
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

By 2020, it is expected that 

temperature would have 

risen by 1°C since 1990.  

By 2020, Summer 

temperatures in the south of 

England are expected to 

exceed 30°c. 

Droughts and heatwaves will 

become more common. 

Temperatures will drop in 

winter months. 
Scotland will experience 

much more snow. 

In general, summers will 

become hotter and drier. 

River flooding will become 

more common, especially 

the River Severn. 

 

In 2003, Europe experienced 

a 10 day heatwave. 

Temperatures reached 40°c 

across many parts of Europe 

- caused 35,000 deaths. 

Urban planners would need 

to re-think where to build 

new housing developments 

as floodplains are flooded 

more often. 

By 2020, Scotland will get 

more rain during winter 

months. 

By 2050 temperatures will 

exceed 30°c in England and 

Wales. 

By 2020, it is expected that 

winter storms will become 

more common 

In the wild species are likely 

to start breeding much 

earlier. This was already 

evident in 2013 and 2014.  

Plants/insects that birds feed 

on could disappear - Birds 

can't nest - populations could 

become extinct. 

Atlantic salmon in the 

Scottish Blackwater River - 

after flash floods there would 

be a large decrease in 

salmon. 

The crops that we grow will 

slowly change; we will be 

able to grow more grapes, 

olives and other 

Mediterranean crops.  

By 2050, we will also be able 

to grow peaches, oranges 

and kiwis in the UK.  

Low level areas of eastern 

England could be at threat of 

sea level rise (due to the 

melting glaciers). 

By 2080 temperatures are 

expected to rise to 4°c.  

By 2050, the temperature is 

expected to rise by 2.5°C. 

By 2080, 75cm sea level rise 

– we could see an increase in 

storm surges. 

Thames barrier prevents 

London from being flooded. 

But in 2080, it is unlikely to 

stop the predicted storm 

surges and Central London 

could experience significant 

flooding - up to 2 metres 

deep. 

At current rates of use, the 

government predict 27-59 

million people will live in 

areas with low water supply 

by 2050. This could increase 

with rising demand and 

population growth.  

In 2013 330,000 properties 

were at risk of flooding, 

climate change could 

increase this to between 

630,000 and 1.2 million by 

2080.  


