
Punishment What this means for the criminal 

Absolute discharge This is when the Judge decides that the accused will not be punished, and the case will be ‘thrown out’ of court. 

Admonishment  To be ‘admonished’ means that the perpetrator will be given a criminal record but will receive no formal 

punishment.  

Community Payback 

Order 

(CPO) 

 If you are imposed with a Community Payback Order (CPO), you may be ordered to carry out unpaid work in the 

community (commonly known as Community Service) or attend a programme to help with any behavioural or 

addiction problems. 

Compensation The court may decide that you will pay compensation to your victim(s) and/or the Court. 

Drug Treatment and 

Testing Orders (DTTO) 

If you have a drug misuse problem that the court deems to be serious, you might be ordered to attend drug 

treatment testing. This means you will be regularly tested to ensure you are no longer taking drugs – failure to 

pass the test could result in a further punishment.  

Restriction of Liberty 

Order (ROLO) 

This is where you will be fitted with an electronic tag around your ankle. You may be subjected to a curfew, for 

example you must be in your house between 7pm and 7am. You may be ordered to not go to certain addresses or 

public spaces such as the city centre.  

Fine You may be ordered to pay money to the court. Your financial circumstances will be taken into consideration and 

you may be allowed to pay your fine in instalments. Failure to pay your fine can result in you receiving a different 

punishment.   



 

The Court can issue any of the above fines in accordance with the law. Sometimes punishments will be combined with one another. 

This is most common with Fines.  

Questions  

1. Write down at least one advantage and one disadvantage for each of the punishments that the court can give?  

2. Pick any three punishments – list as many crimes that you can think of in which this punishment would be 

appropriate  

3. State and explain the three different verdicts available in Scottish courts 

4. Explain the different between a summary and a solemn court 

5. What is the lowest and highest courts in Scotland? 

6. What do the following acronyms stand for - ROLO, DTTO and CPO? 

7. Identify which statements are true and copy these into your jotter, correct the statements which are untrue with the 

correct information (you may need to do a bit of research yourself 😊!) 

 

Prison If you are given a prison sentence, the court will decide the length and terms. If you are aged between 16 and 21 

years, you will be sent to a Young Offenders Institution. If you are over the age of 21 you will be sent to an adult 

prison.  

You may discuss these questions as a group 

You must write your answers in FULL SENTENCES in your 

jotter 



You will be sent to an adult’s prison 
from the age of 18 

JP stands for Justice to the 
Perpetrator 

If a court ‘admonishes’ you, you will 
receive a criminal record 

The Police decide which court you 
will be dealt with in  

‘Not Proven’ is a verdict used in all 
UK courts 

There are 49 Sheriff Courts in 
Scotland 

The High Court has no limit on how 
long it can send someone to prison 

The maximum sentence in a 
summary court is 12 months in 
prison 

There are 14 members on a jury in 
Solemn and High Court cases 

 

8. List as many reasons as possible on why alternative punishments are increasingly being used instead of prison 


