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As we embark on another school 
session, I enter it with a sense of 
optimism and excitement that this 
will be our best yet. 
I have been very impressed with the 
commitment to uniform and 
attendance our pupils have shown 
and it gives me a real sense of pride 
to see all our pupils looking and 
acting the ‘part’! Our school is fully 
staffed with some new faces (which 
you can read about in this 
newsletter) and pupils are settled 
into their curricula, enjoying the vast 
range of excellent teaching and 
learning experiences we offer. Over 
the summer, I commissioned a 
number of improvement works to 
the front of school, dining rooms and 
school office in order to bring more 
‘life’ and colour into our school and 
this has been commented on 
positively. Our School Improvement 
Plan is in place with a clear focus on 
raising attainment for all our pupils 
– through our new attainment 
mentors and reporting framework - 
and a commitment to Inclusion and 
Wellbeing through our Rights 
Respecting Schools award and our 
new Activities programme. 
Finally, as WHEC commemorates its 
40th year, I reflect on all those 
connected with the school and the 
role WHEC has played in our 
community (and in Edinburgh) to 
shape and influence so many lives for 
the better. I hope you enjoy reading 
many of the positive stories within 
this newsletter and get a ‘feel’ for the 
way we are continuing to shape our 
young peoples’ lives for the better. 

Best wishes 
David Young - Head Teacher 
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Well done to the pupils above who achieved 5 or more National 5 passes in the 2018 SQA exams.

Exam Success
Congratulations to all of our S4 pupils who achieved record results in the recent SQA 
exams. 

87 % of our pupils achieved 5 or more National 3 level passes (our highest result in 5 
years), our National 4 level pass rate has risen by 26% from last year and at National 
5 level we have equalled our highest result in the last 5 years.

In S5/6 the number of pupils achieving at least one Higher pass has increased by 4%.

Positive Destinations
We continue to strive to provide opportunities for all of our pupils at their exit point 
from school. In 16/17 :-

87% of our pupils went onto positive destinations (our 2nd highest figure in five years)
26.5 % of pupils went onto study at University (our highest figure in five years)
45 % of our pupils went onto Further Education/ College.

Literacy and Numeracy
In the Broad General Education phase we saw an increase in the number of our S3 
pupils achieving Curriculum for Excellence level 3 or above in Literacy and Numeracy. 

In Literacy the reading levels increased from 53.4% to 55% , listening and talking levels 
increased from 51.7% to 60.7% 
and writing levels increased from 50% to 62.3%.

In Numeracy the levels increased from 59.6% to 70.5%.



Career Ready
Career Ready gives students the chance to transform their lives by providing 
them with real-life skills and knowledge that they need for work. 

Aimed at 16-18 years-olds, the Career Ready programme sits alongside 
students’ school studies. Employer volunteers provide students with one-to-
one mentoring and Masterclasses focusing on making the pupils better 
candidates for college, university or employment.  They also undertake 
workplace visits and a paid summer internship between S5 and S6 to help 
them bridge the gap between school and the world of work.

Students who have been part of the programme state that they gained 
improved confidence, improved communication skills, a better 
understanding of teamwork and a sense of empowerment as they are given 
specific responsibilities in their internship.  Previous WHEC pupils have greatly 
benefited from the programme, gaining a significant amount of work 
experience, a mentor to help support them as they plan for post school life 
and even part-time employment after the internship is over. 

This year we had 5 successful career ready students who worked with the 
Scottish Government, Standard Life, British Gas and Search Consultancy. 
All the students enjoyed their experiences and are looking forward to the 
remaining Masterclasses and graduation ceremony.

Parent Council - 
Involving Parents/Carers
On Wednesday 12th September at 
6.30pm, WHEC will be hosting a 
Parent Council training session 
delivered by Connect.
Connect is the new name of 
Scottish Parent Teacher Council. All 
parents from local schools are 
welcome to attend the session 
which is run in an informal, parent-

friendly way with 

p lenty 
of opportunities for 
discussion and questions. It is a 
great chance to learn more about 
how to run your group effectively 
and to meet other parents and 
swap ideas.  
This session looks at the challenges 
parents and carers often face in 
engaging with their child’s school 
and Parent Council and how your 
Parent Council can help to 
overcome them and encourage 
more involvement in learning and 
the school community.

We share lots of ideas for making 
your Parent Council more 
welcoming and how to recruit 
more members, please register on  
https:// involvingparentswhec .
eventbrite.com so we know you 
are coming along.
For more information about our 
Parent Council and how you can 
get involved, please contact Alan 
Stewart, Family Engagement 
Worker on 0131 442 2201.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Registration - (10mins) 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850

Period 1 - (50mins) 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940

Period 2 - (50mins) 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030

Period 3 - (50mins) 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1045

Break - (15mins) 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1045 - 1135

Period 4 - (50mins) 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225

Period 5 - (50mins) 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315

Lunch - (40mins) 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355

Period 6 - (50mins) 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445

Period 7 - (50mins) 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535
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Outward Bound
Following on from the outward 
bound trip at the start of S4, three 
of our pupils were awarded a 
scholarship, sponsored by Apex 

to attend further activities 
over the Summer break.

“Over the 18 days we 
completed a lot of different 
activities, including the Jog 
and Dip, gorse walking, a 4 
day expedition and we 
were also given some 

solo reflection time 
which I really 

enjoyed.

The hardest 
activity was the 
expedition as it 
was 4 days of 
long walks along 

the West Highland 
Way, however on 

the plus side I got to 
experience some 
amazing sights”.  

Arrice Wight, S5  

Staffing updates

Mrs Heritage - Senior Development 
Officer (secondment)
Mr Ellis - Pupil Support Leader for 
Bruce
Miss Meikle - Pupil Support Leader 
for Wallace (acting)

We also welcome the 
following new staff 

Ms Corrigan - Curriculum Leader 
of Maths and Technologies (acting)
Mrs Gee - French / Spanish teacher
Miss MacFadyen - English teacher
Mrs Baird - Home Economics 
teacher
Miss Marshall - Pupil Support 
Assistant
Mrs McBride - Pupil Support 
Assistant
Mr Ross - Pupil Support Assistant

New S1
We welcome our new S1 who are settling well into school life and are looking 
very proud to be in their new High School uniforms.

We have been impressed with how smart all of our pupils are looking at the 
start of this term and we encourage all our pupils to support the school 
uniform policy at all times. 
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WHEC @ 40  
This year marks the centre being open for 40 years and we intend 
to celebrate this in style. More details to follow soon.

Summer Activities -  Family Engagement worker update - Bridge8 Family Fridays
Over five Friday afternoons during the summer holidays, ten local families took part in a range of outdoor activities including 
cycling, kayaking, canoeing and archery. 

Bridge 8 Instructors provided guidance and support as well as all the equipment needed for families to go off and enjoy their 
time together trying activities they had never had the opportunity to take part in previously.

Bryan Rae, a local parent who signed up for the programme said: “It made my kids summer being able to do all this as a family 
and I hope next year it happens again. If you want to have family time I highly recommend it.”

Abbie Shennan, one of our S1 students took part in the programme with her 
sisters and her parents. Abbie said: “I had so much fun in the canoe and in the 
kayak. I used to be very scared of water but now I’m not as scared. Doing these 
activities helped me to improve my confidence and my communication skills as we 
had to work together as a family to help my younger sisters.

Sean Barry, Bridge 8 Manager said: “This is exactly why Bridge 8 exists  - to work 
with local families to help them enjoy the outdoors and to spend good 

quality time 
together. We’ll 
definitely be 
d e l i v e r i n g 
more of these 
f a m i l y 
activities in 
par tnership 
with WHEC 
in future.” 

Key Dates For Parents & Carers

Term 1

Wednesday 15 August 2018 - Pupils resume

Monday 17 September 2018 - Autumn Holiday

Monday  1  October  2018  -  S1 Meet the Teacher Evening

Friday 12 October 2018 - Term Ends - October Break

Tuesday 23  October 2018 - Pupils resume

Monday 26  November 2018 - S4-S6 Parents evening 1

Friday 21 December 2018 - Term ends

Term 2

Wednesday 9  January  2019 -  Pupils resume

Friday  8 February  2019  -  Term Ends - February break

Monday 18 February 2019 - All resume

Thursday  7 March 2019  S4-S6 Parents Evening 2

Friday  5 April  2019 - Term Ends - Easter Holiday

Term 3

Tuesday  23  April   2019 -  All resume

Monday  6 May  2019 - Public holiday

Tuesday  7 May  2019 - School closed for pupils

Wednesday 8 May  2019 - Pupils resume

Monday 20  May  2019 - Public holiday

Friday  28 June   2019 -  1200 End of term


