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The Cost of Crime - Read the information below then complete the activities on the 

next page: 

Most crimes are committed: 

- In cities (90% of crime occurs in urban areas) 

- Close to popular drinking areas (pubs and nightclubs) 

- In socially deprived areas 

- By men (75% of all crime is committed by men) 

- Young people (average 21-25 for men and 25-30 for females) 

The level of crime in Scotland has fallen in recent years, with 238,651 crimes 

recorded by the police in 2016/17. In the last ten years crime has decreased by 43%. 

However, serious and organised crime costs the UK economy £145 billion a year, 

according to the National Crime Agency – equivalent to around £4,500 per 

household! The cost of such crimes has risen sharply since the last figure of £137 

billion, which was published five years ago in 2013. This is because each crime 

continues to cost the Government more each year. The total cost of crime and crime 

prevention for retailers in 2018 surged by 12% to £1.9 billion. The total cost 

comprised of £900 million in direct cost from retail crime such as shoplifting and 

damage to goods while £1 billion was spent in efforts to prevent crime such as 

security guards, clothing tags and CCTV. This equates to around 20% of the overall 

profits from retailers.  

Increasingly thieves are moving away from more traditional crimes such as robberies 

and theft and are instead looking to use the internet to commit crime. This is known 

as cybercrime and is increasingly popular due to the anonymity of the internet. 

Cybercrime will often involve stealing personal information from individuals, ordering 

goods or stealing highly confidential business information. By accessing this 

information, many criminals can ‘get rich quick’. Certain Banks, Insurance 

Companies and Energy Suppliers have become victim of internet crime in recent 

years. Altogether, a least 1/3 of all crime relating to businesses is connected to the 

internet.  

To prevent internet crime, the Scottish and UK Government have set up special 

cyber crime units. Working alongside companies and businesses, the Scottish 

Business Crime Centre aims to use the latest ICT Security measures to catch and 

stop internet thieves.  

The cost of crime to the country runs into the hundreds of billions of pounds. This is 

because: 

- The cost of the Police Service to catch criminals 

- The Court costs involved with prosecuting criminals 

- The cost of prisons and the varying alternatives  

- The rise in insurance costs for cars, homes and goods 

- Cost of repairing damage due to crime 
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- Health costs including mental health treatment 

- The loss of earnings for the victims 

Both the Scottish and UK Government have spent billions of pounds dealing with the 

consequences of crime. In order to do this, Governments must either increase taxes 

or spend more of the tax they have already collected (meaning less money for other 

things such as schools and hospitals). As well as higher taxes the final way that 

crime costs are through higher prices in shops for goods and services. If businesses 

are losing money to crime, they pass this cost on to shoppers through increasing 

prices or will need to close their shop – reducing jobs and facilities. Taken together, 

crime is not only very bad for the individual, but is hugely expensive for the country.  

1. A) Where do most crimes take place and why? 

B) Who is most likely to commit crime and why?  

 

 

 

2. What evidence is there to support this view? 

3. The cost of crime to retailers has declined in recent years – explain why this 

statement is false 

4. Describe two ways retailers try to prevent crime such as shoplifting? 

5. Explain one reason why thieves are increasingly turning to the internet to 

commit crime? 

6. Describe one way the Scottish Government has tried to tackle internet crime? 

7. Complete the spider diagram: -  

 

 

 

8. Describe two ways the Governments spending is affected by the cost of crime 

9. Describe two ways shoppers are affected by the cost of crime 

“Crime in Scotland is falling. However, crime costs the UK economy 

billions each year and this figure continues to rise” – Miss Dunn 

Cost of crime to 

the country 


