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FOR FURTHER PRACTICE  

 

Comment on the authors' use of sentence structure in the following pieces of writing 

and consider their purpose in the techniques they have chosen. You could also 

comment on any other striking features of style such as word choice or imagery. 

 

1. In the following extract, the character is extremely dissatisfied and bored with life. 

The flat crouched around him, watching like a depressed relation, waiting for him to 

take some action. He drew the curtains and switched on the lamp and things looked 

marginally better. He took The Times from his coat pocket and tossed it on the table. 

Pulled off his coat and flung it across a chair. He went into the kitchen and poured a 

strong whisky and filled the glass with ice from the fridge. He went back to the sitting 

room and sat down on the sofa and opened the paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. At evening, sitting on this terrace, 

When the sun from the west, beyond Pisa, beyond the mountains of Carrara 

Departs, and the world is taken by surprise… 

Look up, and you see things flying 

Between the day and the night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In the following extract two sisters have gone down to a creek for a picnic. When 

they return home they find that one of the sisters has lost a valuable brooch borrowed 

from her mother without permission, and so they must carefully retrace their exact 

steps. 

Back we went, searching the bush on which the meadow lark had sung, following our 

faint trail through the waving grass, refinding the places where the violets were 
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thickest. Down we went on our hands and knees, pushing aside the slim, cool grass 

with edges that cut the fingers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The court was told that Miss Martin had not been at home on the Saturday evening. 

It was alleged that the accused had entered her house and waited there for her to 

return. He was said to have threatened her with a knife when she opened the door and 

forced her to reveal where the safe was. Money and jewellery to the value of five 

thousand pounds were handed over by Miss Martin who was then tied to a chair. The 

alarm was raised at midnight, when the friend with whom she had spent the evening 

telephoned and received no reply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Revision 

 3 

5. In a public lavatory, with the door locked, Felicia feels her way through the 

belongings in the heavier of her carrier bags, to the jersey in which she has secreted 

the greater part of her money. She has two pounds and seventy-three pence left in the 

purse in her handbag. 

But the sleeves of the jersey are empty and, thinking she has made a mistake, she 

searches the other bag. Since it yields nothing either, she returns to the first one. In a 

panic she takes everything out of both, littering the floor of the cubicle, unfolding the 

navy-blue jersey and shaking out all the other clothes. The money is not there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Capri is essentially a fairy tale, a dream lost in the extraordinary azure of an 

incredible sea, in the boundless panoramas which embrace other precious tesserae of 

that wonderful mosaic which is the Neapolitan and Salerno coast, between Capo 

Miseno and Amalfi. Everything which can be perceived by the senses finds its 

greatest elevation on this island; from the light, sublime complement and refined 

facets of colour which allow one to read, as in an open book, the endless wonders of 

the place; from the perfume of the flowers which constitutes another jewel of the 

island and the vegetation which is a mixture of Mediterranean aspects and more 

precisely tropical ones: from the strong salt- laden breezes of a sea which is the very 

life of the island; from the disturbing voice of silence, broken only by the piercing cry 

of the seagulls and the breaking of the waves on the steep and precipitous rocks; from 

the possibility of touching with one's own hands the ancient traces of an illustrious 

and fascinating history, together with numerous remains of a past which represents 

the most authentic cultural matrix of the place.  
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FULL PRACTICE EXERCISE 

 

THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

 

In the following passage, Maggie Craig argues that the place of women in Scottish 

history has been neglected or distorted. 

 

PASSAGE 1 

 

We might all be Jock Tamson's bairns, but from the reading of much Scottish history 

you'd never guess that Jock and his wife had daughters as well as sons. Even modern 

writers -who should, one would think, know better -manage to convey the impression 

that generations of Scotsmen produced further generations of the same without 

recourse to the female sex at all. 

 

The romanticisers do give us the standard heroines: Mary Queen of Scots, Jenny 

Geddes and, of course, Flora MacDonald. There she stands in front of Inverness 

Castle, her faithful dog by her side, shading her eyes as she looks in the direction of 

Skye.  

 

She's also conveniently silent, like most women in Scottish history, gagged not 

so much by the restrictions of their own times as by the wilful blindness of subsequent 

historians. 

 

Other than icons like Flora, Scotswomen appear in histories in strictly delineated 

areas: women in the labour force, sexuality, witchcraft -a sort of bolt-on accessory to 

male history. Even the significant works which have appeared in recent years, some 

of which even have a special chapter devoted to women, tend to ghettoise them in 

these same spheres of activity. 

 

Sorry, lassies, say the historians, but you've got to face facts -that's where you were -

in menial jobs, contributing to the illegitimacy rate in Ayrshire or Aberdeen -we've 

got a nice graph on that one -or being burned at the stake in front of Edinburgh Castle. 

The rest of you were at home stirring the porridge. Not much to write about there.  

 

This is just not the full picture. The smallest amount of digging will turn up many 

Scotswomen over the centuries involved in many different areas of life. We can go 

right back to Pictish society, run on a matriarchal system of descent. We can look at 

women like Isobel, Countess of Fife, who set the crown on Robert the Bruce's head 

and suffered dearly as a result. What about the female Covenanting martyrs whose 

stories still need to be investigated? 

 

What about Anne Leith who went out to Culloden with two other women on the 

afternoon of the battle to do what they could for the wounded and the dying and who 

stayed in Inverness afterwards, badgering the authorities to give the Jacobite prisoners 

better treatment? What about Anne McKay, who helped a young officer escape from 

Inverness and who suffered physical maltreatment as a result, her teenage son being 

beaten to death by the redcoats in reprisal? 
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Why has no- one erected a statue to these women or the many others like them? Why 

do we not see their pictures on shortbread tin lids? The information which tells their 

stories is there -in original documents in libraries and archives throughout the country. 

 

Our history matters. Only a country which knows where it has been can work out 

where it is going. The historian, constantly aware of his or her own prejudices and 

cultural conditioning, should strive to see the whole picture, from as many points of 

view as possible. We have moved a long way from the belief that history is about only 

the great and the powerful. Women's history is part of people's history too -the story 

of all the bairns of Adam. And, of course, Eve, too.  

 

The following passage is an abridged version of part of a speech delivered by Hillary 

Clinton to the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China, 

September 1995. 

 

PASSAGE 2 
 

This conference is truly a celebration -a celebration of the contributions women make 

in every aspect of life: in the home, on the job, in their communities, as mothers, 

wives, sisters, daughters, learners, workers, citizens and leaders. 

 

It is also a coming together, much the way women come together every day in every 

country. We come together in fields and in factories. In village markets and 

supermarkets, in living rooms and board rooms. Whether it is while playing with our 

children in the park, or washing clothes in a river, or taking a break at the office water 

cooler, we come together and talk about our aspirations and concerns. And time and 

again, our talk turns to our children and our families. However different we may be, 

there is far more that unites us than divides us. We share a common future. And we 

are here to find common ground so that we may help bring new dignity and respect to 

women and girls all over the world -and in so doing, bring new strength and stability 

to families as well. 

 

What we are learning is that if women are healthy and educated, their families will 

flourish. If women are free from violence, their families will flourish. If women have 

a chance to work and earn as full and equal partners in society, their families will 

flourish. And when families flourish, communities and nations will flourish. That is 

why every woman, every man, every child, every family and every nation on our 

planet has a stake in the discussion that takes place here. At this very moment, as we 

sit here, women around the world are giving birth, raising children, cooking meals, 

washing clothes, cleaning houses, planting crops, working on assembly lines, running 

companies and running countries. 

 

Women also are dying from diseases that should have been prevented or treated; they 

are watching their children succumb to malnutrition caused by poverty and economic 

deprivation; they are being denied the right to go to school by their own fathers and 

brothers; they are being forced into prostitution, and they are being barred from the 

bank lending office and banned from the ballot box. Those of us who have the 

opportunity to be here have the responsibility to speak for those who could not. 
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If there is one message that echoes forth from this conference, it is that human rights 

are women's rights -and women 's rights are human rights. Let us not forget that 

among those rights are the right to speak freely -and the right to be heard. 

 

Families rely on mothers and wives for emotional support and care; families rely on 

women for labour in the home; and increasingly, families rely on women for income 

needed to raise healthy children and care for other relatives. As long as discrimination 

and inequities remain so commonplace around the world- as long as girls and women 

are valued less, fed less, fed last, overworked, underpaid, not schooled and subjected 

to violence in and out of their homes- the potential of the human family to create a 

peaceful, prosperous world will not be realised. 

 

QUESTIONS ON PASSAGE ONE              Mark 

 

(a) "Bolt-on accessory"; "ghettoise" (para 4). 

What idea is common to both of these images? Comment in detail on the 

effectiveness of one of them.         3 

(b) By referring to the author's word choice, comment on the contrast in style 

and tone between paragraphs four and five       4 

(c) Comment on the tone of "Sorry lassies, say the historians, but you've got to 

face facts" (para 5)         2 

(d) Explain how the sentence "This is just not the full picture" (para 6) provides 

a linking function in the argument.        2 

(e} Comment on the sentence structure of lines para 7 ("What about… 

reprisal").           2 

(f) Explain how the examples of Anne Leith and Anne McKay contribute to the 

author's argument.          2 

(g) The last paragraph contains some observations on the historian's method. 

(i) What does the author believe that historians should aim to do?    1 

(ii) What two factors might hold the historians back in achieving this aim?  2 

 

QUESTIONS ON PASSAGE TWO 

 

(h) Explain the use of two features of the punctuation in the opening sentence.  2 

(i)  

(i) What is the single main contrast suggested between the various 

locations listed in the first half of paragraph 2?      2 

(ii) How does the sentence structure reinforce this contrast?    2 

(j) Look again at the last sentence in paragraph 3 ("At this very moment…running 

countries"). 

Comment on the order in which the various examples are arranged.   2 

(k) Look at paragraph 4. In your own words, summarise the problems faced by 

women in some parts of the world.       3 

(l) Hillary Clinton sums up her message as "human rights are women's rights - 

and women's rights are human rights." (paragraph 5). With reference to the 

text, give an example of how the speech argues that an improvement in the 

status of women would benefit the rest of society.      2 

(m) In your own words, explain three ways in which families rely on women 

(final paragraph).         2 
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QUESTIONS ON BOTH PASSAGES            Marks 
 

(n) What similarities do you notice between the role of women in history  

considered in passage one, and the status of women as outlined in passage two? 3 

 

(o) Examine the various methods used by each writer to persuade the reader. 

Which do you consider more successful ? Why?      4 

 

Total 40 marks 

 


