
Why does flooding occur? 17/03/2020

Do Now

What causes a river to break its banks

Ext – Is flooding more likely to happen in rural

or urban areas? Why? 
Aim

▪ To understand why flooding occurs



http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcse

bitesize/geography/water_rivers/riv

er_flooding_management_video.sh

tml



Flooding

• A flood occurs whenever a river overflows its 

banks (exceeds its ‘bankfull’ discharge)

• However, a flood becomes a problem when 

the water rises to a level where it threatens 

property and/or life



• Rivers usually flood due to a range of physical 

factors

• These physical factors can be divided into 

climatic factors and drainage basin

characteristics. Human intervention can also 

make flooding worse

• Urbanisation:  increased impermeable 

surface = increased runoff into rivers and 

streams

• Deforestation:  reduced interception = 

increased runoff and erosion of the land



Task

Make a table like the one below. We are about to 

watch a series of videos, write down the human and 

physical effects of flooding 

Human Physical



Make notes using the 5W’s template

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6uDTxg

LFak

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gAphcN3

XKQ

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK0dnecg

SFU

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjqr6cjvo9

Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6uDTxgLFak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gAphcN3XKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK0dnecgSFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjqr6cjvo9Y


Flood management



Hard engineering

Hard engineering options tend to be expensive, 

short-term options. They may also have a high impact 

on the landscape or environment and be 

unsustainable.



Dams and reservoirs

• Widely used around the world

• Main functions: prevent floods, hydroelectric 

power, irrigation, food supply, recreation 

• They can control water flow and be very 

effective during heavy rain

• However, they often flood large areas of land 

destroying farming areas and meaning people 

have to move home





Channel straightening

• River can be engineered to be straight

• Usually achieved by cutting through meanders

• It speeds up the flow of the water but this can 

result to greater flooding downstream

• The streams are often lined with concreate to 

stop the channels collapsing 

• They can be damaging to the environment but 

they prevent flooding in the middle course





Embankments

• This is raising the river banks at the sides of the river

• It stops flooding and it is often used in towns and 

cities

• Concreate blocks are often used to raise the level

• Sometimes they achieve embankments by dredging 

the river channel. This is more sustainable





Flood relief channel

• Manmade channel designed to bypass urban 

areas

• During times of high flow, greater flow can be 

encouraged through opening gates

• Reduces flooding threat



Soft engineering 

Soft engineering options are often less expensive 

than hard engineering options. They are usually more 

long-term and sustainable, with less impact on the 

environment.



Afforestation

• Planting trees to stop the waters flow and 

slow down movement of water to the river 

channel

• The trees also soak up water

• This is sustainable and cheap but can take a 

long time to take effect





River restoration 

• When a river has been artificially changed it 

may be of benefit to change it back to its 

original state

• This reduces the likelihood of a major flood 

downstream





Wetlands and flood storage areas

• Wetland environments are very effective for 

storing water

• This reduces the risk of flood downstream





Floodplain zoning

• This restricts certain land use on the 

floodplains

• Areas prone to flooding can be kept clear of 

houses and industry

• Instead the areas are used for low value things 

such as pastoral farming and playing field

• This can be very difficult to implement 







Preparing for the flood

• We can try to predict floods using met office 

data

• People can prepare their homes for the flood 

for example using sandbags

• The local authorities can prepare areas

• People can leave if necessary 





Task

Complete the soft and hard engineering tables

Ext –Answer the following:

1. Why do places use a balance of hard and soft 

engineering?

2. Are certain types of engineering more 

suitable in different courses of the river?

3. Why do you think people usually prefer soft 

engineering?



What have we learnt today?

Aim

▪ To understand why flooding occurs


