
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding Standards 
 
 

Support pack for National course assessment  
C806 77 

Art and Design (Design) (Advanced Higher): 
portfolio 
 
Identifier: 6/PVS2019 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This edition: October 2019 
 
The information in this publication is for use by assessors from SQA approved 
centres. It may be reproduced in whole or in part to support assessment.  
 
 
© Scottish Qualifications Authority 2019  



 
 

Contents 
Overview 1 

Candidate evidence 2 

Commentary on candidate evidence 6 
 
 



1 
 

Overview 
Purpose  
Understanding Standards packs are intended to provide teachers, lecturers and 
assessors with a clear understanding of the marks that have been awarded to 
specific examples of candidate evidence and the reasons why these have been 
awarded. They may be used in centres: 
 
♦ to prepare for the assessment of the relevant course component 
♦ as benchmarks to help assessors judge the evidence produced by their own 

candidates 
♦ for training purposes 

 
The commentary and candidate evidence in this pack should be read in 
conjunction with the relevant coursework assessment task and the marking 
instructions.  
  



2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidate evidence 
  



3 
 

 



4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



5 
 

Advanced Higher Art and Design: (Design) portfolio evaluation 
Candidate name:  Candidate number:  
Centre number:  
Give a summary of your design brief 

The Cirque du Soleil have asked me to design three accessories for their stores based where 
they perform around the world. I have been asked to design a scarf, necklace and a bag. My 
designs have to represent the circus theme and be made bright, colourful and eye-catching. 
They would like something a bit unusual that symbolises Cirque do Soleil effectively, for 
customers to keep as a souvenir yet something they would wear day to day. 

Give a brief explanation of how your contextual analysis relates to your practical 
work 

In all my designs I wanted to focus mainly on colour, form and pattern to tie in with my 
theme of the circus. The designer Peter Chang inspired me to look at the different 
structures of designs and how the contrast of colour can be very effective. In my own 
pieces I wanted to do something similar to Chang – to be exciting but a day to day piece. I 
wanted to make repeat patterns in my designs using different shapes to create an unusual, 
yet modern piece to move the viewer’s eye around the piece. 

Instructions to candidates 
Evaluate the impact of important creative decisions and the effectiveness of your 
design work with reference to the design brief, creative intentions and specific 
turning points.                                                                                            (6 marks) 
Looking back on my folio I have clearly used lots of creative thinking and used a wide 
variety of materials. I have experimented with fabric manipulation, printing, stitching, card 
manipulation and many more to develop three complete fashion pieces. 
 
At the beginning of my folio I really wanted to introduce straight away my theme and how I 
would put this into types of colour, pattern and form which is where I took my inspiration 
from the well known designer Peter Chang. The way he uses shape, colour, form and 
pattern was a real interest to me so I had to show this in my portfolio from start to finish. 
 
As an introduction to my portfolio I wanted to show mostly how I was developing my circus 
theme, looking in particular with acrobat’s movement and with the use of materials and 
how much I took risks with going all out with the limited materials I had. I then wanted to 
show that I was therefore interested in the shapes of the acrobat’s movement and how I 
could develop them into a type of pattern or form using 3D models and different types of 
materials to do so. By doing this it illustrated where I was taking inspiration from Peter 
Chang’s work to successfully go on to make my finals. 
 
I feel that my most successful design was the necklace. It is most clearly related to the 
forms of the acrobats and it is calmer and sophisticated to show that it was something that 
people could wear day to day and could buy in stores for a reasonable amount of money 
maybe roughly 80 pounds and could be a souvenir from the famous Cirque du Soleil shows. 
My scarf worked very well in the paper idea and though the colour of the final work was 
good, the design was a little flat. I took the colour from Peter Chang’s work in particular, 
but I could have used more detail in the pattern. My handbag looked a bit crowded with 
detail but also showed the movements of acrobats well with the cut outs on the front and 
back of the bag, which I took the inspiration of Chang’s use of form. 
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Commentary on candidate 
evidence 

Portfolio commentary: Cirque du Soleil — accessories  

Section 1 — Practical design work 

Demonstrating a visually coherent and sustained design enquiry, showing 
relevant investigative research and development of ideas, leading to the 
considered resolution of design work(s) 

Effective 

This process shows how shapes from the Cirque du Soleil are 
abstracted to form three colourful designs: a bag, a necklace 
and a scarf. The development of ideas is seen in cut-outs and 
folded paper. In one, the paper is folded to form a necklace, 
and in the others, the pattern on a bag and scarf are formed 
from repeated cut shapes. The designs reflect the aspects of 
the movement and colour of the acrobatic show. Although the 
candidate identifies the source for each design, the initial step 
of converting circus acrobats into abstract shapes is hard to 
see. There are photos of the Cirque du Soleil and some 
simplified cut-out figures, but the process of abstracting the 
figures is less clear and the resulting designs seems to have 
only a distant connection to their source. These omissions 
reflect the candidate’s difficulty in managing the development 
of three designs. 

Showing a personal applied understanding of design practice by skilfully and 
creatively using materials, techniques and/or technology to explore and 
experiment with design elements 

Effective 

There is some experimentation shown that varies the cut 
shapes and the paper folding into linear forms — these are 
combined with stitching, PVA and string and patterns in felt 
pen to create a more complex textured design that looks 
promising. There is also an understanding of ‘exchange’ in 
cut paper where a mirror image of what might be a hand is 
seen both sides of the design. The same form is also seen in 
simple printmaking. 
 
The resolutions of the project in paper and felt are missing a 
sense of refinement or craft in the cutting, the earlier 
experimentation with pattern and detail are missing and the 
designs lack finish. The necklace does not take the initial idea 
further, the bag is roughly made and, though it is strange to 
say this of a scarf, it does not seem to fit. 
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Section 2 — Contextual analysis 

Selecting a design work with relevance to their enquiry and discussing the 
impact of related contexts through analysis of its features 

Partially 
effective 
 

The candidate gives a background to the career of Peter 
Chang. There is a link and quote to upcycling plastic and shows 
connections with pop art, mosaic, sea-life and successfully 
explains how the designer makes a bracelet from acrylic, 
lacquering and tiny found objects.  
 
Although the analysis of the bracelet refers to shape, pattern 
and colour, it does not explain the effect of these visual 
elements. Nor are the practicalities of the design explored, how 
it might look on the wrist as a piece of jewellery. There are also 
several references to contextual links, such as surrealism and 
pop art, which are mentioned but not explained. 

Section 3 — Evaluation 
Evaluating the impact of important creative decisions and the effectiveness of 
their design work with reference to the theme or stimulus, creative intentions 
and specific turning points 

Effective 

The candidate explains how, with limited materials, designs that 
reflect the movement of acrobats can be formed into 
accessories. Each of the designs is assessed, and though there 
is no reference to the brief, the candidate makes a couple of 
good points in evaluating the ‘crowded’ pattern for the bag and 
how they could have achieved a more detailed pattern to reflect 
the inspiration of Peter Chang. Creative intentions are 
mentioned but there is no reference to any turning points or 
stages in the design process.  
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