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ACTIVITY 1 

 
Read the sentences below and underline the answer which  

means the same as the word in bold type.  
 

The first one has been done for you. 
 

1.  Those scientists want to hear what 
the top professor thinks about their 

theory because he is the foremost 
expert in the subject. 

What do we mean by context? 

 

It is unlikely that you will know every word in a piece of writing so  

you will sometimes need to guess what a word means from its  

context.  Context means the words nearby in the sentence or  

paragraph. 

 

What you have to do is look for clues in the words or sentences  

around the word you don’t understand. 

 

How to Answer Questions on Context 

Say what the word means and explain how the context helped you work out the 

meaning. 

 

CLOSE READING EXAMPLE 

Ryan was reluctant to be the Captain of the school football team.  He wasn’t keen to 

take charge of the team and didn’t want to be the person who people would blame if 

the team wasn’t successful. 

 

QUESTION 

Say what “reluctant” means and quote the word(s) that helped you to work out what it 

meant.  

 

ANSWER 

“wasn’t keen” and “didn’t want” tell us that reluctant means he was unwilling to be 

Captain. 
 
 

 
 

In each sentence below, underline the word(s) which help you to work out what 
the word in bold type means. 

 

Eg 
 

 
The design of skateboards changed with the introduction of the kicktail, an 

upturned back end, which allowed new tricks to be performed. 
 
   

 

 



A. the first or main one 
B. craziest 

C. least informed 
D. loudest          

            

2 Poor Farmer McDonald labours 
sixteen hours a day and never has 

time for a holiday. Everyone 

should have at least one day a 
week for rest and relaxation. 

A. plays B. 
eats a lot C. 
works hard 

D. works for the government 

   

 

3.  It's not that I'm unfriendly, but 
sometimes I want to leave society 

behind and be alone for awhile. 

A. people living as members of a group 
B. homes with messy floors 

C. the fastest runners 
D. people who save money 

        

4.  Our new burglar alarm system will wake up the 
entire neighbourhood if an intruder gets in the 

house. 

An intruder is someone who  

A. paints or repairs old buildings 
B. refuses to wear shoes 
C. goes where they are not  wanted or allowed 

D. is very noisy 

 

 

ACTIVITY 2 
 
For each question, say what the word in bold type means  

and quote ( copy down) the word(s) which helped you work  
out the meaning. 



 
 

 
1 Ryan had to put his sun glasses on because the rays of the 

sun were so dazzling they hurt his eyes. 
 

“dazzling” means  ______________________________________ 
 

Quote   ______________________________________ 
 

2 Unlike her older sister Julie, who stayed out all hours of the 
night, Kate obediently followed all  her parents’ rules and 

came in by the curfew. 

 
“obediently” means ______________________________________ 

 
Quote  ________________________________________ 

 
 

 
3 If a wolf refuses to help its pack hunt, they do not want it 

with them so it becomes an outcast and must go on alone. 
 

“outcast” means ________________________________________ 
 

Quote        ________________________________________ 
 

 

4 Life in the trenches was often squalid because when it rained 
the trenches filled with water, making them muddy and filthy. 

 
“squalid” means  ________________________________________ 

 
Quote  ________________________________________ 

 
 

 
5 On the way to her room after just having been grounded, 

Tammy murmured something under her breath. 
 

“murmured” means ______________________________________ 
 

Quote      ______________________________________ 


