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General Information about the
Curriculum and Courses in the Senior Phase
Rationale
What underpins our curriculum design

Skills for learning, skills for work and skills for life.



Need to equip our children to respond to change – ‘future-proof’ them



Awareness of social, political, economic and technological influences

The curriculum is more than curricular areas and subjects. The curriculum is the totality of experiences which are planned for
children and young people through their education and includes the following four contexts:


Ethos & life of the school as a community



Curriculum areas and subjects



Interdisciplinary learning



Opportunities for personal achievement

Curriculum Overview
The curriculum at Wester Hailes Education Centre is designed in two phases:

Broad General Education up to the end of S3



Senior Phase- S4-S6

Qualifications
Curriculum for Excellence has been running in Scottish secondary schools since 2010 and has brought a new way of learning
into schools, equipping learners with the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to succeed in the 21st century. Skills
that learners develop today, will help them to succeed in life outside the classroom. The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA)
have designed qualifications that will help learners demonstrate and recognise the skills, knowledge and understanding they’ve
acquired at school or college.

National
SCQF Level

Equivalent ‘Old’ National Qualification
Qualifications

National 7

Advanced Higher

Advanced Higher

National 6

Higher

Higher

National 5

National 5

Standard Grade Credit/Intermediate 2

National 4

National 4

Standard Grade General/Intermediate 1

National 3

National 3

Access 3

Teachers will assess the new Courses and Units at National 3 and National 4. Course at National 3 and National 4 will not be
graded. They will be assessed as pass or fail. SQA will check the assessments to make sure they meet national standards.
Courses at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels will still include work that that is assessed and marked throughout
the year by teachers as well as work directly assessed by SQA. .
Courses at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher will be graded A to D or ‘No Award’. There are no automatic compensatory
arrangements at any level.

Progression in Learning in the Senior Phase

Experience tells us that pupils moving into and through the Senior Phase curriculum are often surprised by the increase in
challenge represented by a combination of Nationals and Highers in their new curriculum.
As pupils move through the Senior Phase, pupils will choose a minimum of 6 subjects. There are some exceptions for pupils
opting for 2 Advanced Highers or more.
All pupils are expected to remain in their courses and fulfil the course demands for the duration of the year.
Prior to making your choices consider the following:
(1) Positive and Sustained Destinations
At WHEC, as pupils progress through the Senior Phase, one of our main aims is to ensure each pupil is matched into one of 3
pathways:

Stay on at school



Further/Higher education



Employment / modern apprenticeship.

The course choice process is essential to ensure pupils are directed into the appropriate pathway. This, thereby, provides every
pupil with the skills and personal qualities desired to sustain a positive destination beyond their school years.
(2) Progress in Courses
Selecting courses at the appropriate level of challenge, so that you can make progress is important. If your curriculum is either
too challenging or not challenging enough, it can cause a lack of: motivation, engagement and progress in learning. It is
essential that you take teachers advice on the appropriate level.
(3) Enjoyment
Matching subject choice to pupils’ interests and enjoyment can keep motivation and engagement high. Read carefully the
demands of each subject and the level you are considering.
(4) Balance—Breadth of experiences
Pupils may want to keep their options open in terms of the future, and so picking a range of courses that create a portfolio of
skills and qualifications is a wise option. Consider carefully whether you can manage the depth of learning in a subject or
whether selecting another subject and developing breadth of learning is more beneficial.

Course Choice Process
For session 2018-19 we are extending the range of courses that are available to young people so that they are equipped with a
portfolio of qualifications and skills that reflect current trends in employment, further and higher education.
Courses are divided into 3 areas:Subjects including National Progression Awards (S5/6 only)
Wider Achievement ( A and B)
Foundation Apprenticeships (S5/6 only)

Subjects
Subjects are traditionally what have been offered in schools and represent knowledge and skills in a specific subject area.
These courses contain up to 160 hours of learning and pupils will engage in them either 5 or 6 periods per week depending on
the level of study, therefore ensuring all requirements are met.
SQA define pupil learning as

Programmed learning –primarily through teacher contact.



Independent study –primarily through homework and revision.

All Subjects are Scottish Qualifications Authority accredited with pupils achieving course awards from National 3-National 5,
Higher and Advanced Higher. The National Progression Awards will be unit based courses allowing pupils to achieve them at
the same National levels but there will be no external exam.

Wider Achievement
Wider achievement courses offer young people unique opportunities to gain essential skills that will enable them to develop
their skills in a practical context.
Wider A (3 Periods per week) - These have been created to offer pupils the opportunity to develop further the skills that they
are developing in their subject based curriculum. By offering this level of enhancement, pupils will be able to focus on a small
number of key areas.
Wider B (2 Periods per weeks) - These provide the wider range of experiences that aim to support skills for learning, life and
work beyond subject based learning. Some of the these courses may take place on or off school campus and where appropriate
additional qualifications/accreditation may be secured through these programmes of learning.

Foundation Apprenticeship
Foundation Apprenticeships are a Skills Development Scotland (SDS) initiative, providing new, work-based learning opportunities for learners in their senior phase of secondary education. It enables them to complete elements of a Modern Apprenticeship while still at school.
Pupils work towards a Foundation Apprenticeship alongside their other subjects — their National 5 and Highers. They'll also
spend part of the school week with a learning provider and with a local employer. They will work towards industry-recognised
qualifications while developing skills and experience in the workplace.

S3 Pupils moving into S4 - Course Choice Form
Curriculum 2019-20
Name

Class

Career Intentions
All pupils will study English and Maths. Please choose 6 other courses in total in order of preference. Please note that
the school offers up to 6 Nationals in S4. Pupils will hopefully be allocated their choices plus English and Maths. Courses
will only run if there are sufficient numbers to make them viable.
To ensure progression in learning, pupils should, where appropriate, opt to study their best courses out of the other
subjects they have been learning in S3. If a pupil wishes to take up a new subject this must first be discussed with
Guidance.
Nationals
Administration & IT
Art & Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Design & Manufacture
Drama
English
ESOL

French
Geography
History
Hospitality: Practical Cookery
Hospitality: Skills for Work
Mathematics
Media
Modern Studies

Pupils choose a first and second choice from both wider A
and wider B. This is in addition to the subjects chosen
above.

Music
PE
Physics
Practical Woodwork
Retailing
Spanish
Sport & Recreation
Travel & Tourism

Please nominate your top 6 choices in order of preference with 1
being the most important. Proposed level of study relates to the
level which you wish to study the subject in S4. This will be
indicated in your S3 Monitoring and Tracking.

Subject to be Studied

Wider Achievement A (3 periods per week)
Art Portfolio for Creative & Visual Learners

eg History

ESOL for Employability

English

Film & Media

Mathematics

Proposed Level
N4

Preference
1

Leadership/Sports Leaders

1

Volunteering Skills

2
3

Wider Achievement B (2 periods per week)

4

Art Digital Graphics Photoshop

5

Duke of Edinburgh

6

Future Chef

Wider A / Wider B Choices

Scholar

WA1

Scottish Studies: Scotland in Focus

WA2
WB1
WB2

S4 Pupils moving into S5/6 - Course Choice Form
Curriculum 2019-20
Name

Class

Career Intentions
Please choose 6 courses in total in order of preference. Please note that the school offers up to 6 Nationals in S5/S6.
Pupils will hopefully be allocated their choices. Courses will only run if there are sufficient numbers to make them
viable.
To ensure progression in learning, pupils should, where appropriate, opt to study their best courses out of the subjects
they have been learning in the previous year. If a pupil wishes to take up a new subject this must first be discussed
with Guidance.
Nationals & Highers
Administration & IT
Art & Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Design & Manufacture
Drama
English

NPAs
ESOL
French
Geography
History
Hospitality: Practical Cookery
Hospitality: Skills for Work
Mathematics
Media

Modern Studies
Music
PE
Physics
Practical Woodwork
Retailing
Spanish
Sport & Recreation
Travel & Tourism

Pupils have the choice of NPAs and Foundation Apprenticeships
to add to their National Qualifications.
They also have the choice of selecting one option from both
Wider Achievement A and B if required.

Art Portfolio for Creative & Visual Learners

Please indicate your 6 choices in order of preference with 1
being the most important. Proposed level of study relates to the
level which you wish to study the subject in S5/6. This will be
indicated through discussion with your class teacher and
Guidance teacher.

Subject to be Studied

Wider Achievement A (3 periods per week)

Professional Theatre Preparation
Science and Health
Sport & Fitness – Team Sport
Technical Theatre in Practice
Travel and Tourism
Foundation Apprenticeships
Accountancy
Business Skills
Creative & Digital Media
Financial Services
Scientific Technologies
Child Care

eg History

Proposed Level
eg Higher, NPA

Preference
1

ESOL for Employability

1

Film & Media

2

Leadership/Sports Leaders

3

Volunteering Skills

4

Wider Achievement B (2 periods per week)

5

Art Digital Graphics Photoshop

6

Duke of Edinburgh

Wider A / Wider B Choices

Future Chef

WA1

Scholar

WA2

Scottish Studies: Scotland in Focus

WB1
WB2

Maths and Technology

WESTER HAILES

Administration & IT

EDUCATION CENTRE

Higher
N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Administrative Theory and
Practices

Administrative Practices

Administrative Practices

Unit 2

IT Solutions for
Administrators

IT Solutions for
Administrators

IT Solutions for Administrators

Unit 3

Communication in
Administration

Communication in
Administration

Communication in
Administration

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question Paper

Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit: Administration
and IT Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?











An understanding of administration in the workplace and of the attributes required of good administration
Knowledge and understanding of key legislation affecting organisations and employee
Knowledge and understanding the benefits to organisations of good customer care
IT skills in word processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentations, desktop publishing in familiar and some
unfamiliar contexts
The ability to use IT skills in more complex administrative tasks
Organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting events
The ability to use technology appropriately for communication and investigation in familiar and some unfamiliar
contexts
Skills in organising, processing and communicating information in largely familiar contexts
Knowledge and understanding of social issues such as business use of IT and the impacts of IT
Problem-solving, team-working and using initiative

Pupils who enjoy Administration & IT may find an interest in the following career paths
Administrative Assistant, Airport Information Assistant, Civil Service, Company Secretary, Customer Service Manager

For more information about Administration and IT please speak to
Mrs Valentine, Teacher of Business Education

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Expressive Arts

WESTER HAILES

Art & Design
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 3/4

Expressive Unit

Expressive Unit

Expressive Unit

& Portfolio (external)

& Portfolio (external)

& Portfolio (internal)

Design Unit

Design Unit

Design Unit

& Portfolio (external)

& Portfolio (external)

& Portfolio (internal)

Unit 3

N/A

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

Practical assessment

Practical assessment

N/A

Question Paper

Question Paper

Unit 1

Unit 2

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










Respond to an Expressive theme and Design brief in an effective and imaginative way
Communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas effectively and skilfully in Expressive and Design
activities
Demonstrate problem solving, critical thinking and decision-making skills in Expressive and Design activities
Understand how artists and designers use materials and techniques fir creative and visual effect
Understand and analyse the impact of artists’ and designers’’ creative choices in Expressive Art and Design works
Plan, develop, produce and present creative Expressive Art and Design work
use Expressive Art and Design materials, techniques and technology in a creative and skilful way
reflect on and evaluate your own Art and Design work
understand and analyse the influence of social and cultural factors on Expressive Art and Design practice

Pupils who enjoy Art & Design may find an interest in the following career paths
Graphic design, product design, fashion design, jewellery design, interior design, architecture, multimedia design, web design, games design, illustration, animation, commercial art, photography, hair and beauty, body art,
floristry, teaching, or a route into college/university.

For more information about Art & Design please speak to
Miss Ogston, Curriculum Leader of Expressive Arts
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

SCIENCES
Sciences

WESTER HAILES

Biology
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

DNA and the Genome

Cell Biology

Cell Biology

Unit 2

Metabolism and Survival

Multicellular Organisms

Multicellular Organisms

Unit 3

Sustainability and
Interdependence

Life on Earth

Life on Earth

Final Assessment

Assignment +Exam

Assignment + Exam

Added Value Unit: Biology
Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?














A deeper knowledge and understanding of biology
A deeper understanding of biology's role in scientific issues
An understanding of biology in society and the environment
Scientific inquiry skills to plan and carry out experiments
Scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context
The ability to use technology, equipment and materials, in scientific activities
Problem solving skills in biology context
Use and understand scientific literacy, to communicate ideas and issues
Finding associations and investigating models in real life contexts
The knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in biology
The ability to review science-based claims in media reports
Evaluating environmental and scientific issues
Risk assessment and decision making

Pupils who enjoy Biology may find an interest in the following career paths
Working with animals, Environmental Science, Healthcare & Medicine, Sports Science, Food and Drink industry and many
others

For more information about Biology please speak to
Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Sciences

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Maths & Technology

WESTER HAILES

Business Management
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Understanding Business

Understanding Business

Business in Action

Unit 2

Management of People and
Finance

Management of People and
Finance

Influences on Business

Unit 3

Management of Marketing
and Operations

Management of Marketing
and Operations

N/A

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question
Paper

Assignment + Question
Paper

Added Value Unit

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










The ways in which society relies on business and other organisations to satisfy its needs
A range of methods businesses and other organisations use to ensure customer’s needs are met
Enterprising skills and attributes by studying relatively complex business issues
Business-related financial matters
The ways businesses and other organisations can use resources to achieve maximum efficiency
The steps taken by businesses and other organisations to improve overall performance and effectiveness
The main effects that external influences, such as economic impact and sustainability, have on large
organisations
The use of ICT to support business function
Management styles business manager use to motivate staff

Pupils who enjoy Business Management may find an interest in the following career
paths
Advertising Accounts Manager, Bank Manager, Self Employed, Hotel Manager, Huma Resources Manager, Leisure
Centre Manager, Project Manager

For more information about Business Management please speak to
Mrs Valentine, Teacher of Business Education

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Sciences

WESTER HAILES

Chemistry
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Chemical Changes and
Structure

Chemical Changes and Structure

Chemical Changes and
Structure

Unit 2

Nature’s Chemistry

Nature’s Chemistry

Nature’s Chemistry

Unit 3

Chemistry in Society

Chemistry in Society

Chemistry in Society

Unit 4

Researching Chemistry

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question
Paper

Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
Chemistry Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?











Application of knowledge to new situations and a more advanced understanding of chemistry and its
impact
Scientific inquiry and investigation skills
Scientific analytical thinking skills
The ability to use technology, equipment and materials
Questioning and independent thinking
Problem-solving in a chemistry context
Using and understanding scientific literacy in everyday contexts
Planning experiments to test hypotheses or illustrate effects
Recording observations
Collecting, processing and analysing data

Pupils who enjoy Chemistry may find an interest in the following career paths
Materials science, Engineering, Healthcare & Medicine, Manufacturing industry, Food & Drink industry and many others

For more information about Chemistry please speak to
Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Sciences

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Maths & Technology

WESTER HAILES

Design & Manufacture

EDUCATION CENTRE

N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Design Package

Design Package

Unit 2

N/A

Materials and Manufacturing

Materials and Manufacturing

Unit 3

N/A

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

N/A

Question Paper + Assignment

Added Value Unit: Design and
Manufacture Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?













Skills in design and manufacturing of straightforward models, prototypes and products
Knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials
An understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our environment and
society
Knowledge and understanding of industrial designers and commercial production
The ability to devise design and manufacturing solutions to more complex practical problems
The ability to select and use a range of tools, equipment, software and materials
The ability to use modelling and manufacturing techniques in 3D
The ability to communicate design proposals
Creativity in an exciting and dynamics technological context
The ability to evaluate and apply suggestions for improvement
The ability to read drawings and diagrams
Planning analysing and evaluation skills

Pupils who enjoy Design & Manufacture may find an interest in the following career
paths
Architecture, Automotive Designs, Engineering

For more information about Design & Manufacture please speak to
Mr Stanley, Teacher of Craft, Design and Technology

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Expressive Arts

WESTER HAILES

Drama
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Drama Skills

Drama Skills

Drama Skills

Unit 2

Production Sills

Production Skills

Production Skills

Final Assessment

PFP, Performance +
Question Paper

Question Paper + PFP, Performance

Added Value Unit
Performance

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?













A range of practical skills in creating and presenting drama
Knowledge, understanding and the use of a range of drama production skills
Creativity and the ability to express himself/herself in different ways
Knowledge and understanding of social and cultural influence on drama
The ability to respond to stimuli when creating drama
Knowledge and understanding of form, structure, genre, style
The ability to generate and communicate meaning, thoughts and ideas when creating drama
Voice, movement and characterisation skills
Design Skills
Directing Skills
The ability to work collaboratively, sharing and using drama ideas
Problem-solving, reflection, analysing and evaluation skills

Pupils who enjoy Drama may find an interest in the following career paths
Marketing, Journalism, ,Performance, Costume Design, HR, Communication, Design, PR, Set Design, Teaching

For more information about Drama please speak to
Miss Ogston, Curriculum Leader of Expressive Arts, Teacher of Drama

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Languages

WESTER HAILES

English
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment

Unit 1

Higher

National 5

National 4

“Spoken Language” (combined
speaking and listening) Pass/Fail

“Spoken Language” (combined
speaking and listening) Pass/Fail

Analysis and Evaluation

Unit 2
N/A

N/A

Creation and
Production

N/A

N/A

Literacy

Course Assessment: Portfolio of
work + Question Paper

Course Assessment: Portfolio of work
+ Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
English Assignment

Unit 3

Final Assessment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?














Understanding, explaining, analysis and evaluating detailed texts (language, literature and media) both
orally and in writing
Creating, structuring and producing straightforward texts for different purposes
Developing detailed language skills in literature and media contexts
Using different media for learning and communication
Identifying sources, selecting and using information
Social and interpersonal skills
Planning, researching and decision-making
Effective questioning and reflection
Justifying ideas with evidence
Communicating ideas, feelings and information orally and in writing with technical accuracy
Understanding how language works
Developing cultural awareness
Using creative and critical thinking to synthesise ideas and arguments

Pupils who enjoy English may find an interest in the following career paths
Digital copywriter, Editorial Assistant, EAL Teacher, Journalist, Web Content Manager

For more information about English please speak to
Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages Faculty
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Languages

WESTER HAILES

ESOL
N5
N4
N3

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment

Unit 1

Unit 2

National 5

National 4

National 3

ESOL in Context

ESOL in Context

ESOL in Context

ESOL in Everyday Life

ESOL in Everyday Life

ESOL in Everyday Life

N/A

N/A

N/A

Question Papers + Talking
Assessment

Added Value Unit

N/A

Unit 3

Final Assessment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?






Developing specialised vocabulary
Greater accuracy in the 4 main literacy skills: reading, writing, listening and talking
Understand more detailed written and spoken texts in the contexts of everyday life and familiar
contexts of work and study
Interact with others showing better understanding and using more detailed spoken English in the
context of everyday life, and work and study
Applying knowledge and understanding of language in written and spoken English

Pupils who enjoy English may find an interest in the following career paths
Interpreter, EAL Teacher, Hospitality and Tourism, Retail, Customer Services

For more information about English please speak to
Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages Faculty
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Languages

WESTER
HAILES
EDUCATION CENTRE

French
Higher
N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Society

Reading

Understanding Language
(reading and listening)

Unit 2

Learning

Writing

Using Languages (talking
and writing)

Unit 3

Employability

Listening

N/A

Unit 4

Culture

Assignment Writing/Performance
Talking

N/A

Course Assessment

Unit assessments:
Reading, Direct Writing,
Listening, Speaking
Final Exam

Unit assessments:
Reading ,Talking, Speaking,
Writing
Final Exam

AVU: Investigation of a
chosen topic
Talking performance

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases, our
curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various levels.

What topics will I cover?
The content of the senior phase will cover various topics within four main real-life contexts:

Society

Learning

Employability

Culture

What skills will I develop?
Pupils in S3 who have chosen French will continue to develop their competence in the skills of listening and
talking, reading and writing. They will engage with French in real life contexts and through a range of transactional conversations and activities. Experiences and outcomes for S3 pupils may include:
Working in groups to deliver oral presentations, making video films, reading from a variety media and developing essential writing skills. Pupils are actively encouraged to communicate in French within the classroom
and to develop their confidence in speaking through a wide variety of teaching approaches.

Pupils who enjoy French may find an interest in the following career paths
Travel writer, food critic, translator, lawyer, teacher, doctor, marketing manager, video-games tester

For more information about French please speak to
Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages Faculty
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Social Studies

WESTER HAILES

Geography
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Physical Environments

Physical Environments

Physical Environments

Unit 2

Human Environments

Human Environments

Human Environments

Unit 3

Global Issues

Global Issues

Global Issues

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question
Paper

Added Value Unit:
Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
Geography Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










Detailed knowledge and understanding of our changing world and its human and physical processes
A range of geographical skills, techniques and experiences including fieldwork and practical activities
Detailed understanding of spatial relationships and of the changing world in a balanced, critical and
sympathetic way
A geographical perspective on environment and social issues
An open mind and respect for other values, beliefs and cultures
An interest in, and concern for the environment, leading to sustainable development and environmental
stewardship
Using, interpreting and explaining a range of geographical information and geographical phenomena
including maps and data
The ability to investigate, research, critically evaluate and communicate information and findings
An awareness of geographical information systems (eg using ICT)

Pupils who enjoy Geography may find an interest in the following career paths
Cartography, Environmental Work, Surveying, Transport Management, Teaching, Nature Construction

For more information about Geography please speak to
Miss Lamb, Geography Teacher, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Social Studies

WESTER HAILES

History
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Scottish History

Historical Study : Scottish

Historical Study : Scottish

Unit 2

British History

Historical Study: British

Historical Study: British

Unit 3

European and World History

Historical Study
European and World

Historical Study
European and World

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question Paper

Assignment +Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
History Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?












Exploring, analysing, describing, explaining
Developing a detailed knowledge and understanding of historical themes and event
Evaluating the impact of historical developments
Evaluating the origin purpose, content/context of historical sources
Handling a variety of primary and secondary sources e.g. print, photographs, artefacts, newspaper archives,
oral recordings
Comparing and contextualising those sources and drawing reasoned conclusions from them
Presenting information and views
Researching, organising and analysing information
Decision-making and problem-solving
Communicating for different purposes
Thinking independently

Pupils who enjoy History may find an interest in the following career paths
Journalism, Tourism, Cultural Heritage, Law, Restoration Work, Civil Service

For more information about History please speak to
Mrs Oliver, History Teacher, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Health & Wellbeing

Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft

EDUCATION CENTRE

N5

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Cake Baking

N/A

Unit 2

N/A

Cake Finishing

N/A

Unit 3

N/A

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

N/A

Assignment, Question Paper +
Practical Assessment

N/A

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?







A range of practical food preparation skills and techniques using appropriate tools and equipment
Knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of food
The ability to prepare food safely and hygienically
Organisational skills in planning, preparing and evaluating food products and processes
The ability to produce food products which meet individual needs
The ability to use personal creativity to design, make and evaluate cake products

Pupils who enjoy Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft may find an interest in the following career paths
Chef, Baker, Food Developer, Food Stylist, Home Economics Teacher

For more information about Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Health & Wellbeing

Hospitality: Practical Cookery

EDUCATION CENTRE

N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Cookery Skills, Techniques and
Processes

Cookery Skills, Techniques and
Processes

Unit 2

N/A

Organisational Skills for Cooking

Organisational Skills for Cooking

Unit 3

N/A

Understanding and Using
Ingredients

Understanding and Using
Ingredients

Final Assessment

N/A

Assignment, Question Paper +
Practical Assessment

Practical Assessment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?












Knowledge and understanding of the relationships between health, food and nutrition
The ability to produce food products which meet individual needs in range of contexts
A range of practical food preparation skills and techniques using appropriate tools and equipment
Knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of food
Knowledge and understanding of consumer food issues, choices and rights
The ability to prepare food safely and hygienically
Organisational skills in planning, preparing and evaluating food products and processes
Problem-solving for straightforward health, food, nutrition and consumer needs
Understanding on how the production of food can impact on the environment
The ability to cost recipes to ensure profits
The ability to produce food products which meet individual needs in straightforward contexts

Pupils who enjoy Hospitality: Practical Cookery may find an interest in the following
career paths
Chef, Baker, Butcher, Food Developer, Home Economics Teacher

For more information about Hospitality: Practical Cookery please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Health & Wellbeing

Hospitality: Skills for Work

EDUCATION CENTRE

N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Developing Skills for Working in
Hospitality

Working in the Hospitality Industry

Unit 2

N/A

Developing Skills for Working in
the Professional Kitchen

Working in the Professional Kitchen

Unit 3

N/A

Front of House Operations

Working Front of House

Unit 4

N/A

Hospitality Events

Introduction to Events

Final Assessment

N/A

Ongoing internal assessment

Ongoing internal assessment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?







Provide learners with an introduction to the different sectors of the hospitality industry
Provide opportunities to prepare for an experience a job interview
Allow learners to experience vocationally related learning
Encourage learners to take responsibility for their own learning and development
Provide opportunities to develop a range of core skills
Facilitate progression to further education and/or training

Pupils who enjoy Hospitality: Practical Cookery may find an interest in the following
career paths
Event Planning/Coordinating, Chef, Front of House, Hotel Management

For more information about Hospitality: Practical Cookery please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Maths & Technologies

WESTER HAILES

Mathematics

EDUCATION CENTRE

Higher
N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Expressions and Functions

Expressions and Formulae

Expressions and Formulae

Unit 2

Relationships and Calculus

Relationships

Relationships

Unit 3

Applications

Applications

Numeracy

Final Assessment

Non-calculator Exam

Non-calculator Exam

Calculator Exam

Calculator Exam

Added Value Unit:
In-class Mathematics Test

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?












Understanding and applying mathematical skills in number, algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics
Simplifying and solving problems
Selecting and applying mathematical techniques to real-life contexts
Making connections and informed predictions
Using mathematical language and exploring mathematical ideas
Resilience and confidence in problem-solving
Analytical and evaluative skills
Interpreting, communicating and managing information in mathematical form
Logical reasoning skills
Assessing risk and making informed decisions
Creativity and the ability to think in abstract ways

Pupils who enjoy Mathematics may find an interest in the following career paths
Accountancy, Banking, Computing, Engineering, Maths Teachers, Insurance (Actuary), Statistician, Sales, HR, Admin

For more information about Mathematics please speak to
Ms Corrigan, Curriculum Leader, Mathematics

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Languages

WESTER HAILES

Media
N5
N4
N3

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment

Unit 1

National 5

National 4

National 3

Creation and production—
evidence submitted to SQA

Creating media content—
internally assessed pass/fail

Creating media content—
internally assessed pass/fail

N/A

Analysing media content—
internally assessed pass/fail

Analysing media content—
internally assessed pass/fail

N/A

N/A

N/A

Exam—analysis of media
content

Added Value Unit

N/A

Unit 2

Unit 3

Final Assessment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

Media is everywhere; it is the films we watch, the newspapers we read, the adverts we are bombarded with.
Media Studies is the study of communication in the form of film, TV, advertisements and print media. During
the course, learners will become media literate and will develop production skills.
What skills will I develop?
Identifying audience and purpose
The ability to critically analyse the role of media in society
Communication and interpersonal skills
The ability to analyse media content
Justifying ideas with evidence
Using creative skills to design own media content
Communicating ideas and opinions towards different media content
Developing cultural awareness
Developing awareness of bias
Applying knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of media literacy to the analysis of a print text

Pupils who enjoy English may find an interest in the following career paths
Journalist, digital production, screen writer, TV/ film makeup artist/ radio broadcaster, producer

For more information about English please speak to
Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages Faculty
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

SOCIAL STUDIES

WESTER HAILES

Modern Studies
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Democracy in Scotland and The
United Kingdom

Democracy in Scotland and
The United Kingdom

Democracy in Scotland and The
United Kingdom

Unit 2

Social Issues in The United
Kingdom

Social Issues in The United
Kingdom

Social Issues in The United
Kingdom

Unit 3

International Issues

International Issues

International Issues

Final Assessment

Added Value Unit:
Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit:
Modern Studies Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










Detailed knowledge and understanding of the main democratic processes, institutions and organisations
in Scotland and/or the UK
Detailed knowledge and understanding of social and economic issues at local, Scottish, national and
international levels and ways of addressing needs and inequalities
Awareness of different views about the extent of state involvement in society
The ability to detect and explain bias and exaggeration
An awareness of the nature and processes of conflict resolution
Straightforward understanding of human and legal rights and responsibilities and their application in
different societies
A range of research and information handling skills
The ability to draw valid conclusions from evidence
Critical thinking skills such as explaining, analysing, evaluating

Pupils who enjoy Modern Studies may find an interest in the following career paths
Law, Journalism, Social Work, Police, Administration, Management, Civil Service

For more information about Modern Studies please speak to
Mr Sinclair, Curriculum Leader, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Expressive Arts

WESTER HAILES

Music
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Unit 1

Higher

National 5

National 4

Performance Skills

Performance Skills

Performance Skills

(Exam)
Unit 2

Composing Skills
Assignment (sent away)

Composing Skills

Composing Skills

Unit 3

Understanding Music
Listening Exam

Understanding Music

Understanding Music

Final Assessment

Performance + Question
Paper

New Course Assessment:
Composition + Performance + Question
Paper

Assessment:
Performance

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?









Sufficiently accurate performing skills in solo at N5 on two selected instruments or on one instrument and
voice
The ability to create original music using compositional methods and music concepts when composing
Deeper knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural factors influencing music
Deeper knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music
Identifying level-specific annotated music signs, symbols, concepts and styles
Understanding the creative process and expressing him or herself through music
Personal creativity and applying music concepts to personal practice
Critical and analytical listening skills and evaluation for improvement

Pupils who enjoy Music may find an interest in the following career paths
Sound Engineer, Digital Developer, Manager/Agent, Teacher/Tutor, Musician/Performer, DJ, Sales & Marketing, Events
Organiser, Merchandiser, Press & Promotions, Music Journalist, Technician

For more information about Music please speak to
Miss Leitch, Teacher of Music, Expressive Arts Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Health & Wellbeing

WESTER HAILES

Physical Education
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Performance Skills

Performance Skills

Performance Skills

Unit 2

Factors Impacting on
Performance

Factors Impacting on Performance

Factors Impacting on
Performance

Unit 3

N/A

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

Performance + Question Paper

Course Assessment: Performance +
Portfolio

Added Value Unit:
Performance

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?















Effective and safe performance in a comprehensive range of physical activities
Understanding impacts on performance (wellbeing factors)
Positive attitudes, fitness, self-reliance and self-management
Recording, monitoring and evaluating to enhance performance
Researching to develop knowledge, understanding and skills
Decision-making and problem-solving
Selecting, applying and adapting skills
Planning, preparing and organisational skills
Carrying out roles and responsibilities
Demonstrating appropriate etiquette and following rules and guidelines
Communication and interpersonal skills to build positive relationships
Demonstrating initiative and Strategic skills
Confidence and creativity
Analysis and evaluation

Pupils who enjoy Physical Education may find an interest in the following career
paths
Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training Military, Manager, Emergency Services

For more information about Physical Education please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Sciences

WESTER HAILES

Physics
Higher
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Electricity

Electricity and Energy

Electricity and Energy

Unit 2

Particles and Waves

Waves and Radiation

Waves and Radiation

Unit 3

Our Dynamic Universe

Dynamics and Space

Dynamics and Space

Unit 4

Researching Physics

N/A

N/A

Final Assessment

Assignment + Question
Paper

Assignment + Question Paper

Added Value Unit: Physics
Assignment

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?












In-depth knowledge and understanding of physics
Applying this knowledge and understanding to new situations
An understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications of physics in society
and the environment
Scientific inquiry, investigative, analytical and evaluative thinking skills in physics and real life contexts
The ability to use technology, equipment and materials
Problem-solving skills and creativity in a physics context
Extended scientific literacy in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and issues
An insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in the universe
A deeper understanding of the processes behind scientific advances
information-handling skills
Drawing valid conclusions and formulating hypotheses

Pupils who enjoy Physics may find an interest in the following career paths
Construction, Engineering, Healthcare & Medicine, Manufacturing industry, IT industry and many others

For more information about Physics please speak to
Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Sciences

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Maths & Technology

WESTER HAILES

Practical Woodwork
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

N/A

Flat-Frame Construction

Unit 2

N/A

N/A

Carcase Construction

Unit 3

N/A

N/A

Machine and Finishing

Final Assessment

N/A

Course Assessment: Practical Activity Making a finished product from Wood
& Question Paper

Added Value Unit: Practical Activity Making a finished product from
Wood

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










Using a range of woodworking tools, equipment and materials safely and correctly
Reading and interpreting drawings and diagrams
Measuring and marking out timber sections and sheet materials
Cutting and shaping tasks with some complex features
Practical creativity in the context of woodworking tasks with some complex features
Following given stages to take a practical problem-solving approach to woodworking tasks
Awareness of safe working practices in a workshop environment
Knowledge and understanding of the properties and uses of a range of woodworking materials
Knowledge and understanding of sustainability issues in a practical woodworking context

Pupils who enjoy Practical Woodworking may find an interest in the following
career paths
Carpentry, Construction, Engineering

For more information about Practical Woodworking please speak to
Mr Stanley, Teacher of Craft, Design and Technology

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Maths & Technology

WESTER HAILES

Retailing
N5

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Working in Retail

N/A

Unit 2

N/A

Satisfying Customer Needs

N/A

Unit 3

N/A

Maintaining Storing and
Replenishing Stock

N/A

Final Assessment

N/A

Planning and Implementing a
Retail Event

N/A

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?










The ways in which society relies on business and other organisations to satisfy its needs
A range of methods businesses and other organisations use to ensure customer’s needs are met
Enterprising skills and attributes by studying relatively complex business issues
Business-related financial matters
The ways businesses and other organisations can use resources to achieve maximum efficiency
The steps taken by businesses and other organisations to improve overall performance and effectiveness
The main effects that external influences, such as economic impact and sustainability, have on large
organisations
The use of ICT to support business function
Management styles business manager use to motivate staff

Pupils who enjoy Business Management may find an interest in the following career
paths
Advertising Accounts Manager, Bank Manager, Self Employed, Hotel Manager, Huma Resources Manager, Leisure
Centre Manager, Project Manager

For more information about Business Management please speak to
Mrs Valentine, Teacher of Business Education

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Languages

WESTER
HAILES
EDUCATION CENTRE

Spanish
Higher
N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Society

Reading

Understanding Language
(reading and listening)

Unit 2

Learning

Writing

Using Languages (talking
and writing)

Unit 3

Employability

Listening

N/A

Unit 4

Culture

Assignment Writing/Performance
Talking

N/A

Course Assessment

Unit assessments:
Reading, Direct Writing,
Listening, Speaking
Final Exam

Unit assessments:
Reading ,Talking, Speaking,
Writing
Final Exam

Investigation of a
chosen topic
Talking performance

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases, our
curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various levels.

What topics will I cover?
The content of the senior phase will cover various topics within four main real-life contexts:

Society

Learning

Employability

Culture

What skills will I develop?
Pupils in S3 who have chosen Spanish will continue to develop their competence in the skills of listening and
talking, reading and writing. They will engage with Spanish in real life contexts and through a range of transactional conversations and activities. Experiences and outcomes for S3 pupils may include:
Working in groups to deliver oral presentations, making video films, reading from a variety media and developing essential writing skills. Pupils are actively encouraged to communicate in Spanish within the classroom
and to develop their confidence in speaking through a wide variety of teaching approaches.

Pupils who enjoy Spanish may find an interest in the following career paths
Travel writer, food critic, translator, lawyer, teacher, doctor, marketing manager, video-games tester

For more information about Spanish please speak to
Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages Faculty
Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Health and Wellbeing

WESTER HAILES

Sport and Recreation

EDUCATION CENTRE

N5
N4

Course Content and Assessment
Higher

National 5

National 4

Unit 1

N/A

Assist with a Component of Activity Sessions

Assist with a Component of Activity
Sessions

Unit 2

N/A

Assist with Fitness

Assist with Fitness

Programming

Programming

Unit 3

N/A

Employment Opportunities in the
Sport and Recreation Industry

Employment Opportunities in the
Sport and Recreation Industry

Unit 4

N/A

Assist with Daily Centre Duties

Assist with Daily Centre Duties

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?









Assisting with planning, setting up and delivering activity sessions
Assisting with setting up, dismantling and checking equipment and resources
Assisting with accident and emergency procedures
Dealing effectively and courteously with clients, staff and others
Helping to plan and review a personal training programme
Establishing good practice in identifying and reviewing personal goals
Sourcing information about career pathways
identifying and reviewing skills and experiences

Pupils who enjoy Sport and Recreation may find an interest in the following career paths
Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training Military, Manager, Emergency Services

For more information about Administration and IT please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Social Studies

WESTER HAILES

Travel and Tourism
N5
N4

EDUCATION CENTRE

Course Content and Assessment
National 5

National 4

Unit 1

Scotland

Scotland

Unit 2

UK and Worldwide

UK and Worldwide

Unit 3

Customer Service

Customer Service

Unit 4

Employability

Employability

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels.

What skills will I develop?











It develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes, needed for work in the travel and tourism industry.
skills to become effective job-seekers and employees
skills to deal effectively with all aspects of customer care and customer service in travel and tourism
the product knowledge and skills to deal effectively with customer enquiries in relation to travel and
tourism in Scotland, the rest of the United Kingdom and worldwide
prepare learners for work in the travel and tourism industry
develop customer care skills
understanding the importance of personal presentation
develop skills to become effective job-seekers and employees in the travel and tourism industry
develop a positive and responsible attitude to work and an understanding of the workplace
develop communication skills

Pupils who enjoy Travel and Tourism may find an interest in the following career
paths
Cabin crew, Pilot, Leisure Assistant, Tour guide, Hotel Management, Travel agent, Teacher, Business

For more information about Travel and Tourism please speak to
Miss Lamb, Geography Teacher, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Wider A

WESTER HAILES

Art Portfolio for creative
and visual learners

EDUCATION CENTRE

Suggested entry requirements/interests
All students taking any national level art course; N3/ N4/ N5/ Higher.
All students who are interested in taking their creative studies further and who may be considering;
Art College/ university.

Curriculum Information
This course gives you the opportunity to develop a portfolio of artwork which will support College and
UCAS applications for art and design-based courses. You will explore a variety of art and design disciplines, media and techniques. The emphasis will be on drawing and you will have the opportunity to
work from life. You will look at the use of the sketchbook as a tool to help investigate the creative process both in research and development of ideas and interests. This is a very important element of any
successful portfolio. You will also create resolved work which will link to the sketchbook work whilst being able to stand on its own. As an important part of the process you will investigate a variety of ways
that artists have explored and expressed the visual world.
This course offers units that will ensure you are well prepared to progress onto study at a higher level.

Content/Units


Art and Design knowledge and skills



How to produce a suitable art portfolio for applications

Pupils who enjoy Art Portfolio for Creative and Visual Learners may find an interest
in the following career paths
Commercial Art, Interior Design, Textile Design, Fashion Design, Graphic Design, Medical Artist, Art College
Your creative portfolio of artwork will support college and UCAS applications for art and design courses

For more information about Art Portfolio for Creative and Visual Learners please
speak to
Miss Ogston, Curriculum Leader of Expressive Arts

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider A

ESOL for Employability

EDUCATION CENTRE

Suggested entry requirements/interests
All EAL pupils who are interested in improving their skills for employability.

Curriculum Information
What skills will I develop?


will improve knowledge of the English language and employability skills .



to develop the skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing .



to develop the Core Skills of Communication, Working with Others and Problem Solving to enhance employment prospects



Gain the knowledge and skills of how to search for vacancies and apply for suitable work



Gain an understanding of expectations of behaviour and performance in the workplace in Scotland.

National Progression Award
Seven mandatory units including:
ESOL: Speaking for Employability
ESOL: Listening for Employability
ESOL: Writing for Employability
ESOL: Reading for Employability
ESOL: Living in Scotland
Preparing to Work
Working with Others

Unit 1

Five optional units from:
Guidance: Investigating Career Opportunities
Numeracy
Money Management
Information and Communication Technology
Problem Solving or
Local Investigations

Unit 2

Pupils who enjoy ESOL for Employability may find an interest in the following career
paths
Employment in care, business , retail, security, health and social care, hospitality, manufacturing and many other
sectors.

For more information about ESOL for Employability please speak to
Alasdair Reid, Curriculum Leader of Languages Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider A

Film and Media

EDUCATION CENTRE

Suggested entry requirements/interests
All pupils who are interested in studying Film and Media.

Curriculum Information
What skills will I develop?
This course develops knowledge and understanding of film and media together with practical, technical and transferable skills such as resource management, problem solving, planning and communication skills.
The qualification has two mandatory units:




Film and the Film Industry: An Introduction, and
Creative Project

Together with optional units that range across feature writing, storytelling and the creative process, to directing,
video editing and media photography.

Unit 1

Film and the Film Industry: An Introduction

Unit 2

Creative Project

Final Assessment

Assessment of this award will be a combination of practical and knowledge
assessments under open-book assessment conditions

Pupils who enjoy Film and Media may find an interest in the following career paths
Multimedia specialist, broadcasting/film/video runner, TV/film producer

For more information about Film and Media please speak to
Alasdair Reid, Curriculum Leader of Languages Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider A

Leadership/Sports Leaders

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/interests
Enjoy sport. Enjoy working with and leading others.

Curriculum Information
Developing leadership skills
Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions
Assist in planning and leading a sports/physical activity event
Lead sport/physical activity sessions linked with the centre
Lead sport/activity sessions in the community

Content/Units
Pupils who are interested in this course will be able to develop their leadership skills including organisation, planning,
communication and teamwork through the medium of sport. The course will cover how to plan and deliver activity
sessions that are safe and enjoyable. The course will also offer UCAS points dependent on the level of application and
entry of the pupil.
Students who are considering taking this course should have an interest in sport and be willing to develop their planning,
organisational and communication skills to be an effective leader.

Pupils who enjoy Leadership/Sports Leaders may find an interest in the following
career paths
Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training Military, Manager, Emergency Services

For more information about Leadership/Sports Leaders please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider A

Volunteering Skills

EDUCATION CENTRE

Suggested entry requirements/interests
All pupils who are interested in taking part in a volunteering programme to help others in the community.

Curriculum Information
What skills will I develop?


Learn about the context of volunteering;



Learn how to plan a volunteering placement.



Learn investigative skills in order to form a report.



Develop people management skills.



Develop skills in communication and working with others.

Units
Unit 1

Preparing to Volunteer

Unit 2

Volunteering Experience

Unit 3

Volunteering: Investigative Project

Pupils who enjoy Volunteering Skills may find an interest in the following career
paths:
Employment in the voluntary sector or volunteer management.

For more information about Volunteering Skills please speak to
Alasdair Reid, Curriculum Leader of Languages Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider B

Art Digital Graphics
Photoshop

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/interests

Any student interested in digital image editing and graphics creation. It involves working with and producing images and text.
Any student accepted for any SQA Art Course (recommended) for N5 and Higher Students.

Curriculum Information
Art Digital graphics is about taking elements such as type, photos, illustrations, and colour and combining
them to create effective messages. The digital technology will be part of the process of the artwork, becoming the essential piece for the transformation and creation of the final piece.

Content/Units






Use of Adobe Photoshop
Computer graphics
Edition of image, photography
Composition
Illustration

You will acquire a range of skills:






Creativity
Typography
Communication
Technology
Time Management

Pupils who enjoy Art Digital Graphics Photoshop may find an interest in the following
career paths
Illustrator, Interior Design, Exhibition Design, Industrial Design, Graphic Design, Publisher, Film Editor, computer
game designer.

For more information about Art Digital Graphics Photoshop please speak to
Miss Ogston, Curriculum Leader of Expressive Arts

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Wider B

Duke of Edinburgh Award

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/interests
Being outdoors, developing new skills, willing to challenge yourself and working
with other people.

Curriculum Information
Choosing appropriate activities
How to use eDofe
Practical navigation
Risk assessment and management
First aid
Camp craft (including pitching tents)
Navigation and route planning
Health and safety in the outdoors

Content/Units
Over the course of the year pupils will be working towards the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Pupils will be advised
in their choice of activity for the Volunteering, Physical and Skill sections of the Award. These are completed outwith the
classroom, in the Pupil’s own time and require a regular weekly commitment over a number of months. Further
information can be found at www.dofe.org. Within school, however, students will learn how to upload evidence to DofE
– the online record keeping system. The majority of time will be spent in training for the Expedition section of the
Award. If pupils successfully complete the training and a practice expedition which will last for two days and one night,
they will then undertake a qualifying expedition which will be assessed by an outside supervisor from DofE Scotland.

Pupils who enjoy Duke of Edinburgh Award may find an interest in the following
career paths
Chef, Teaching, Military, Emergency services, Business, Banking, Sports coaching, Joinery, Electrician

For more information about Duke of Edinburgh Awards please speak to
Miss Lamb, Teacher of Geography, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Wider B

WESTER HAILES

Future Chef

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/interests
Learners must have an interest in cooking.

Curriculum Information
This course aims to equip young people with basic skills and knowledge to be able to cook for themselves in a healthy
and cost-effective way, as well as gain the confidence to share these skills with family and friends.
The course has been developed to give learners the opportunity to develop:
The knowledge, understanding and confidence to cook meals at home.
An understanding of how to economise when planning a meal.
An ability to transfer skills learned to different recipes.
An understanding of, and ability to apply knowledge of different cookery skills, techniques and processes.
This course is hugely engaging for learners of all cooking abilities. For some, it may be the start of a career in cooking;
it will help them to learn the basic skills and recipes that will stand them in good stead throughout their lives.

Content/Units


kitchen basics: what equipment is need and the best way to stock a store cupboard, fridge and freezer.



food safety and hygiene.



how to shop cleverly: shopping lists, seasonal food, planning ahead and costing.



preparing ingredients and how to understand food labels.



developing baking skills.

Pupils who enjoy Future Chef may find an interest in the following career paths
Chef, Home Economics Teacher, Food Developer, Nutritionist, Baker, Restaurant/Café Owner

For more information about Future Chef please speak to
Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing
Mrs Baird, Home Economics Teacher

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Wider B

WESTER HAILES

SCHOLAR
Sciences

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/
Students wishing to study Higher or Advanced Higher Sciences are strongly recommended to
select the SCHOLAR programme to support their Scientific studies.

Course Information
The course is an E-learning programme produced by Heriot Watt University in conjunction with subject
specialists from schools, colleges and the university. Each Higher or Advanced Higher (Biology, Chemistry
and Physics) course provides a variety of active learning experiences with interactive animations, interactive
experiments, practice calculations and assessments.
Pupils can monitor their own progression through assessments with instant feedback, take part in question
and answer sessions with an online tutor and download materials and to support learning and study.

Course Content/Units
SCHOLAR allows students to effectively manage their own time whilst working at a challenging and supportive pace.
It further develops the depth of learning across topics. Students will become technologically fluent which is an essential
core skill for pupils entering Higher Education or employment.

Pupils who enjoy SCHOLAR Sciences may find an interest in the following career
paths:
Working with animals, Healthcare & Medicine, Food & Drink Industry and many others

For more information about SCHOLAR Sciences please speak to
Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Science Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Wider B

WESTER HAILES

Scottish Studies Award
Scotland in Focus

EDUCATION CENTRE
Suggested entry requirements/interests

Level 4/5

Any student who has an interest in learning more about Scotland

Curriculum Information
The aim of this course is to allow learners to broaden their existing knowledge of Scotland in terms of
its people, its society, culture, natural and built environment and/or heritage.
They will do this by planning and completing a project with a Scottish focus and reflecting on what they
have learned.

Scottish Studies Award
This unit could also enable you to qualify for the SQA Scottish Studies Award

Content/Units
Learners who achieve this unit will develop skills that are important for successful independent learning.
The focus for an activity could be on, for example:








Discoveries, inventions or innovations of Scottish origin
A specific Scottish community/communities
An historical event development
An issue of historic and/or contemporary importance
A Scot of influence at home or abroad
Places of interest and/or importance in Scotland, or to the Scots
An aspect of the natural or built environment

Pupils who enjoy Social Studies may find an interest in the following career paths
Tourism, Cultural Heritage, Civil Service, Environmental Work

For more information about Social Studies please speak to
Mr Sinclair, Curriculum Leader of Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Expressive Arts

WESTER HAILES

Professional
Theatre Preparation

EDUCATION CENTRE

NPA
Level 6

Course Content and Assessment
Level 6
Unit1

Preparation for Audition

Unit 2

Drama: Acting Skills

Unit 3

N/A

Assessment

On-going

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels

What skills will I develop?





Communication and Interpersonal skills
Skills in voice, movement and acting
Analytical Skills
A professional attitude

Pupils who enjoy Professional Theatre Preparation may find an interest in the following
career paths:
Acting

For more information about Professional Theatre Preparation please speak to
Miss Ogsten, Expressive Arts Curriculum Leader

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Sciences

WESTER HAILES

Science & Health
NPA
Level 4

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Level 4

Nature’s Chemistry
Radiations
Sound & Music
Health & Technology
Science Investigation Skills
Life Science Industry

Units

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels

What skills will I develop?







Understanding of Biology, Chemistry & Physics
Understanding of Science in relation to human health
Lab Skills
Understanding of Health and Safety
Awareness of Health and Wellbeing
Working with others

Pupils who enjoy Science and Health may find an interest in the following career paths:
Working within the health sector

For more information about Science and Health please speak to
Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader of Science

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Health & Wellbeing

Sport & Fitness: Team Sport
NPA
Level 5

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment

National Progression Award
Unit 1

Sport and Fitness: Coaching Development

The following are completed in one sport of choice:
Sport Officiating and Organising
Sporting Activity Participation and Performance

Unit 2

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels

What skills will I develop?





Familiarising and implementing the latest trends in order to improve sporting performance
Prepare learners for a career in Sport and Fitness
Focus on developing a range of functional skills in Sport and Fitness which reflect ongoing changes in the
industry
Develop skills in planning, implementing and evaluating

Pupils who enjoy Sport & Fitness: Team Sport may find an interest in the following career paths:
Sport & Leisure

For more information about Sport & Fitness: Team Sport please speak to
Mr Clark & Ms Brown, Physical Education Teachers, Health & Wellbeing Faculty

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Expressive Arts

WESTER HAILES

Technical Theatre
In Practice

EDUCATION CENTRE

NPA
Level 6

Course Content and Assessment
Level 6
Unit1

Technical Theatre in Context

Unit 2

Theatrical Design

Unit 3

Optional Unit

Assessment

On-going

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels

What skills will I develop?





Care team skills
Technical theatre studies
Critical problem solving skills
Knowledge if the technical theatre industry

Pupils who enjoy Technical Theatre in Practice may find an interest in the following career paths:
Technical Theatre

For more information about Technical Theatre in Practice please speak to
Miss Ogsten, Expressive Arts Curriculum Leader

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

Social Subjects

WESTER HAILES

Travel & Tourism
NPA
Level 4 & 6

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Level 4

Level 6

Activity Tourism: An Introduction

Activity Tourism& Special Interest
Pursuits: An Introduction

Unit 2

Activity Tourism: Basic Customer
Service Skills

Activity Tourism: Developing Skills for
Organising Activities

Unit 3

Activity Tourism: Employability Skills

Sustainable Practices in Travel and
Tourism

Unit 1

During a pupils learner journey they may find that a full course fits in with their abilities and aspirations. In other cases,
our curriculum is equipped to deliver part courses to ensure pupils achieve accreditation through units at the various
levels

What skills will I develop?







Communication (verbal and written)
Organisation
Working with Others
Research and IT Skills
Time Management
Employability

Pupils who enjoy Travel and Tourism may find an interest in the following career
paths:
Travel agent, tour guide, cabin crew, air traffic control, holiday rep, hotel management

For more information about Travel and Tourism please speak to
Miss Lamb, Geography Teacher, Social Studies

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Foundation Apprenticeship

Accountancy

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Preparing Management Accounting Information
Year 1

Analysing Accounting Information

NPA

Preparing Financial Accounting Information
Recording Data in the Ledger
Advanced Bookkeeping

Year 2
Final Accounts Preparation
SVQ
Indirect Tax
Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and English.

What skills will I develop?
Accountants help individuals and organisations to keep track of their money find new ways to grow their business
and increase profitability. The Foundation Apprenticeship in Accountancy is a great way to get hands-on experience in this fast-paced and dynamic industry.
You will have the unique chance to develop skills and knowledge across a range of accountancy topics at college
alongside a valuable work placement with an employer. It’s an opportunity to gain an industry recognised qualification and try out a career while you are still at school.

Pupils who enjoy Accountancy may find an interest in the following career paths:
Typical jobs include Accountant, Accounting Technician or Finance Assistant

For more information about FA Accountancy please speak to
Miss Dancer, Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Foundation Apprenticeship

Business Skills

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Understanding Business
Management of People and Finance
Year 1

PC Passport: Working with IT Software—Word Processing and Presenting
Information

NPA

PC Passport: Working with IT Software—Spreadsheet and Database
Contemporary Business Issues
How to manage own performance in a business environment
Year 2

Communicating in a business environment

SVQ

Supporting other people to work in a business environment
Designing and producing documents in a business environment

Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and English.

What skills will I develop?
Business Skills are at the heart of all organisations. The Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills is properly
‘grounded’ in the highly respected profession of Business Administration, whilst giving young people the opportunity to appreciate and understand other management and business priorities.
Business administrators have a highly transferable set of knowledge, skills and behaviours that can be applied in all
sectors. This may involve working independently or as part of a team and will involve developing, implementing,
maintaining and improving administrative services.

Pupils who enjoy Business Skills may find an interest in the following career paths:
Administrative/assistant, Company Secretary, HR Officer or Local Government Officer

For more information about FA Business Skills please speak to
Miss Dancer, Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES
EDUCATION CENTRE

Foundation Apprenticeship

Creative & Digital Media

Course Content and Assessment
An Introduction to Creative Industries in Scotland
Year 1

Understanding a Creative Client Brief

NPA

Understanding the Creative Media Process
Storytelling for the Creative Industries
Work Effectively With Others in the Creative Industries

Year 2
Ensure Your Own Actions Reduce Risks to Health and Safety
Units of
Communicating Digital Marketing/Sales Channels
Diploma
A Media Project for the Industry
Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and English. Pupils should be
working towards achieving one or two Highers over S5 and S6.

What skills will I develop?
Do you love being creative? Have you thought about working in film, TV, radio, publishing, photography or online
media? The creative industries in Scotland combine technical skills, design and storytelling.
A Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative Digital Media helps you discover what a career in Film, Media and TV
would be like and if it is right for you—while you are still at school. You will try different TV productions, Broadcasting and Video making roles, shadow experienced Camera Operators or take part in a video project. You will
build the practical skills and experience you need to do the job well.

Pupils who enjoy Creative & Digital Media may find an interest in the following career paths:
Web Editor, Digital Marketing Manager or Video Producer.

For more information about FA Creative & Digital Media please speak to
Miss Dancer, Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES
EDUCATION CENTRE

Foundation Apprenticeship

Early Education & Childcare

Course Content and Assessment

Year 1
Level 6 NPA Early Education and Childcare
NPA

Year 2
Work based Learning & Vocational Training
SVQ
Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and English.

What skills will I develop?
Working in Early Education & Childcare is a diverse, rewarding and fun career path with the opportunity to
change lives. You will develop your skills in creativity, problem solving, and teamwork.
You will have the unique chance to develop skills and knowledge across a range of Early Education & Childcare
topics at college alongside a valuable work placement with an employer. It’s an opportunity to gain an industry
recognised qualification and try out a career while you are still at school.

Pupils who enjoy Early Education & Childcare may find an interest in the following
career paths:
Typical jobs include Early Education Officer, Early Years Teacher, Child Psychologist, Early Years Centre Manager

For more information about Early Education & Childcare please speak to:
Miss Dancer , Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Foundation Apprenticeship

Financial Services

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Financial Services: An Introduction

Financial Services: The Regulatory Framework
Year 1
Financial Services: Communication
NPA
Financial Services: Promoting Positive Customer Relationships
Financial Services: Personal Finance Awareness
Develop yourself to improve and maintain workplace competence in a
financial services environment
Year 2
Develop productive working relationships in a financial services environment

SVQ

Ensure you comply with regulations in the financial services environment
Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and English.

What skills will I develop?
Financial Services is big business. From banking and insurance to accountancy and credit unions. It is about managing the money that keeps everything else ticking along.
The Foundation Apprenticeship in Financial Services helps you discover what a career in finance would be like. You
will try different job roles, shadow experienced staff, or do a special project. You will gain an understanding of the
financial services industry including developing communication skills vital for working in the sector.

Pupils who enjoy Financial Services may find an interest in the following career paths:
Financial Advisor or Insurance Broker

For more information about FA Financial Services please speak to
Miss Dancer, Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

WESTER HAILES

Foundation Apprenticeship

Scientific Technologies

EDUCATION CENTRE
Course Content and Assessment
Laboratory Safety
Year 1

Mathematics for Science

NPA

Fundamental Chemistry: An Introduction
Experimental Procedures: Science

Follow Health and Safety Procedures for Scientific or Technical Activities
Year 2
Carry Out Simple Scientific or Technical Tests Using Manual Equipment
SVQ
Prepare Compounds and Solutions for Scientific or Technical Use
Final Assessment

Assessment will happen continuously throughout the course. There is no
final examination

This course is open to pupils entering 5th year who have the ability to study at SCQF Level 6 (Higher equivalent). In order
to meet entry criteria, pupils should have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and Chemistry with the ability to study Higher Maths and Chemistry in S5 or S6.

What skills will I develop?
The Life Sciences and the Related Science Industries are high-tech, innovative and highly diverse. Scotland has international recognition in this sector including: Drug discovery and development, Contract Research, Medical Technologies, Stem Cell Research, Specialised Bio-manufacturing and Bioinformatics.
The Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies helps you gain an understanding of what it is like to work
in science based industries. You will have the unique chance to develop skills and knowledge across a range of topics at college alongside a valuable work placement with an employer.
Young people need to build real workplace skills that include skills that are specialist to the chosen career alongside workplace attributes that are more generic. It’s only by being in a real work environment that this can be successfully achieved.

Pupils who enjoy Scientific Technologies may find an interest in the following career paths:
Laboratory Assistant, Technician trainee, Trainee Scientist or Technologist

For more information about FA Scientific Technologies please speak to
Miss Dancer, Depute Head

Respect

Learning

Aspiration

Community

