6. Role of the Courts & criminal punishments

7. Role of Prison services

8. Initiatives to tackle crime (Government, Police and Court)

9. Role of the Children's Hearing Panel



1 – Rights and the Law

Learning Intentions

1. We will find out what rights we 
have in the UK according to the 
law and discuss why

2. We will how the legal process 
works and how and why laws 
are introduced and changed



Starter

Can you guess what the 
legal age is for the 

following activities? 
Collect a worksheet from 

the teacher and work 
your way through the 

list.  We will go over the 
answers in 10 minutes. 



The Law – read, match, write
• In a ___________, like the _____, 

nobody is above the law. About one 
________ new laws are passed each 
year. A _________ new law is called a 
______. These proposed laws must be 
agreed by both Houses of 
___________, the Commons and _____ 
. New laws must receive Royal Assent 
(an official signature) from the 
________ before they can become Acts 
of Parliament and therefore _____. 

• Parliament
• Queen
• Lords
• Bill
• UK
• Laws

• Proposed
• Democracy
• Hundred

In a Democracy like the UK, nobody is above 
the law. About one hundred new laws are 
passed each year. A proposed new law is 

called a bill. These proposed laws must be 
agreed by both Houses of Parliament, the 

Commons and Lords. New laws must receive 
Royal Assent (an official signature) from the 

Queen before they can become Acts of 
Parliament and therefore Laws. 



Law process
Step 1 – Draft bills

Step 2 – Debate the purpose and impact of 
bill

Step 3 – Committee (specific MPs with 
knowledge on the area will scrutinise the 

legislation) 
Step 4 – Each house (Commons and Lords) will 

get the opportunity to suggest amendments 
and finalise agreements 

Step 5 – When both Houses agree the final 
content, a bill is approved by the Queen and 

becomes a law or ‘Act of Parliament’.



Who makes the law?

➢Any member of a Parliament (MP or MSP) can propose a 
change or new law

➢A Lord from the House of Lords can propose or change a 
law, this is called a Private Peers Bill 

➢A member of the public, charity or organisation may 
campaign for a change or new law to be introduced 



Activity
Can you think of or find out 4 countries that has
VERY different laws to ours? Write down the
country and the law that is different.

• Saudi Arabia - The public practice of any form of religion other than Islam is 
illegal

• USA – Right to bear arms
• Netherlands – Legal to smoke Cannabis 
• Singapore – Chewing gum is illegal

• China – Facebook, YouTube and other social media is banned in China
• UK – It’s illegal to be drunk in a pub!



‘Explain, in detail, reasons why laws are important’ 

You can use the icons on this slide to help you in your answer. 

“One reason laws are an important aspect of our society is ….” x6



Reasons to have laws - Safety

• Laws protect our general safety and ensure, as far as 
possible, that people treat each other kindly and 
with respect

• Speed limits and traffic laws exist so that we drive in 
a safe manner and we can avoid accidents as far as 
possible

•Health and safety laws ensure we are protected at 
work 



Reasons to have laws – Rules

• Laws give society a set of rules or guidelines in 
which to follow

• Laws apply to everyone and set everyone to the 
same standard

• Laws let people know what is expected of them in 
society, just like the rules we have in school!



Reasons to have laws – Human Rights

•As citizens we are protected by 30 fundamental 
human rights set out by the United Nations

• These rights include the right to religion, the right to 
freedom of speech and the right to a fair trial 

• Laws must keep us protected by ensure that we 
receive our human rights



Reasons to have laws – Anarchy

• If we had no laws or structure society may become 
anarchy 

• Society would become dangerous and places of 
business, people and infrastructure would have no 
protection from criminals

•Can you imagine a life like the purge?



Reasons to have laws – Discrimination

•Laws help prevent discrimination 

•Protects vulnerable people and minorities from 
being abused or taken advantage of

•Laws help stamp out hate crime



Reasons to have laws – Consequences 

•Provides consequences for actions, helping people 
think before acting inappropriately 

•Makes people realise what actions are socially 
acceptable and what actions are not

•Variety of consequences available depending of the 
severity of law breaking 



Why do laws change?
Discuss



Kings Cross Fire 87’

On 18 November 1987, 
at approximately 19:30, 
a fire broke out at King's 
Cross St Pancras tube 
station on the London 
underground. 

The fire started under a 
wooden escalator 
because of a dropped 
match, this created a 
fireball which killed 31 
people and injured 100.

Issues:

- Staff were not 
trained in health 

and safety
- Very little fire exit 

signage
- Elevators were 
wooden, old and 

dirty
- Smoking was 
permitted in the 

station
- The paint used on 

the walls was 
toxic 

Changes in the law

• People who work with the 
public have training and 

fire drills
• Fire alarms were fitted to 

the stations
• Smoking was banned on 

the tube and all public 
transport

• Escalators had to be made 
of metal and be cleaned

• Paint and other materials 
used in buildings to be non 

toxic



Hillsborough Disaster

On 15 April 1989, 96 
Liverpool fans were 
crushed to death and 
hundreds more injured 
on the steel-fenced 
terraces of Sheffield 
Wednesday's stadium, 
which was hosting that 
year's FA Cup semi-final. 

Issues:

- Police did not 
have an effective 

plan to control 
crowds

- 3,000 supporters 
were admitted to 
the central pens -
almost double the 

"safe" capacity
- Police failed to 

navigate people 
to safety

- Ambulances were 
refused entry

Changes in the law

• Seated stadiums

• Gates between the pitch 
and the seats were 

removed

• Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act 1994 made it 

against the law in the UK 
to give away tickets for 

matches anywhere 
involving British teams –

without the consent of the 
original seller.



Dunblane school 
shooting

The Dunblane school 
massacre took place at 
Dunblane Primary 
School near Stirling, 
Stirlingshire, Scotland, 
on 13 March 1996, when 
gunman Thomas 
Hamilton killed 16 
children and one 
teacher before 
committing suicide. It 
remains the deadliest 
mass shooting in British 
history.

Issues:

- Hamilton was 
legally able to 
obtain a gun

- Hamilton had 
previously come 
to the attention 

of Police for 
various 

accusations and 
had been 

banned from 
leading a local 

boys scouts 
group 

Changes in the law

• In the UK, on 17 December 
1997, the Firearms 

(Amendment) (No 2) Act 
1997 came into force, 

banning all handguns from 
private use.

• Most schools now have an 
emergency response for 

incidents like this



Grenfell Tower fire

On 14 June 2017, a fire 
broke out in the 24-
storey Grenfell Tower 
block of flats in North 
Kensington, West 
London just before 1:00 
am BST; it caused 72 
deaths, including those 
of two victims who later 
died in hospital. More 
than 70 others were 
injured and 223 people 
escaped.

Issues:

- Building's cladding 
was not fire safe and 

contributed to the 
fire spreading

- Residents had 
expressed safety 

concerns before the 
fire

- On site fire 
equipment at the 

tower had not been 
checked for up to 

four years and some 
had expired

Changes in the law

• In October 2018, the 
government 

announced plans to 
ban flammable 

cladding on newly-
built buildings that 

were over the height, 
as well as for those of 
certain types such as 
schools, care homes 
and student housing.



CONCLUSION? 
LAWS ARE VERY FLEXIBLE 
AND CHANGE DEPENDING 

ON SOCIETY, 
CIRCUMSTANCES  AND 

SITUATIONS 

Documentary choices

KINGS CROSS FIRE
HILLSBOROUGH DISASTER

GRENFELL TOWER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIAenEFpomU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIAenEFpomU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-h4Eu-Ynysk


2 – Causes and Types of Crime

Learning Intentions

1. We will find out the different types of crime that are 
prevalent in our society

2. To find out the different causes of crime and to be able to 
explain why these are the main causes



Starter – Beyond the Picture
What do you think is 
the meaning behind 

this picture?

Criminality is in 
our DNA?

(Nature theory)



Nature Theory –
Cause of Crime - Biological

➢Very popular theory in the 18th and 19th century but is not a very 
common theory today
➢Belief that some people are ‘born bad’ and that committing criminal 

offences is in their DNA
➢We inherit many genetic traits from our parents - both physical and 

psychological. Some people believe you can identify a criminal by 
looking at physical traits as well as their DNA!

Do you think that it is possible to be born or look like a criminal? 
Discuss



Moulds of hanged criminals

Victorians believed you could identify a criminal by 
studying their facial features (long before scientists 

were able to analyse DNA!)



Lets test this theory.. Can you 
identify the murderer in these 

images?



They were all found guilty of MURDER!

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiD5NL1i5HkAhUoxoUKHeEHCeEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/6998059/fred-west-rose-murder-children-killers-documentary/&psig=AOvVaw3Jd34y72LgUxX61uan6Stq&ust=1566378194453151


The Moors murders were 
carried out by Ian Brady 
and Myra Hindley between 
July 1963 and October 
1965, in and around 
Manchester, England. The 
victims were five children 
aged between 10 and 17—
Pauline Reade, John 
Kilbride, Keith Bennett, 
Lesley Ann Downey and 
Edward Evans—at least 
four of whom were 
sexually assaulted.



John Wayne Gacy was an 
American serial killer who 
raped, tortured and 
murdered at least 33 
teenage boys and young 
men between 1972 and 
1978 in Cook County, 
Illinois. All of Gacy's known 
murders were committed 
inside his Norwood Park 
ranch house. He is 
nicknamed the Clown killer 
because of his job as a 
party clown. 



Frederick Walter Stephen 
West was an English serial 
killer who committed at 
least 12 murders between 
1967 and 1987 in 
Gloucestershire, the 
majority with his second 
wife, Rosemary West. All 
the victims were young 
women and majority od 
them were buried in the 
‘House of Horrors’. 



Theodore Robert Bundy 
was an American serial 
killer and necrophile who 
kidnapped, raped, and 
murdered numerous young 
women and girls during the 
1970s and possibly earlier. 
Ted Bundy murdered more 
than 30 women and 
escaped from jail twice to 
kill again, making him 
America's most notorious 
serial killer.



Jeffrey Lionel Dahmer, also 
known as the Milwaukee 
Cannibal or the Milwaukee 
Monster, was an American 
serial killer and sex 
offender who committed 
the rape, murder, and 
dismemberment of 17 men 
and boys from 1978 to 
1991. 



Harold Shipman, was a 
British doctor and serial 
killer who murdered at 
least 215 of his patients. In 
most cases, Shipman 
injected the victim with a 
lethal dose of the painkiller 
diamorphine and then 
signed a death certificate 
attributing the incident to 
natural causes. 



James Patrick Bulger was 
a 2-year-old boy from 
Kirkby, Merseyside, 
England, who was 
abducted, tortured and 
killed by two 10-year-old 
boys, Robert Thompson 
and Jon Venables. Bulger 
was led away from the 
New Strand Shopping 
Centre in Bootle as his 
mother had taken her 
eyes off him momentarily. 



Nature V Nurture - TAKE NOTES!
Nature V Nurture

Nature Theory is the belief that there are many biological causes 
of crime, including :-
• Gender (Men statistically commit more crime than women)
• MAO-A Gene (Essentially a gene which causes more violent 

behaviour – most common in men)
• Family upbringing (Absent parent, abuse in the family, 

traumatic event within the family)
• Psychological (Mental health issues, mental disorders)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs7_ChnFt7o


Don’t have nightmares…!
The murder rate in 
Britain is fairly low!

• Q1. Which year had 
the highest and 
lowest recorded 
homicides? 

• Q2. Find out the 
most recent 
statistics from 
Scotland and make a 
comparison 
between Scotland 
and England/Wales. 



Past Paper Question (2019)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



EXAMPLE ANSWER

One biological cause of crime stems from the ‘Nature Theory’ in 
that some people are ‘born bad’. The MAO-A gene, found more 
so in men, is believed to make men more prone to anger issues 
and committing violent crimes such as assault and murder.

Another biological cause of crime is mental health issues. It is 
believed that mental health issues such as psychosis or 
depression can lead people to act out of character and commit 
crimes.



Starter – Beyond the Picture
What do you think is 
the meaning behind 

this picture?

Criminality is in 
our upbringing?
(Nurture theory)



Nurture Theory 

•The environment around us impacts the way 
our personalities and preferences develop
•“Nurture” and “environment” refer to the 
home, city and society we live in and how we 
are raised by our parents, teachers and friends
•These are recognised as the main causes of 
crime



Nurture Theory 

When discussing the causes of crime and the nurture theory 
we need to look at two primary factors – social and economic. 

Social causes of crime 
relate to the criminal 
and their relationship 
with other people and 

society

Economic causes of 
crime relate to the 
criminal and how 

much money / 
opportunity they have



Sort these causes of crime into the correct 
‘social’, ‘biological’ or ‘economic’ categories in 

a table in your jotter. 
Some may fit in more than one and if you can 
think of any other causes please include them!

Poverty

Unemployment

Recession

Peer pressure

Member of a gang

Greed

Addiction 

Mental health issues

Lack of role models

Lack of Education

Gender
Area you live

Upbringing

Social exclusion 

Video games/ Music

DNA

Distrust of authority

Boredom



Social causes of crime

• Membership of gangs
• Upbringing
• Lack of role models
• Social exclusion
• Lack of education
• Upbringing
• Gender
• Peer pressure
• Addiction
• Video games
• Distrust of authority
• Boredom

“There are many social 
causes of crimes”

Describe, in detail, three 
social causes of crime

- Pick any three from the 
list and describe why you 

think this would be a 
cause of crime



Economic causes of crime

•Poverty

•Greed

•Recession

•Area you live

•Unemployment

•Boredom

“There are many 
economic causes of 

crimes”

Describe, in detail, three 
economic causes of crime

- Pick any three from the 
list and describe why you 

think this would be a 
cause of crime



Biological  causes of crime

•Upbringing

•DNA (MAO-A Gene)

•Addiction

•Gender

•Mental Health Issues

“There are many 
biological causes of 

crimes”

Describe, in detail, two 
biological causes of 

crime

- Pick any two from the 
list and describe why 

you think this would be 
a cause of crime



Types of crime – Discuss
Violent Non Violent Hate Cyber Sexual

• Murder and 
Manslaughter

• Armed 
robbery

• Assault
• Terrorism
• Knife/gun 

crime
• Kidnap

• Shoplifting
• Anti-social 

behaviour
• Arson
• Dangerous and 

careless 
driving

• Counterfeit 
goods

• Drugs

• Racism
• Sexism
• Homophobia 
• Sectarianism
• Religious 

• Fraud
• Hacking
• Identity theft

• Rape
• Sexual assault
• Revenge porn
• Sexual 

harassment



Activity – Computers or Phones required

• Each person will select any two TYPES of crime

• You will then select one specific crime for each type 

(E.G Violent crime – Murder & Sexual crime – Rape)

• Using your phone or a computer you are going to investigate :-

❖The definition of these crimes

❖How many times this crime occurred 5 years ago (or there about) compared with 
now (make a comment if this crime is rising or falling)

❖What the police and/or government can do to prevent or tackle this crime

❖What the public can do to help prevent or tackle this crime

❖How you think offenders of this crime should be punished



Cause of crime – Case Study
English Riots 2011
Learning Intentions

• We will learn about the series of 
riots in England in 2011 and 
there causes

• We will understand the 
implications of crime on 
communities



Starter – Think Pair Share

When you hear the word ‘riot’, 
what do you think of? Make a list of 
all the things associated with rioting



How the riots started – Activity
Each person will 
have a worksheet 
containing a 
summary of how 
the riots began and 
the subsequent 
events which 
unfolded. Cut out 
each box and stick 
these into your 
jotter as a ‘timeline 
of events’ 



What do you think causes this?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qktOv
VNXwc

Write down 
what you think 

caused the 
London Riots as 
you watch the 
documentary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qktOvVNXwc


Causes of the riots – Area you live

• Studies do suggest that living in 
areas of social deprivation could 
be a factor. Many of the cities that 
were involved in the riots such as 
Liverpool and Manchester are 
described as socially deprived 
areas. It was later found that 58% 
of rioters lived in the most 
deprived areas in England.



Causes of the riots – Upbringing

• According to Cristina Odone of the Daily 
Telegraph, the riots could be traced back 
to a lack of male role models: "Like the 
overwhelming majority of youth 
offenders behind bars, these gang 
members have one thing in common: no 
father at home." 

• When surveyed, 86% of the British 
population stated that ‘poor parenting’ 
was to blame for the riots



Causes of the riots – Recession

• Labour's candidate at the time for 
London Mayor, Ken Livingstone, 
suggested that austerity (recession) 
measures were responsible:

• "If you're making massive cuts, 
there's always the potential for this 
sort of revolt against that."



Causes of the riots – Weak police / Distrust 
of Authority

• The Sun newspaper said it was "crazy" that water 
cannon was not available to officers, and that 
parliament "must not be squeamish" about the use of 
tear gas and baton rounds. 



Causes of the riots – Racism / Social 
exclusion

• Violence began in Tottenham on 
Saturday after the fatal shooting by 
police of Mark Duggan, a 29-year-old 
black man. Christina Patterson of the 
Independent said the race factor could 
not be overlooked: "Too many black 
men have been killed by the police. 
Too many black men and women have 
been treated like criminals when 
they're not. This is not the cause of 
these riots, but it's there in the mix." 



Causes of the riots – Greed/Poverty

•Over 75% of the crimes committed 
during the English Riots involved 
shoplifting and looting. 

•Many rioters were ‘looting to 
order’ for others 



Causes of the riots – Peer pressure

• "As more and more people became 
embroiled in the riots, others have been 
tempted to join them, confident that one 
unexceptional individual in a sea of 
hundreds is unlikely to be caught or to 
face retribution," according to Carolina 
Bracken writing in the Irish Times. 

• This is credible, says Prof Wilson. 
"Opportunism, mixed with a sense of 
being in a big gang, will have enticed 
many who wouldn't necessarily do 
something like this normally”. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq27Tn_5PkAhWizYUKHdVMAZ4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.stockio.com%2Ffree-icon%2Falessandra-icons-sheep%26psig%3DAOvVaw1u4QdANehw-tt4FJeGixzn%26ust%3D1566478098009615&psig=AOvVaw1u4QdANehw-tt4FJeGixzn&ust=1566478098009615




Past Paper Question (2015)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example paragraph:

• A lack of positive role model or bad parenting can often lead 
young people into criminal behaviour.  (1)

• If a child’s parents or older siblings have no respect for the law 
or other people’s property, he or she may grow up with the 
same attitude. (2)

• For example, 65% of boys with a convicted parent go on to 
offend. (3)



Example paragraph:

• Alcohol is another factor which can lead to criminal behaviour.  
• Alcohol can make some people act differently and become more 

likely to commit crimes, particularly violent crimes like assault.

• ½ of Scottish prisoners stated they were drunk at the time of 
their offence and would not have behaved that way if not 
intoxicated



Example paragraph:

• Peer pressure is another factor which can lead to criminal 
behaviour amongst young people.  

• They may be persuaded or led by others into taking illegal drugs 
or getting involved in a fight.

• For example, during the London Riots in 2011 many people who 
were not directly associated with the victim Mark Duggan joined 
in with the riots because of their friends. 



3 – The effects of crime on different 
aspects of society

Learning Intentions

1. We will find out how crime impacts on people and society 
differently

2. We will analyse the impact of crime on victims, criminals, 
families, communities, businesses and the country



Starter

Think of 5
questions you 
would ask the 

perpetrator 
and/or victim 

in this 
scenario 



Activity 
Section your jotter into 6 parts (you will 
need approx. half a page per section) Add 
the headers:

➢‘Impact of crime on victim’

➢‘Impact of crime on perpetrator’

➢‘Impact of crime on community’

➢‘Impact of crime on businesses’

➢‘Impact of crime on country’

➢‘Impact of crime on victim/perpetrators 
family’ 



Impact of crime
Victim Support Scotland talks about the ripple effect of crime. If you throw a stone
into the water, there’s the initial impact and splash of the stone, but then the
ripples go out beyond that and then further ripples and further ripples. That’s
what crime’s like. The individual who has been the victim of crime, it has an
impact on them, but then the circles start to go wider, their family start to be
impacted. The number of people (family members of victims) who say: 'If only I
hadn’t let him do this', 'If only I hadn’t let her walk home’ etc shows that there
starts to be blame and tension within families after a crime has been committed.
Within the wider community, there can be fear, the fear of crime. People say:
'Well, this happened in our community! Is it safe for us to go out? Can we walk the
streets?' and then the whole community becomes affected by that fear of crime.
The ripple effects move on, they move into businesses, the employment costs if
people lose their jobs or shops need to close due to profit losses, and suddenly
there’s a cost to the whole of society of the individual crime. The costs of policing,
arresting the perpetrator and punishment is high. It costs £33,000 a year to keep a
perpetrator in jail, which the taxpayer has to pay for.



Loss of 
customers

Broken or loss of 
family member (if 
victim is killed or 

perpetrator is 
locked away)

Cost of policing 
increases

Homeowners 
find it difficult 

to sell

May be 
frightened to 

leave their own 
home Obtain a 

criminal 
record

Psychological 
impact (PTSD, 

Depression and 
other mental 
health issues)

Home insurance 
premiums can 

rise



Profit loss 

Tourism decreases as 
people avoid certain 

towns or cities due to 
reputation

Physical injury 
including 

permanent 
damage

Taxes may 
need to rise to 
deal with the 

cost of 
punishment

May be forced to 
close shops

Loss of job

Cost to repair 
vandalism (E.g. 

broken shop 
window)Cannot travel to 

certain countries
Bad 

reputation



Media 
harassment 

May require 
time off work to 

recover and 
therefore may 
be left out of 

pocket 

At risk of 
receiving prison 

or other 
punishments

Friends and 
family disown 

you

Country has a 
violent or bad 

reputation

New 
businesses may 

avoid certain 
areas resulting 

in less 
shops/jobs in 

the community 
Cannot get 
certain jobs



Breakdown of 
relationships with 

partner –
particularly after 

sexually motivated 
crimes

Community 
spirit is 

damaged –
unable to trust 

each other

Need to put 
prices up to 

recoup losses

Guilty by 
association 
mentality

May feel the 
area is unsafe 

to go out 
(especially for 

vulnerable 
groups like 

children or the 
elderly) 

Targeted by community or 
victims (vandalism etc)



Victims
• Psychological impact (PTSD, Depression and 

other mental health issues)

• May require time off work to recover and 
therefore may be left out of pocket

• Physical injury including permanent 
damage

• May be frightened to leave their own home

• Breakdown of relationships with partner –
particularly after sexually motivated crimes



Perpetrator 

• Obtain a criminal record

• Loss of job

• Friends and family disown you

• Cannot travel to certain countries

• Cannot get certain jobs

• Bad reputation

• At risk of receiving prison sentence or 
other punishments

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinhumDoOnkAhUpzYUKHbX0CjMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_89104164_stock-vector-funny-icon-faces-perpetrator-robber-and-the-man-vector-graphics.html&psig=AOvVaw1QU-kGc3jgerUrtpn2Heaa&ust=1569407262969139


Families of Victims/Criminals

• Broken or loss of family 
member (if victim is 
killed or perpetrator is 
locked away)

• Guilty by association 
mentality

• Targeted by victims or 
community (vandalism 
etc)

• Media harassment



Communities 

• Homeowners find it difficult to sell

• Home insurance premiums can rise

• New businesses may avoid certain areas 
resulting in less shops/jobs in the community

• May feel the area is unsafe to go out 
(especially for vulnerable groups like children 
or the elderly)

• Community spirit is damaged – unable to trust 
each other



Businesses

• May be forced to close shops

• Loss of customers

• Cost to repair vandalism (E.g. 
broken shop window)

• Need to put prices up to recoup 
losses



Country/Wider Society

• Cost of policing increases

• Tourism decreases as people avoid 
certain towns or cities due to 
reputation

• Taxes may need to rise to deal with 
the cost of punishment

• Country has a violent or bad 
reputation



Burglary 

Identity theft 

Assault

Murder

Shoplifting

Driving under the influence 

Anti-social behaviour

Drug dealing

Domestic violence

Terrorism

Arson

Human trafficking 

BlackmailKidnap

Research task: Pick a crime that interests you (some suggestions above)

• Explain this crime – what type of crime is it and what does it involve
• Examine how you think this crime would have an impact on different groups in society
• Research who the perpetrator is likely to be for this crime (male/female/young/old)

• What do you think could be a causing factor for this crime?
• What would be an appropriate punishment? 

• What would help prevent this crime from happening frequently? 



Past Paper Question (2016)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
One group which is affected more than others is the victim. The victim may 
suffer from mental health issues after being victim to a crime. For example, if a 
woman is assaulted walking home she may suffer post traumatic stress 
disorder and be fearful of leaving her home. (3)

Another group which is affected by crime more than others is the perpetrators 
family. The family will suffer a loss if the perpetrator is removed from society 
and placed in prison. For example a child will need to grow up without a 
mother or father in the home if a parent is sentenced for a long time and this 
can have a massive impact on their childhood as they may not have a positive 
role model. (3)

POINT EXPLAIN EXAMPLE



4 – The cost and extent of crime in the 
UK
Learning Intentions

1. We will analyse a series of graphs 
to determine the extent of crime 
in the UK

2. We will learn about the cost of 
crime in the UK



Starter
Complete the 
‘cost of crime’ 
worksheet by 
reading the 
text and 
answering the 
questions



1. Which year recorded the 
lowest and highest number 
of recorded crime offences?

2. Has the number of crimes 
risen or fallen? Explain



1. What were the top 
5 cities in Scotland 
for crime in 2017-

18?

2. How many crimes 
were recorded per 
10,000 people in 

Dundee?

3. Give one reason 
why this number 

may not reflect the 
actual number of 

crimes

Starter



Past Paper Question (2019)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your answer. 
You will always start with your main point, you will go on to explain your 
point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an up to date 

example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
Crime is a massive problem in the UK. One type of crime which is a massive 
issue in the UK is Cyber Crime. Cyber crime involves using the internet to hack 
or defraud businesses and individuals and can involve stealing large sums of 
money. For example, cyber crime is believed to account for 1/3 of all crimes 
relating to businesses in the UK. (3)

One way that highlights that crime is a problem in the UK is the increase in 
knife crime. In September 2018 knife crime had risen to the highest level in 
England and Wales since 2010. Of those convicted of knife crime 36% were 
given a prison sentence. (3)

POINT DESCRIBE EXAMPLE



5 – The roles of the Police

Learning Intentions

1. We will find out the different branches 
of the police

2. To find out what roles and 
responsibilities the police have in 
society



Starter Challenge
Can you read and recall the police 

caution without looking?

“You do not have to say anything. 
But, it may harm your defence if 

you do not mention when 
questioned something which you 

later rely on in court. Anything you 
do say may be given in evidence.”



The Government merged 8 separate 
police forces into one ‘Police 

Scotland’ unit in 2012

Can you think of at least two 
advantages and two disadvantages 

of having just one merged police 
service?



Main 
police unitsUniformed officers 

(on the beat)

Road traffic police
Crime Scene 

Department  (CID)
Armed police

British Transport 
Police



In your jotter write 
down at least two 
roles for each of 

these police units
Uniformed officers 

(on the beat)

Road traffic police
Crime Investigation 
Department  (CID)

Armed police

British Transport 
Police



Uniformed officers
•Preserving the peace

•Protecting people and property

•Maintaining public order

• Stop and search

•High visibility foot and mobile patrols of local communities

• Take and provide evidence for criminal cases

•Work with different agencies – like schools, social workers 
etc.

• Preventing, responding and investigating crime

Find at least 5 statistics/facts 
using your phone or the 

textbooks showing the recent 
work of on the beat police 

officers, this could be number of 
arrests, number of stop and 

searches, number of police in 
Scotland/UK/Dundee etc.  



Road Traffic Officers
• Try to reduce road deaths and other 

casualties by ensuring people are 
driving safely

• Ensuring vehicles are road worthy

•Using speed camera equipment to 
catch speeders

•Breathalyse suspected drink/drug 
drivers

• Safely pursuing criminals on the 
road

Find out

➢ 1 statistic about the 
number of drink OR 
drug drivers stopped 

this year
➢ 1 statistic about the 

number of road 
accidents in Scotland 

this year
➢ If road deaths has 

reduced or rising in 
Scotland in recent years



Armed officers
•Protect the public from the most 

violent forms of crime including 
terrorism and murder

• If an officer does need to use 
their weapons, they will be 
subject to a full investigation 

•Armed police don’t patrol the 
streets but will be sent to events 
where the criminal threat may be 
raised

Recall –
• Armed police shot and 

killed who in 2011?
• What did this spark?



C.I.D
• To join a CID in the United Kingdom, a police officer must 

have served in uniform for at least two years

•Manage evidence from a crime scene, ensuring it is 
properly obtained, secured and investigated

•Provide evidence in court 

•CID officers are involved in investigation of major crimes 
such as rape, murder, serious assault, fraud, and any other 
offences that require complex detection 

•C.I.D officers may receive intelligence from the public 
which could lead to the prosecution of criminals



British Transport Police
• Ensuring an efficient 

and effective police 
force for the 
railways

•8.6 million people 
use the rail network 
every day and BTP 
mission is to help get 
people home safe, 
secure and on time

Which crimes 
are most and 
least likely to 
occur on the 

London 
Underground?



Question time!
There are many police units in Scotland with 

different roles

Describe, in detail, three different police 
units and their roles (8)

One of the main police units is the …. (1) Their role is to …. (1) For 
example …. (1) x3



Example answers
• One branch of Police Scotland is the Road Safety police. They deal with public 

safety and help prevent injury or death on the roads of Scotland. They may do 
this for example by pulling an individual over and breathalyse them if they 
believe they are driving under the influence. A recent RAC survey showed 
that 1/5 drivers have drove under the influence at some point, this 
department helps to ensure this figure is reduced. 

• Another branch of Police Scotland is the Uniformed officers. They deal with 
everyday scenarios ‘on the beat’ and ensure communities feel safe by 
patrolling the streets in their vans or on foot. For example uniformed officers 
would respond to a reported housebreaking and take statements from the 
victims to help solve the crime, they may even patrol the area to catch the 
suspect. 



Rights of suspect & police

RIGHTS OF THE POLICE/POLICE 
POWERS

RIGHTS OF THE SUSPECT

STOP AND SEARCH

ARREST

INTERVIEW AND CHARGE

Think, pair, share – identify at least one right of the police and one 
right of the suspect in each of these three scenarios



Rights of suspect & police

RIGHTS OF THE POLICE/POLICE 
POWERS

RIGHTS OF THE SUSPECT

STOP AND SEARCH • Right to stop and search 
someone acting suspiciously

• Right to be searched by 
someone of the same sex

ARREST • Right to arrest someone if it 
believed they have 
committed a crime

• Right to know what you 
are being arrested for and 
right to be cautioned

INTERVIEW AND CHARGE • Right to detain someone for 
questioning for 24 hours 
(more if very serious crime)

• Right to have a lawyer 
with you (even if you 
cannot afford)

Think, pair, share – identify at least one right of the police and one 
right of the suspect in each of these three scenarios



Extension

What is this?

What does ‘Semper Vigilo’ mean?
Semper Vigilo means "Always Vigilant" in Latin. Why do 

you think they have put this on the Police badge?



Choose which word you would use to ask the questions an emergency call
operator would use to assess if a situation is an emergency.

Which __________________ do you require?
What’s the __________________ of the incident?
What __________________ are you in?
What __________________ is it?
Are you in any ___________________ danger?
Is the _______________ still in the house?
Are you on your __________________ ?
Would you like me to __________________ on the telephone until the
emergency services arrives?



6 – The Roles of the Court & the 
Various Punishments

Learning Intentions

1. We will find out the different 
tiers of court

2. To find out what roles and 
responsibilities the courts have 
within the justice system



Starter task

From each image, write down the 
short description of what you think 

the role of each organisation is. 
There will be three choices to help 

you, only one is correct!!!

• Responsible for the 
prosecution of crimes

• Maintain public order 
and safety

• Hearing and passing 
judgement in 
accordance to the law



Criminal and Civil Law 

In Scotland, Law is a devolved issue. This means that the Scottish
Government is responsible for the creation and implementation of all
things lawful. That is why the legal system is different in Scotland than
the rest of the UK. There are two types of court matter – Criminal and
Civil. Criminal matters relate to offences against the law, such as
murder and assault. These can vary in seriousness and can be dealt
with in different courts. Civil matters are private mattes between
individuals, such as divorce and child custody.

1. What is a ‘devolved’ issue and why is this relevant to Scotland?
2. What are the two types of court and briefly explain why they differ?
3. Give an example of something that would be dealt with in each court



When a crime has been 
committed the police 
will make arrests or 
take down the details 
of the incident  

If you are a danger to the 
public you may be held in 
custody short term e.g. 
(bell street police station) 
or long term (prison) or you 
may be released on ‘bail’ 

If you are charged, a report 
will be sent by the police to 

the COPFS  (Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service) 

who are responsible for 
prosecuting cases in Scotland

Depending on the 
seriousness of the offence, 
the ‘case’ will be dealt with 
in one of three criminal 
courts





The Justice of the Peace (JP) court is the
lowest level of all the criminal courts.
The Procurator Fiscal will decide which
cases will be dealt here, depending on
the severity of the crime. Low level
crimes such as running a red light or
speeding will often be dealt with in this
court, unless the accused has many
previous offences.

In Dundee the JP court is next to the
police station.→



The Sheriff court is the middle court.
This court is the most commonly used in
Scotland (with Glasgow being the
busiest in Europe!) and is split into two
levels – summary and solemn. Summary
Sheriff court deals with criminal
offences such as assault and possession
of drugs. The Solemn sheriff court deals
with more serious crimes such as serious
assault and drug dealing.

A summary court will have a judge, a
solemn court will have a judge and jury.



The High Court is reserved for the most
serious of crimes in society, such as murder
and rape. A judge sits with 15 members of the
public (the jury) who decide whether the
defendant is guilty, not guilty or if the case
has been not proven (unique to Scotland).

There are two High Courts in Scotland, one in
Glasgow and one in Edinburgh.

Footage from the High Court shows Paige
Doherty's killer John Leathem given a life
sentence

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpZszMwl4rQ


Copy the above table into your jotter. Add in some examples
of crimes which may be dealt with in each different courts.



Activity
Collect the ‘punishment’ worksheet from your teacher



Past Paper Question (2015)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
One way in which court can punish someone is by putting them on a 
Restriction of Liberty Order. This means that they will be restricted in their 
movement by means of electronic tag. For example, the perpetrator may need 
to stay in his/her home between 7pm and 7am.(3)

Another way in which the court can punish someone is by putting them in 
prison. This means, depending on their age, they will be sent to an adult or 
young offender prison. For example, someone that has committed Murder will 
be dealt with in the High Court and may receive a lengthy sentence. (3)

POINT EXPLAIN EXAMPLE



7 – The roles of the Prison Service

Learning Intentions

1. To understand the purpose of 
the Prison Service

2. Understand the advantages and 
disadvantages of prison 
sentences

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjmw__bjbzkAhVF5eAKHWmXABkQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://giphy.com/explore/prison&psig=AOvVaw1LxK2pZ6orBGuCB4kFpwSC&ust=1567856214712049


Starter - Recap

• 34 year old - Murder 

• 23 year old - Running a red light 

• 18 year old – Breach of the Peace

• 45 year old - Drunk and Disorderly 

• 22 year old - Assault 

• 33 year old - Theft 

• 58 year old - Rape 

• 74 year old – Distributing drugs

• 16 year old - Vandalising 

• 17 year old – Murder

Red = High Court 
Orange = Sheriff Court (Summary and Solemn)
Green = Justice of the Peace Court

1. Which court would each of these 
crimes be dealt with in?  

2. What is the maximum fine that 
can be set in each of these 

courts?

3. What is the maximum prison 
sentence that can be issued in 

each of these courts?



Prisons in Scotland: An Overview

There are 15 prisons in Scotland but they are not all the same. For 
example, there are different prisons for men and women. Most 

prisons such as HMP Perth hold a mixture of long term and short 
term adult male offenders from those serving life sentences to those 
on remand. Other prisons such as HMP Inverness largely hold short 
term offenders. There are special prisons for women (HMP Corton
Vale) and for young offenders (HMP Polmont). Finally, HMP Castle 
Huntly is Scotland’s only ‘open prison’ where low risk, long term 

offenders complete the final part of their sentence. The aims of the 
SPS are to protect the public by maintaining secure custody, 

humanely care for offenders, reduce re-offending rates by offering 
training and education and offer value for money for the taxpayer. 



Prisons in Scotland: An Overview

Originally prisons were built as places of punishment, where 
prisoners had few rights and beatings were accepted as part of the 

system. Over the years attempts have been made to improve prisons 
and provide better opportunities. By providing better food and 

accommodation, access to education, better facilities and an 
improved relationship between staff and ‘inmates’, the aim has been 

to change from a form of punishment to education and 
rehabilitation. Today prisons are still strict and offenders are given 
little privacy and freedom, they can however have visitors, use the 

telephone (within reason), take classes, get jobs and earn money and 
obtain qualifications. The idea is to provide them with skills they can 

use on the outside to get jobs and escape a life of crime.



“Prisons today are like 
holiday camps. Prisoners 

are often out of their cells, 
they can play sport, watch 
television, play the latest 

video games and take part 
in theatre productions. 

There are even open 
prisons where prisoners 

are trusted! Prisons should 
punish offenders. This 

would reduce the number 
of crimes.”

“Despite improvements 
in prisons, they are still 
awful places. Prisoners 
have little privacy and 
freedom. The aim of 
prisons should be to 

teach prisoners not to re-
offend. Evidence shows 

that where prisoners are 
given education and 

advice, they are less likely 
to commit crimes again” 

Who's view do you agree with and why? Explain your answer



The main aims of prison as a method of punishment 

A form of retribution

A form of deterrence

A form of rehabilitation

To provide a fair punishment which reflects the crime committed. For example, 
some people believe that life in prison or the death penalty is the only 
appropriate punishment for murder, hence the saying “an eye for an eye”. 

Prison is viewed as the most serious of punishments and this may stop people 
committing a crime or re-offending. For example, the fear of being removed 
from society is enough for some to follow the law. 

Prison allows people the opportunity to enter rehab, gain qualifications or 
develop skills for work. This gives them the chance to reflect and change 
their behaviour and attitude towards crime. 



Activity

•Write down the heading ‘Prison as a form of punishment’

•Create a poster which details the ‘advantages’ and 
‘disadvantages’ of prison as a form of punishment 

• List as many of each you can, use your phone, textbook or 
laptop to help you

• Include statistics on reoffending rates, prison numbers in 
Scotland and the UK, the cost of running prisons and other 
relevant information



Advantages

Only 10% of long 
term prisoners 

reoffend after being 
released

Gives a sense 
of justice to 

the victims of 
crime

People fear being put 
in prison therefore it 

puts them off 
committing the crime 

in the first place

Allows time 
for reflection

Improves 
public safety

Isolates those who 
deserve such a 

punishment from their 
family and friends

Provides educational 
or social 

opportunities 



Disadvantages

A prison record 
makes it difficult to 

get a job

Drugs, mobiles
and alcohol are 

rife in prison

Reoffending 
rates for short 

term prison
sentences 

remains high. 
60% of short 

term prisoners 
reoffend within 
1 year of release

Overcrowding

Cost of keeping a 
prisoner approx. 

£33,000 per person per 
year

There is violence in 
prisons and people may 

get involved in gangs



Past Paper Question (2018)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
Prison is an effective method of punishment because it is a form of retribution. 
This means that prison is only used for the most severe and disturbing crimes 
and is a fair punishment in reflection with the offence. For example, many would 
argue that life imprisonment is a fair and accurate sentence for murder or rape –
two of the most violent crimes in society. (3) Another reason prison is an 
effective method of punishment is because it offers an opportunity for 
rehabilitation. This is because prison offers many services including rehab, job 
opportunities and education. For example, a prisoner serving more than 1 year in 
prison can take part in programmes  that develop skills for life and work outside 
of prison and will help prevent them turning to crime in the future. (3)

POINT EXPLAIN EXAMPLE



Fine / 
Compensation

Community 
Payback 

Order/Service

Drug Treatment and 
Testing Order

Electronic Tag 
(Restriction of 
Liberty Order)

1. Give one reasons why each of the above may be used as an alternative to 
prison

2. Give one reason why a CPO would only be given to offenders deemed ‘non 
threatening’

3. Explain why DTTO’s and ROLO’s would be used as a form of ‘punishment’



• What conclusion can be 
made about re-offending 
rates between men and 
women?

• What conclusion can be 
made about  
reconviction rates 
between 1997-2005?

• What conclusion can be 
made about youth 
reoffending in the past 
decade? 

• What conclusion can be 
made about custodial 
sentences of 6 months 
or less?

Remember to lay out your answer 
as follows:-

“My conclusion is that (look at 
what the source is telling you 

overall)
I know this because Source 1 

shows/states/highlights (back up 
your conclusion with evidence)”



Homework!Attempt this question at home and 
hand in next period ☺

2014 past paper



8 – Initiatives to tackle crime

Learning Intentions

1. To understand the different 
initiatives implemented to 
prevent and  tackle crime

2. To learn the role of different 
services (court, police, 
government) in tackling crime

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY0MjRsMPkAhUJHxoKHY61A8sQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Fpolice_190628%26psig%3DAOvVaw3IU8U3yP033QDfyfABrE2A%26ust%3D1568106115458839&psig=AOvVaw3IU8U3yP033QDfyfABrE2A&ust=1568106115458839
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjK1Mf8sMPkAhUQbBoKHV8KD4EQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_71463533_stock-vector-court-icon-flat-illustration-isolated-vector-sign-symbol.html&psig=AOvVaw20AyJE_h-ODbuJzBo5OBne&ust=1568106200667545


Fill in the blanks. 
The _______ role in tackling crime is to 
raise awareness, invest in the criminal 
justice sector and to create and implement 
_____ which keep people safe. The 
________ role in tackling crime is to hear 
evidence, reach judgement and _______ 
appropriately. The ______ role in tackling 
crime is to prevent, manage and investigate 
crime by attending _______ calls and 
making arrests when required.

• Courts

• Laws

• Polices

• Sentence

• Governments

• Emergency



We are going to 
look at ways the 

Government, Court 
and Police have 
tried to tackle 

certain crimes. Can 
you guess based on 

the icons?

Knife crime

Hate 
crime

Domestic 
Violence

Driving 
offences

Terrorism

Alcohol and 
Drug related 

offences

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjSpM_B58jkAhVhzoUKHfHIBIIQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_55960644_stock-vector-no-alcohol-and-drugs-sign.html&psig=AOvVaw0bgR-dyZNcPTbiWNuR5l5J&ust=1568292642651350


Activity – Part 1 - Initiatives

- Collect the mini booklet on initiatives to tackle crime from your 
teacher

- Read each of the different initiatives and highlight whether you think 
this is a police, court, government or other led initiative

**BE CAREFUL – SOME INITIATIVES MAY BE A COMBINATION OF GOV, 
COURT OR POLICE. SELECT THE ORGANISATION THAT WOULD BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING THIS INITIATIVE 



Activity – Part 2 Research

- We will look at some recent statistics for each of these crimes

- Below are some websites which may help you find an additional 
three statistics for each of the crimes that we have discussed 

- https://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk

- https://www.bbc.co.uk/news

- http://www.safedrive.org.uk/

- http://www.gov.scot/

- https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/legal/driving-offences/

- https://www.statista.com/topics/3793/crime-in-the-uk/

- https://alcoholchange.org.uk/alcohol-facts/fact-sheets/alcohol-statistics

- https://www.drinkaware.co.uk/alcohol-facts/alcohol-and-the-law/drink-driving-penalties/

https://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
http://www.safedrive.org.uk/
http://www.gov.scot/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/legal/driving-offences/
https://www.statista.com/topics/3793/crime-in-the-uk/
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/alcohol-facts/fact-sheets/alcohol-statistics
https://www.drinkaware.co.uk/alcohol-facts/alcohol-and-the-law/drink-driving-penalties/


Knife Crime
Knife Wars

• Every 16 minutes, a 
knife is used in a 
crime in the UK

• There were 43,516 
knife crime 
offences in the 12 
months ending 
March 2019

• 2/5 murders, the 
victim was fatally 
assaulted with a 
sharp object or 
stabbed to death

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p04xwqh7/teenage-knife-wars


Driving offences

• If 12 or more points 
are accumulated 
within 3 years the 
driver will be 
disqualified from 
driving

• There were 189,109 
prosecutions for 
speeding in 2018

• The average fine for 
using your phone 
while driving is was 
£180 in 2017



Alcohol and drug 
related offences

• ½ of Scottish prisoners claim 
to have been drunk or on 
drugs at the time of their 
offence

• In 2016, an estimated 9,040 
people were injured or 
killed on roads in incidents 
where a driver or rider was 
over the alcohol limit

• Alcohol-related violence 
makes up 67% of all crime 
committed on Saturday 
evenings



Terrorism

• There were 224 terrorist 
prisoners in jails in Britain at 
the end of 2017

• The Metropolitan police has 
stepped up its use of counter-
terror stop and search powers. 
The number of searches 
carried out rose 59% by 2018

• The national threat level to the 
United Kingdom from 
terrorism is currently 'Severe'. 
This means that a terrorist 
'attack is highly likely'



Hate crime

• Most religious hate 
crime - 52% of all 
offences - was 
aimed at Muslims

• Hate crimes 
recorded by the 
police rose by 20% 
after the EU 
Referendum 

• 67% of hate crime 
in Scotland race 
related and 12% is 
religion related



Domestic violence

• Domestic abuse affects 1 
in 4 women and 1 in 6 men 
in their lifetime

• Two women are killed 
each week by a current or 
former partner in England 
and Wales

• In the year ending March 
2018, 76% of prosecutions 
for domestic violence 
resulted in a conviction



Learning Intentions

1) To explore young people’s attitudes and values 
surrounding crime and punishment
2) We are learning to make decisions on various knife

crime strategies



What is a serious crime? Worksheet one
1. Rank the crimes in order of seriousness (in your groups opinion)

2. For the crimes you have selected as the most serious (1) and the 
least serious (10), write down what your group believes is an 
appropriate punishment



Knifes – the Law



Tackling knife crime – Worksheet two
MOST EFFECTIVE METHODS TO TACKLE KNIFE CRIME

• The police have decided to launch a campaign to tackle knife 
crime. They have come up with a list of strategies but only 
have the money to fund four of these. You must decide which 
four strategies from the worksheet you feel would be most 
effective and give your reasons why.

LEAST EFFECTIVE METHODS TO TACKLE KNIFE CRIME

• You must also reject one strategy that you think would be the 
least effective and explain your choice



Past Paper Question (2016)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your 
answer. You will always start with your main point, you will go on to 

explain your point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an 
up to date example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
One way the Government has tried to tackle alcohol related crime such as anti-
social behaviour in Scotland has been by introducing the Minimum Pricing Act 
in 2018. This Act ensures all types of alcohol are sold as a minimum of 50p per 
unit, reducing the availability of super strength, cheap booze. (3)

Another way the Government has tried to tackle knife crime is by running a 
national campaign in Scotland to raise awareness of the growing issue, 
particularly in Glasgow. The SNP introduced the ‘No Knives Better Lives’ 
initiative which is aimed at raising awareness of the dangers and penalities of 
carrying knives. (3)

POINT DESCRIBE EXAMPLE



9 – The role of the Children's Hearing 
Panel
Learning Intentions

1. That young people are treated 
different by the justice system 
to adults

2. How the children's hearing 
system works

3. The different ways the hearing 
system can help children



Starter – Which of these statements are true?



Young Offenders 16-21 – The Facts

✓The term young offender is anyone under the age 
of 21 that commits an offence

✓Young offenders aged 16-21 are sent to Polmont 
prison – Scotland's only prison for young offenders

✓It holds up to 830 prisoners and is the UK’s largest 
young offender institution

✓ The average sentence is between 2-4 years. Once 
the offender is over the age of 21 they will be 
transferred to an adult prison (example – Perth)

✓In May 2017, it was found that a third of young 
inmates in Polmont had no post-release 
accommodation



Young Offenders Under 16 – The Facts

✓The age of criminal responsibility in Scotland is 8 years 
old. This means a child aged 8 or older can be arrested 
or charged with a crime.

✓The age of criminal prosecution is 12 years old. This 
means if a child aged between 8 and 11 breaks the law, 
their case can't be heard in a criminal court. Instead 
their behaviour can be addressed by a Children's 
Hearing Panel

✓Children aged 12 to 16 can be taken to court but only 
for serious crimes. Most offences committed by 
children of this age will be dealt with by early 
intervention (like a warning or help from a support 
organisation) or the Children’s Hearings System.



A CHILD (UNDER 16) MAY BE REFERRED TO THE CHILDREN'S PANEL IF HE
OR SHE:

✓is beyond the control of parents or carers

✓is at risk of moral danger (example - sexually active from a young age)

✓is or has been the victim of an offence, including physical injury or sexual abuse

✓is likely to suffer serious harm to health or development through lack of care

✓is believed to be being abused at home

✓is misusing drugs, alcohol or solvents

✓has committed an offence themselves

✓is not attending school regularly without a reasonable excuse

✓is showing concerning behaviours at school

✓is subject to an antisocial behaviour order and the Sheriff requires the case to be 
referred to a children's hearing



The Children's Hearing Panel The Reporter
is the first contact a child or 

family will have with the 
Children’s Hearings System. They 
will investigate a referral about 

your child by getting information 
from a number of sources – they 
might speak to a social worker if 

your child has one, or their 
teacher. You can also provide the 

Children’s Reporter with 
information about your child. 

After that the Children’s 
Reporter will decide if your child 

has to attend a children’s 
hearing. 

Summarise 
each persons 
role on your 
worksheet

Panel Members
Panel Members are people from 
the local community, 18+, who 

volunteer for this role. There are 
always three members on a CHP 

and they must complete 
extensive ‘pre-service’ training 

before they are appointed. Their 
role is to listen and make legal 
decisions with and for infants, 

children and young people. 
Unlike a court case, they do not 

find children ‘guilty’ or ‘not 
guilty’ but provide advice, 

support and a way forward for 
young people.

Social Worker and/or Teacher
Children and young people are 
referred to the Reporter from a 

number of sources, including 
police, social work, health and 
education. They are referred 

because some aspect of their life 
is giving cause for concern. Most 
children and young people are 
referred on care and protection 
grounds. Only a small number 

are referred on offence grounds. 
Social workers & teachers 
routinely attend Children’s 

Hearings to speak to their report 
and to assist with the 

recommendations.

Young persons family members 
or carers

Family or carers will attend the 
meeting in support of the young 
person. Children's hearings are 
held in private and only those 

people who have a legal right to 
be there, or are allowed to be 

there, will be present. Both the 
young person and their parents 
and/or carer(s), will be sent a 

copy of the decision and reasons 
for the decision in writing. 

Appeals can be submitted within 
21 days by the parent or young 

person to the sheriff court

The young person
What decisions can be made?
• That formal, compulsory 
supervision measures are not 

required and discharge the 
case

• Panel Members need more 
information to help them 

make a decision about what is 
best and they can defer the 

hearing until a later date
• The hearing can decide that 

compulsory measures of 
supervision are needed to 

help the child, and can make a 
compulsory supervision order.



What is a compulsory supervision order?
A Compulsory Supervision Order is a legal document that means that the local authority
(example Dundee City Council) is responsible for looking after and helping the young
person. It may contain conditions such as :-

• The child should remain at home, with continued support from social work and family
• To remove the child from their family because they are at risk or in danger and place 

them with family, foster carers or in a children's home
• The CSO may also place the child under curfew via electronic tag – this is only used 

alongside extensive support to try and change the child's behaviour 
• A Children’s Hearing can make a Secure Authorisation as a condition of a Compulsory 

Supervision Order. This would be when they think that the young person should be in a 
place that they can not leave (a secure placement)

• The panel can decide that counselling can be helpful for children to improve their 
behaviour

• Continue to work with schools, social work and families to prevent future incidents
• It can force young offenders into rehabilitation or behaviour programmes 



Questions
1. List three reasons why a child might be referred 

to the Children’s Hearing Panel

2. What decisions can be made for children at the 
CHP?

3. What is a Compulsory Supervision Order?

4. How many panel members are there on a CHP 
and how are they recruited? 

5. What is the title of the person that officially 
refers the child to the CHP?



Around the room there are a list 
of ‘strengths’ and ‘weaknesses’ 
of the Children’s Hearing Panel. 
Create a table in your jotter 
with the two headings and find 
the different pieces of 
information. Read through the 
information then write them 
under the correct header in 
your jotter.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiX27aGuNfkAhUtAWMBHXHAClAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fgiphy.com%2Fexplore%2Finvestigate%26psig%3DAOvVaw0OF4zEDJXwXVSfY8RW6Noc%26ust%3D1568795286373349&psig=AOvVaw0OF4zEDJXwXVSfY8RW6Noc&ust=1568795286373349


Past Paper Question (2014)

With these questions it is important you know how to lay out your answer. 
You will always start with your main point, you will go on to describe your 

point in as much detail as possible, you will then provide an up to date 
example or statistic which backs your original point.



Example answer
One way that the Children’s Hearing Panel can help young children in Scotland 
is by removing them from their parents. To do this, the Children’s Hearing 
Panel will issue a Compulsory Supervision Order and the child can be placed in 
the care of family, foster carers or a local authority residential unit.

The Children’s Hearing System helps young people by providing a relaxed 
atmosphere where young people can discuss their offending behaviour.  It is 
less intimidating than going to an adult court and they will get help and 
support from school, social workers and the police to change their behaviour.

POINT DESCRIBE EXAMPLE


