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General Information about the  

Curriculum and Courses into S3 

Rationale 

What underpins our curriculum design-  

 Skills for learning, skills for work and skills for life. 

 Need to equip our children to respond to change – ‘future-proof’ them 

 Awareness of social, political, economic and technological influences 

 For all children and young people 3 to 18, wherever they learn 

 

The curriculum is more than curricular areas and subjects.  The curriculum is the totality of experiences which are planned for 

children and young people through their education and includes the following four contexts: 

 

 Ethos & life of the school as a community 

 Curriculum areas and subjects 

 Interdisciplinary learning 

 Opportunities for personal achievement  

 

Curriculum Overview  

The curriculum at WHEC is designed in two phases:- 

 Broad General Education up to the end of S3 

 Senior Phase- S4-S6 

 

Your Journey 

S3 is the first opportunity for our pupils to increase choice in what they want their curriculum to look like. This enables them  

to make decisions about which areas of their curriculum they would like to take forward. The decisions made at this time are 

crucial, as they begin to inform what their  Senior Phase could look like as they work towards achieving National  

Qualifications. 

Whilst it isn't impossible to bring new courses into a pupils curriculum in S4, S5 and S6, their chances of achieving highly are       

significantly increased when there is a strong foundation of knowledge and this comes from their experiences in the broad 

general education culminating at the end of S3. 
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Making the Choice 

 

All pupils are expected to remain in their courses and fulfil the course demands for the duration of the year.  

Prior to making your choices consider the following: 

 

(1) Positive and Sustained Destinations 

At Wester Hailed Education Centre, as pupils progress through S3 and the senior phase, one of our main aims is to ensure each 

pupil is matched into one of 3 pathways:-  

 Stay on at school  

 Further/Higher education  

 Employment / modern apprenticeship. 

The course choice process is essential to ensure pupils are directed into the appropriate pathway. This, thereby, provides every 

pupil with the skills and personal qualities desired to sustain a positive destination beyond their school years.  

 

(2) Enjoyment  

Matching subject choice to pupils’ interests and enjoyment can keep motivation and engagement high. Read carefully the  

demands of each subject and the level you have picked. 

 

(3) Balance—Breadth of experiences  

Pupils may want to keep their options open in terms of the future, and so, picking a range of courses that create a portfolio of 

skills and qualifications is a wise option.   
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Course Choice Process 

For session 2018-19 we are extending the range of courses that are available to young people so that they are equipped with a 

portfolio of qualifications and skills that reflect current trends in employment, further and higher education.  

Courses are divided into 2 areas:-  

Subjects   

Electives 

Subjects  

Subjects are traditionally what have been offered in schools and represent knowledge and skills in a specific subject area. 

Pupils will take part in these experiences for three periods a week with the exception of English and Maths where they will 

attend four periods per week. 

 Programmed learning –primarily through teacher contact. 

 Independent study –primarily through homework and revision.  

Whilst attending their chosen subjects they will continue to consolidate and build on their knowledge from S2 whilst starting to 

work towards the standards for National Qualifications that will take place in S4. 

 

Elective Courses 

Elective courses offer pupils a  unique opportunities to gain and develop essential skills. These electives are delivered by 

subject teachers across the school and allow pupils to engage in experiences that go beyond the traditional curriculum. Pupils 

will attend elective courses. In some cases this might involve visits off site in and around the local area to further enhance the 

experience for the pupils.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note that any of the above (Subjects and Elective Courses) can only be offered when there are viable numbers and 

staffing.  



 

S2 Pupils Moving Into S3 – Course Choice Form  Curriculum 2018 -19

 

Column 10 - Choose two Electives (use Elective section in booklet to inform your choice) Clearly label first and second choice 

 

Name   __________________________________________   Class  _______   Career Intentions   _______________________________________________ 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 Column 7 Column 8 Column 9 Column 10 

English 
(4 periods) 

Maths 
(4 periods) 

Health & 
Wellbeing 
(3 periods) 

Social Studies  
(3 periods) 

Science 
 (3 periods) 

Technologies 
(3 periods) 

Health & 
Wellbeing 
(3 periods) 

Expressive 
Arts 

(3 periods) 

Subject 
Choice 

(3 periods) 

Elective 
(3 periods) 

English Maths Physical 
Education  

Religious & 
Moral 

Education 
 

Personal Social 
Education  

Geography 
 

History 
 

Modern 
Studies 

 
Religious & 

Moral 
Education 

 
 

Biology 
 

Chemistry 
 

Physics 

Craft, Design & 
Technology 

 
Computing 

Science 
 

Administration 
 

Practical 
Woodwork 

 
Business 

Management 

Hospitality 
 

Physical Education 
 

Sport & 
Recreation 

Art 
 

Drama 
 

Music 
 
 

Any other 
subject 
choice 4 – 8 
0r French 

Make a first 
and second 
choice from 
the grid 
below 

Mandatory Mandatory Mandatory Choose 1 Choose 1 Choose 1 Choose 1 Choose 1 Choose 1 Choose 2 

Expressive Arts 
All the World’s a Stage 
Into the 3rd Dimension 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
School of Dance 
School of Football 
School of Rugby 
Future Chef 
Textile and Fabric 

Science 
A – Z Science 

Social Subjects 
Outdoor Learning 

Technologies 
Young Entrepreneurs 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

ICT Based Activities 

 Word processing—business documents such as letter, memos posters 

 Spreadsheets—business uses such as graphing, formula, finances 

 Power Point—business presentations 

 Email—business communication 

 

Theory Based Activities 

 The role of an administrator in a business 

 Health and Safety in the office 

 Organisation Management 

 

Why you should study this course 

How to administrate or manage a firm is important to anyone thinking of starting their own business in the 

future.  You need to plan, organise, run and supervise many activities in a firm.  To do that it is essential that 

you use both your ICT skills and business knowledge.  When we say plan we mean the setting up of business 

objectives and aims.  When we say organise we refer to allocating actions and functions.  When we say run we 

understand it is about making sure workers do all their tasks.  And finally, when we say supervise we refer to 

checking the plan is executed properly, otherwise mistakes should be corrected.  This course will help you do 

all the tasks. 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Valentine, Acting Curriculum Leader, Technologies 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

Administration 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Administration may enjoy a career in:  

Administrative Assistant, Airport Information Assistant, Civil Service, Company Secretary,  

Customer  Service Manager 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

You will study how to draw, paint and design amazing things.  You will have the chance to make animals out of clay 

and sculpt life size clay heads.  You will have the opportunity to draw people, faces and places, make monsters and 

make fantastic animal clocks. 

 

You get to use, pencils , inks, charcoal, clay, wire, paper, card and polystyrene before we take some time out to 

look at the work of famous Painters and Designers.  Then we get to design our very own posters for Scotland, or 

our very own stamps and cereal packets. 

 

Everyone will have the chance to explore the use of colour, shape, textures and form using different kinds of  

materials, from thick paint to runny ink before we make and design your very own beautiful jewellery or colourful 

clay clocks. 

 

Why you should study this course 

Everything in the world, everything that you use, or touch has been designed by someone.  Everything you wear, 

everything in your house, even the house itself has been designed by someone who studied Art. 

A painter or designer has made every picture you see on every wall, in paint or in print and every object on sale in 

every shop in the whole world.  The world is full off images and pictures that colour your life and everything you 

see or use is the work of someone who studied Art. 

You could be the worlds next great painter or designer, but even if you are not— doing Art teaches you very useful 

skills as well as how to communicate and share your ideas.  Mostly Art is about the fun and the accomplishment of 

making things or of drawing pictures that you and others will enjoy and take pride in. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Flockhart , Curriculum Leader, Expressive Arts 

 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Expressive Arts 

Art & Design 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Art & Design may enjoy a career in:  

Commercial Art, Interior Design, Textile Design, Fashion Design, Architecture, Product Design, Furniture Design, 

Teaching or Route to Art College 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

 The good the bad and the ugly (micro-organisms) 

 The environment (living things and how they interact) 

 Growth, development and inheritance (human reproduction, DNA and genes) 

 

All science courses will help develop, reinforce  and extend learning in: 

 Scientific inquiry skills 

 Investigate/research skills 

 Analysis skills 

 Health and wellbeing, literacy and numeracy skills 

 

Why you should study this course 

Students will learn about the  impact that Biology has on every aspect of life in our modern world.  We will 

learn more about applications of technology within Biology and how animals and plants grow, develop,  

survive and interact with each other and the environment. 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Science 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Science 

Biology 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Biology may enjoy a career in:  

Working with animals, Environmental Science, Healthcare & Medicine, Sports Science, Food and Drink industry 

and many others 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

 Goods and services—is it all about profit? 

 Needs and wants, what does this mean for me? 

 Ways in which businesses are owned, what type of business would I set up? 

 Activities that go into setting up and running your own business. 

 What it means to be an entrepreneur, could I be one? 

 Finance and budgeting, a skill for business and for you. 

 Event planning, what it takes to create a successful event, big or small. 

 Fair Trade, do all businesses operate fairly towards their employees and suppliers. 

 ICT and it’s ever changing role within business. 

 

Why you should study this course 

Business and IT (leading to a choice of either/both Business Management and Administration and IT) is an 

excellent course for anyone that thinks that one day they might want to start their own business, or anyone 

who thinks they want to know how the business they will eventually work in is run. 

 

Do you think that one day you’re going to work for someone else?  Whether a big or small business having 

knowledge of business management and IT within business will mean that you be better prepared to make 

the business successful and it will help you gain important employability skills such as team working,  

enterprise skill, decision-making and responsibility—what more could a potential employer want? 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Valentine, Acting Curriculum Leader, Technologies 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

    Business Management 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Business Management may enjoy a career in:  

Advertising Accounts Manager, Bank Manager, Self Employed, Hotel Manager, Human  Resources  

Manager, Leisure Centre Manager, Project Manager  

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

 The Periodic Table 

 Chemical Reactions 

 Fuels and Pollution 

 Carbon Compounds 

 Acids and Alakalis 

 Metals 

 Chemical Connections 

 

All Science courses will help develop, reinforce and extend learning in: 

 Scientific inquiry skills 

 Investigative/research skills 

 Analysing skills 

 Health and Wellbeing, literacy and numeracy skills 

 

Why you should study this course 

Science and Technology  influence every aspect of life in our modern world.  During this course students 

will learn about the role Chemistry plays in sustainability, its impact on the environment, society and the 

lives of themselves and others. 

 

For further information contact 

Dr Fulton, Teacher of Chemistry 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Science 

Chemistry 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Chemistry may enjoy a career in:  

Materials science, Engineering, Healthcare & Medicine, Manufacturing industry, Food & Drink industry and many 

others 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

 How a computer works and  what is inside the box 

 History of computing 

 Animation 

 Games design 

 Computers and the environment/Green technology 

 Audio and video editing 

 Intro to programming 

 Intro to data bases 

 Multimedia and presentations 

 

Why you should study this course 

The course is designed for students who enjoy working with technology and who want a broad based  

experience in computer science.  It will suit those with a general interest as well as those who want to go 

on to more serious study in the subject. 

 

They will develop a range of transferable skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work.  Those skills will 

be planning and organising, working independently and in teams, critical thinking and decision making, 

communication and self peer evaluation. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Ferguson, Teacher of  Computing 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

Computing & 

 Information Science 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Computing & Information Science may enjoy a career in:  

Games Developer, Software Development, Web Designer 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

In S3 students build on the design foundations learnt in S1 and S2 and will deal with 

 

 How to develop design solutions to everyday problems 

 How to design things using wood, plastics and metal 

 How different materials are used in design situations 

 How to present your design ideas to others 

 

 

Why you should study this course 

This course is designed for students who enjoy solving problems.  It will suit students who have a curiosity 

of how things work and how you can make them better. 

The skills you will learn are transferable across many subjects you will study in S3 and can be developed in 

S4 and S5 with National 5 and Higher in Design and Manufacture. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Stanley, Teacher of Craft and Design 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

Craft & Design 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Craft & Design may enjoy a career in:  

Carpentry, Construction, Engineering 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

Mask: Learn the skills of white mask and design your own mask 

Darkwood Manor: Decide what  happens when you stay the night in the Manor House and create atmosphere 

with sound effects. 

Stimulus: Decide what happens in your own drama while designing costume and props. 

Whodunnit?: Discover what has happened to the missing person and design set to create the scene. 

Script: Use your skills to decide if you are an actor, director or designer to stage a small scale production. 

 

 

Why you should study this course 

This course will allow you to explore all aspects of the theatre.  You will regularly present your work and your 

designs will be displayed.  You will develop confidence in your own creativity and discover how to appreciate 

the work of others. 

 

Drama teaches you to be confident, to work as part of a team and to develop skills such as using technology, 

being able to work on your own and with others and expressing your opinions.  All these qualities are attractive 

to colleges, universities and employers. 

 

For further information contact 

Miss MacLennan, Teacher of Drama 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Expressive Arts 

Drama 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Drama may enjoy a career in:  

Marketing, Journalism, Performance, Costume Design, HR, Communication, Design, PR, Set Design, Teaching 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

During the course you will be offered a wide variety of materials and activities, with an emphasis on  

cooperative learning, designed to make English interesting and enjoyable.  You will develop your skills in 

the following areas: 

Reading 

You will study literature across the major genres of poetry, drama and prose as well as developing skills in 

media analysis.  You will also practise your close reading skills using a wide range of non-fiction texts. 

Writing 

The reading you do will also serve as models for the production of your own texts, including the creation of 

media artefacts.  As well as producing poems, plays and short stories you will also learn about writing for 

different purposes, such as discursive and functional pieces. 

Talking and Listening 

There will be a strong emphasis on talking and listening in individual, paired and group situations, both as 

an end in itself and as a means to facilitate learning. 

 

Why you should study this course 

English is a subject that aims to enrich lives of students through the study of Literature and deserves to be 

studied for its own sake.  However, it is also concerned with all the forms of communication needed to 

function properly in all areas of our lives, and this is reflected in an English qualification being required for 

entry in to so many courses and professions. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Reid, Curriculum Leader, Languages 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Languages 

English 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take English may enjoy a career in:  

Digital Copywriter, Editorial Assistant, EAL Teacher, Journalist, Web Content Manager 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

You will continue to study French in situations: meeting French people and finding out about them and 

their interests, booking holiday accommodation, buying food in a shop or in a restaurant, being able to get 

about France and dealing with any problems.  In these  situations you will  learn to talk and understand 

French, building on your knowledge from first and second year. 

 

You will also learn to understand more written French (using a dictionary) and research topics to do with 

France, other French –speaking countries and the people who live there using the Internet and other  

media. 

 

 

Why you should study this course 

With the development of closer links with other countries in Europe, the knowledge of a modern European 

language, besides English, will be of importance to everyone for pleasure, travel or work purposes. 

 

The course emphasises talking, listening and reading skills in French, in situations which would occur if you 

were in France.  You will also get the opportunity to develop writing skills which will enable you to  

communicate by e-mail or by letter. 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Steven, Teacher of French 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Languages 

French 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take French may enjoy a career in:  

Teaching, Interpreting & Translating, Hospitality & Tourism, IT, Marketing, Media Industry, 

Pharmaceuticals, Publishing, Science, Sport & Politics 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

Geography opens up for learners the physical environment around them, and the ways in which people 

interact with this environment. 

 

The purpose of Geography is to develop the learner’s understanding of our changing world and it’s human 

physical processes.  Opportunities for practical activities, including fieldwork, will be encouraged so that  

learners can interact with their environment. 

 

The contexts for study are local, national, international and global.  Geography draws upon the social and  

natural sciences: interdisciplinary learning is therefore fundamental to geographical study and encourages 

links with other disciplines. 

 

Why you should study this course 

 Understand the ways in which people and the environment interact in response to physical and  

human processes at local, national, international and global scales. 

 Be aware of spatial relationships and develop an understanding of the changing world in a balanced, 

critical and sympathetic way. 

 Acquire a geographical perspective on environmental and social issues and their significance. 

 Develop an interest in, understanding of, and concern for the environment leading to sustainable  

development. 

Geography will help create informed and active citizens by helping learners develop a greater understanding 

of the human and physical processes which have an impact on their environment.  Learners will develop skills 

which are transferable to other areas of study and which they will use in everyday life. 

For further information contact 

Miss Lamb, Teacher of Geography 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Social Studies 

Geography 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Geography may enjoy a career in:  

Cartography, Environmental Work, Surveying, Transport Management, Teaching, Nature Construction 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

History opens up the world of the past for learners. 

The purpose of History is to provide learners with insights into their own lives and the society in which they 

live.  By examining the past, they discover their heritage as members of a community, a country and a wider 

world.  They place themselves and their society in the context of the past.  This purpose will be achieved 

through successful study of the three Units of the Course which cover Scottish, British, European and World 

contexts in a variety of time periods. 

 

Why you should study this course 

 Develop learner’s conceptual understanding and foster their ability to think independently 

 Enable learners to acquire breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of historical 

themes 

 Develop learner’s skills of explaining historical developments and events, drawing conclusions and 

evaluating historical sources 

 Enable learners to detect bias and propaganda and to challenge prejudice 

 Encourage learners to debate issues and, on the basis of evidence, form views and respect those of 

others 

 Develop learner’s imagination and empathy with people living in other periods 

 Foster in learners an interest in history which will provide a life-long source of enjoyment 

 

The History Course contributes to general education and the wider curriculum.  It will help create informed 

and active citizens by helping learners develop a greater understanding of political and social institutions and 

processes.  Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they will use 

in everyday life. 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Loy, Mrs Oliver, Teacher of History 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Social Studies 

History 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take History may enjoy a career in:  

Journalism, Tourism, Cultural Heritage, Law, Restoration Work, Civil Service, Teaching, Social Work 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

This course covers a wide range of topics which will help you to maintain a healthy lifestyle and make  

informed decisions about your future.  During the course you will take part in practical food activities and 

take account of current healthy eating advice, which will enable you to create healthy dishes to meet  

individual requirements. 

 

The following Units of work will be covered: 

 Food & The Consumer 

 This unit will look at factors affecting food choice, labelling and marketing of food products. 

 Nutrition & Health 

 This unit will look at the basic knowledge needed to assess individual diets and how to  

           understand and maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

 Sate & Hygienic Practices 

 This unit will look at food safety principles when buying, storing, preparing, cooking and  

 consuming food. 

 Design and Make 

 This unit will develop your enterprising skills in practical situations by designing and creating a food      

 Item which will be produced to a commercially acceptable standard for re-sale as part of an 

           enterprise project. 

 

  

 

Why you should study this course 

You should study this course if you are hard working and enjoy practical lessons.  You will be encouraged to 

manage your time effectively and develop your organisational skills to the highest standard.  Finally you 

must be keen and enthusiastic to participate in practical lessons. 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Home Economics 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Home Economics may enjoy a career in:  

Chef, Restaurant owner/worker, butcher, food developer/designer, Home Economics Teacher 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

The course will follow on from your achievements in S1/S2 

The experiences and outcomes will be the same but will challenge you to develop and become secure at the 

next level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why you should study this course 

Maths is important in our everyday lives, we use Maths in almost everything we do—often without realising 

it! 

Learning Maths develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem solving skills, creativity and the ability to think 

in abstract ways.  As well as requiring Maths to assist studying other subjects in school, here is a small list of 

jobs that require you to have good Maths skills: Accountants, Architects, Biologists, Chemists, Computer 

Programmers, Engineers (Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Industrial, Material), Geologists, Lawyers, Managers, 

Doctors, Military jobs (Army, Navy), Nurses, Technicians, Tradesmen (plumber, joiner) 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Heritage, Curriculum Leader,  Maths  

 

Pupils who take Maths may enjoy are career in: 

Accountancy, Banking, Computing, Engineering, Maths Teachers, Insurance (Actuary), Statistician, Sales, HR, 

Admin 

 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

Maths 
S2 into S3  

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 

Number, money, measure  

 Estimation and rounding 

 Number and number process 

 Multiples, factors and primes 

 Powers and roots 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Money 

 Time 

 Measurement 

 Impact on past, present, future 

 Pattern and relationships 

Shape, position, movement 

 Properties of 2D shapes 

 Properties of 3D shapes 

 Angle, symmetry and transformation 

 

Information handling 

 Date analysis 

 Ideas of chance an uncertainty 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

Modern Studies opens up the world of contemporary society for learners. 

The purpose of Modern Studies is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of contemporary political 

and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international contexts.  In these contexts, learners will 

develop an awareness of the social and political issues they will meet in their lives.  This purpose will be 

achieved through successful study of the Course Units which focus on the political system in the UK, social  

issues in the UK and international issues. 

 

Why you should study this course 

The main aims of Modern Studies are to enable learners to: 

 Engage as active and informed members of society and local and global citizens. 

 Have an appreciation of the complexity, and changing nature, of modern society. 

 Understand and respect human and legal rights and responsibilities as well as democratic modes of 

government. 

 Understand the democratic process and how, why and to what extent people are informed about and 

participate in society. 

 Have an awareness of social and economic issues at local, Scottish, national and international levels and 

ways of addressing needs and inequalities. 

 Understand different views about the extent of state involvement in society. 

 Understand the nature and processes of conflict resolution at all levels. 

 

The Modern Studies Course contributes to general education and the wider curriculum.  It will help create  

informed and active citizens by helping learners to develop a greater understanding of political and social  

institutions and processes.  Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which 

they will use in everyday life. 

For further information contact 

Mr Sinclair, Curriculum Leader, Social Studies 

 

 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Social  Studies 

Modern Studies 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Modern Studies may enjoy a career in:  

Law, Journalism, Social Work, Police, Administration, Management, Civil Service, Teaching, Social Work 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

Students will continue to learn to play instruments, but there will be opportunities to form bands and to 

specialise in their favourite instrument.  The emphasis is on playing, performing and making music groups, 

but there will also be composing using Garage Band, and listening to a wide range of music, including  

students’ own choice.  Students will also learn how to record their bands and make CDs. 

 

Why you should study this course 

Are you hoping to win X-Factor, or Britain’s Got Talent?  Do you want to hear yourself on the radio?  Music 

gives lifelong pleasure as a career or a hobby.  It also teaches self-confidence, presentation skills, self-

discipline and the ability to work on your own or as part of a team.  Using technology is part of the course.  

All these qualities are attractive to employers, colleges and universities.  It is well known that music  

stimulates the brain and gives a real interest in life.  Choose it and see how much richer your life will be! 

. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Flockhart, Curriculum Leader, Expressive Arts 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Expressive Arts 

Music 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Music may enjoy a career in:  

Sound Engineer, Digital Developer, Manager/Agent, Teacher/Tutor, Musician/Performer, DJ, Sales & Marketing,  

Events Organiser, Merchandiser, Press & Promotions, Music Journalist, Technician 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

Physical Education in S3  will give learners a wide range of experiences and will focus on 8 mains areas: 

 Movement Skills, Competencies and Concepts 

 Cooperation and Competition 

 Evaluating and Appreciating 

 Significant aspects of learning 

 Physical competencies 

 Personal qualities 

 Cognitive skills 

 Physical fitness 

 

Learners will follow the process of improving their performance in a wide range of activities.  There will be 

elements of choice within the programme to ensure that all learners can follow their interests. 

Activities that could be include are: 

Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Dance, Fitness, Football, Gymnastics, Rugby, Softball, Swimming,  

Volleyball. 

Why you should study this course 

Physical Education will help learners to develop fitness levels and become a better performer in their  

chosen sport(s).  It will also help to develop an awareness of how to lead a healthy lifestyle and make  

choices that benefit them throughout their life, as well as employability skills, through the development of 

social and emotional wellbeing. 

Physical Education in S3 can lead on to National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher PE courses.  The 

Senior school  programme also includes Leadership through  Dance and Sports & Recreation within the PE 

department as well as a range of wider achievement courses. 

For further information contact 

Mr Clark, Miss Meikle, Miss Brown, Teachers of Physical Education 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Physical Education 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Physical Education may enjoy a career in:  

Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training  Military, Manager, Emergency Services 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

What you will study on this course 

 Forces and Movement (gravity, friction, speed and acceleration) 

 Electricity and Magnetism (electricity, circuits and components, resistance, power and electromagnets) 

 Waves and Radiations (Sound, light, heat and radio waves) 

 

All Science courses will help develop, reinforce and extend learning in: 

 Scientific inquiry skills 

 Investigate/research skills 

 Analysis skills 

 Health and Wellbeing, literacy and numeracy skills 

 

Why you should study this course 

Science and Technology influence every aspect of life in our modern world.  During this course you will learn 

more about the Physics principles behind many things such as communication systems, transport, electrical 

systems and entertainment systems.  You will also look in more detail at Earth and its place in the universe. 

 

For further information contact 

Ms Dinnis, Teacher of Physics 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Science 

Physics 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Physics may enjoy a career in:  

Construction, Engineering, Healthcare & Medicine, Manufacturing industry, IT industry and many others 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

Practical woodworking in a making course in which students build on the practical foundations learnt in S1 

and S2 and will deal with: 

 Understanding of working drawings 

 Techniques of measuring and marking out in preparation for work 

 Cutting and shaping techniques in wood 

 Finishing techniques 

 

Why you should study this course 

This course is designed for students who enjoy working with their hands.  It will suit students who have the 

curiosity of how things work and how they are made.  This course will lead onto National 4 and 5 practical 

woodwork. 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Stanley, Teacher of Craft and Design 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Maths and Technologies 

Practical Woodworking 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Practical Woodworking may enjoy a career in:  

Carpentry, Construction, Engineering 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

What you will study on this course 

 

In S3 students will study a variety of topics focusing on different types of belief. 

 What  is a belief? 

 Science and belief: how did the universe and life begin? 

 Beliefs and practices in Judaism 

 Belief in action: Key figures who have acted on their beliefs 

 

In S3 students will study the SQA wider achievement course Religion, Belief & Values.   

 

Why you should study this course 

In S3 RME introduces students to some of life’s big questions and moral dilemmas.  It aims to help students 

become more aware of their own beliefs and values and to encourage greater tolerance and  

understanding of those whose beliefs may be different from their own.  Students will be encouraged to  

discuss ideas, form and express their own opinions and learn to understand and think about the views  

others hold.  It aims to develop thoughtful, reasonable and responsible citizens. 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs McLeod, Wallace Support Leader, Teacher of RMPS 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Social Studies 

Religious and Moral 
Education 

S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Religious & Moral Education may enjoy a career in:  

Law, Police Officers, Social Work, Health Care, Journalism, Human Resources Managers 

 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The A to Z of Science is a tour of all things Science related! It may involve  activities such as 
 
A could be for antibacterial chemicals investigation. 
B may be making bouncing balls or visiting the Botanic Gardens. 
C  is for Canal dipping, or Cornflour slime or Chromatography. 
D is for………? 
There will be a choice of different activities, projects and visits on offer as we move through the alphabet.  

 

Topics/content 

 

 

Special requirements (if any): 
Students should have in interest in Science and be prepared to work with other students in small teams. These 
will change depending on the activity. 
The ability to work safely, listen to and follow instructions is essential. 

 

Progression: 

 

 

For further information contact 

Mrs Mills, Curriculum Leader, Science 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

A-Z of Science 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take A-Z of Science may enjoy a career in:  

Working with animals, Environmental Science, Healthcare & Medicine, Sports Science, Food and Drink industry 

and many others 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Making masks and heads and making clay sculptures and clay building techniques. 
Using Clay cardboard plastic wood and wire to build and construct amazing things. Sustainability using junk to 
make amazing stuff 
Preparation for WHEC in the quad last term.  
Papier-mâché figures animal heads and beasts  
 

 

Topics/content 

Planning:   

 Learning to consider possibilities to research and Investigate ideas  

 Deciding on a theme and a subject  

 Picking your media  

 Planning a schedule  

 Developing the skills  

 Practical Art skills:  

 Creating. developing, designing and constructing 

 Skills based picking up skills in measuring assembling and construction techniques.  
 Evaluation  

 

Special requirements (if any): 
Love making stuff, have an imagination 

 

Progression: 
Senior Phase Art & Design 

 

For further information contact 

Mr Flockhart, Curriculum Leader, Expressive Arts 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

Into the 3rd Dimension  
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Into the 3rd dimension may enjoy a career in:  

Commercial Art, Interior Design, Textile Design, Fashion Design, Architecture, Product Design, Furniture Design,  

Teaching or Route to Art College 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
National Progression Award in Dance is designed to provide opportunities for learners to explore choreography 
and gain an appreciation of dance skills and techniques.  Pupils will learn technical dance in a variety of styles 
and will practice a range of skills and techniques to help develop their ability to choreograph their own dance 
motifs and routines.  

The course will be delivered by Wester Hailes Education Centre Physical Education staff. There may be some 
opportunities during the year to work with some external agencies and Dance companies.  

 

Topics/content 
 Development of dance skills in jazz, hip-hop and contemporary dance. 

 Development of choreography skills 

 Development of self-evaluation skills  

 Building confidence in young dancers 

 Group dynamics and social skills 

 

Special requirements (if any): 
Pupils should have an interest in dance, leadership and coaching. They should be committed to improving their 
practical performance as well as working with others.  

If students have dance shoes/dance clothing, this would be preferable. Otherwise, P.E. kit will be acceptable. 

 

Progression: 
 National 4 and 5 Physical Education 

 Extra-curricular sporting teams 

 Sports club out with the school 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Meikle, teacher of Physical Education 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

School of Dance 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take NPA Dance may enjoy a career in:  

Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training  Military, Manager, Emergency Services, Acting 

Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Fancy putting on a show? Whether your talents lie in design, marketing or acting there is a place for you!
Creative, practical and vocational skills  will be developed within a group setting. You will work to a time scale 
to develop a production that will be performed to an audience. 

 

 

Topics/content 

 Team building exercises 

 Practical drama skills: Creating, analysing, developing, designing and performing 

 Deciding on a text 

 Picking your role 

 Planning a schedule 

 Presentation skills 

 Performance  

 Evaluation 

 

Special requirements (if any): 
Enthusiasm. 

 

Progression: 
Senior Phase Drama                   

 

For further information contact 

Miss MacLennan, Teacher of Drama 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

All the World’s a Stage 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take All the World’s a Stage may enjoy a career in:  

Marketing, Journalism, ,Performance, Costume Design, HR, Communication, Design, PR, Set Design, Teaching 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

This course allows learners to build on skills and knowledge needed to be able to design, make and evaluate a 
range of fabric items.  These items include house hold interior, fashion items or learning and play items.  The 
course will equip our pupils to develop basic sewing skills, as well as allowing real creativity while designing and 
making their own products. 

 

Topics/content 

 Develop knowledge, understanding and confidence in product design 

 Build a greater understanding of the  processes completed when designing and making items for specific 
audiences 

 Increase ability in a range of fabric skills, including hand stitching and sewing on a machine 

 Develop a variety of different skills for learning, life and work through independent and team working 

 

Special requirements (if any): 
 

 

Progression: 

 
 Potential of joining a sewing/fabric after school club 

 Various sewing competitions 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

Fabric and Textiles 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Fabric and Textiles may enjoy a career in:  

Clothing Design, Fashion Industry, Costume Design 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

This course allows learners to build on skills and knowledge surrounding the Hospitality industry. The course 
will give an outline of what we mean by Hospitality and careers within the industry. 

Learners will take part in a variety of different activities that will allow them to be creative, build on existing 
knowledge and skills, research different audiences and self reflect as individuals and teams. 

 

Topics/content 

 Develop knowledge, understanding and confidence in practical cooking and baking skills and techniques 

 Build a greater understanding of food presentation 

 Gain a wider knowledge on how food products are produced and marketed 

 Develop a variety of different skills for learning, life and work through independent and team working 

 

Special requirements (if any): 
 

Any allergies should be highlighted in advance. There may be a small cost implication to complete this course. 

 

Progression: 

 
 Various qualifications in senior phase — NAT 4 Hospitality, NAT 5 Hospitality and NAT 5 Cake Craft 

 Various cooking competitions 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Paton, Curriculum Leader, Health and Wellbeing 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

Junior Chef 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Junior Chef may enjoy a career in:  

Chef, Home Economics Teacher, Food Developer, Nutritionist, Baker, Restaurant/Café Owner 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Scotland is recognised internationally for it’s amazing landscapes and the great range of activities that take 
place in them. This Outdoor Learning elective has been designed  for both the outdoor enthusiast and the 
outdoor beginner. Through the course, pupils will experience a range of different activities and develop a 
broad range of personal and practical skills. 

The course will predominantly be delivered on site at WHEC, but it is hoped that there will be opportunities to 
use their new skills further afield. 

This course is best suited to pupils who are keen to challenge themselves and take themselves out with their 
comfort zone. Pupils will begin developing the skills required for successful completion of Bronze Duke of  
Edinburgh Award. 

 

Topics/content 

 Risk assessment and management 

 First aid  

 Practical navigation 

 Navigation and route planning 

 Health and safety in the outdoors  

 Using our local environment 

 How to use the outdoors responsibly 

 

Pupils will create a record book of their progress to showcase their new skills and development. Upon turning 
14 pupils can begin their Duke of Edinburgh Award online profile.  

 

Special requirements (if any): 
Enjoy spending time outdoors in all conditions. 

 

Progression: 
Duke of Edinburgh Award (Bronze, Silver and Gold) 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Lamb, Teacher of Geography 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

Outdoor Learning 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Outdoor Learning may enjoy a career in:  

Military, Teacher, Emergency Services, Outdoor Instructor 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

School of football is designed for pupils to develop their practical and leadership skills through football.  The 
course enhances pupil confidence through participating and delivering sessions. Tactical elements of football 
will also be discussed. Students will receive first hand coaching experience, as well as developing the  
communication skills required to be an effective team player and coach. 

This course is designed for pupils who wish to lead and/or are keen to take their knowledge and skills in  
football to the next level. 

 

Topics/content 

 Football skills and drills 

 Coaching and leadership experience 

 Team dynamics 

 Player positioning  

 Tactics and formation 

 

Special requirements (if any): 

Pupils should have an interest in football, leadership and coaching. They should be committed to improving 
their practical performance as well as tactical awareness.  

 

Progression: 
 National 4 and 5 Physical Education 

 Extra-curricular sporting teams 

 Sports club out with the school 

 

For further information contact 

Miss Brown, Teacher of Physical Education 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

School of Football 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take School of Football may enjoy a career in:  

Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training  Military, Manager, Emergency Services 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

School of Rugby is designed for pupils to develop their practical and leadership skills through rugby. Pupils will 
learn technical and social skills required for success in team sports. Students will receive first hand coaching 
experience as well as developing the communication skills required to be an effective team player and coach. 

The course will be delivered by Wester Hailes Education Centre Physical Education staff as well as coaches from 
Murrayfield Wanderers Rugby Football Club.  

As well as practical skills games and sessions, pupils will learn about nutrition and strength and conditioning 
needed to progress as a rugby player. This knowledge will be transferable to a number of other physical  
activities, further education and employment. 

Topics/content 

 Development of rugby specific skills 

 Coaching and leadership experience 

 Team dynamics and social skills 

 Tactics and formation 

 Nutrition 

 Strength and conditioning 

 

Special requirements (if any): 

Pupils should have an interest in physical activity, leadership and coaching. They should be committed to 
improving their practical performance as well as tactical awareness.  

At times throughout the year, fixtures will be arranged against other schools and pupils will be expected to  
engage in these fixtures as well as an increased attendance at after school clubs (particularly rugby). 

 

Progression: 
 National 4 and 5 Physical Education 

 Extra-curricular sporting teams 

 Sports club out with the school 
 

For further information contact 

Mr Clark, Teacher of Physical Education 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

School of Rugby 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take School of Rugby may enjoy a career in:  

Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Training  Military, Manager, Emergency Services 

 Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

From consultants to IT specialists, hair salons to painters this programme will help students consider the types 
of roles in small companies and provide an insight into how business works. This fast paced, activity-based 
course will provide an introduction to employability skills and identify skills students already possess as well as 
those they need support to develop. 

During the course they develop a small business idea, considering a range of business decisions before pitching 
to a would-be investor.  Pupils will then get the opportunity to create and run their business idea, aiming to 
make and manufacture a product, make a profit, pay back loan and keep financial records. 

Teamwork is key to this course and students will develop their understanding of how different personalities 
work together in a business before putting this into practice in a team business challenge. 

This course will be taught at WHEC, but pupils may need to invest some of their own time to help maximise 
sales, eg find locations to sell their product such as a local craft fair. 

Topics/content 

 Students will gain an understanding of how small businesses are structured and the different roles and 

career opportunities that exist 

 Students will gain an understanding of the skills employers are looking for and the ability to identify their 

own employability skills 

 Ability to recognise personality types, strengths and weaknesses and what this means for personal  

development and for working as part of a team 

 Understanding of how to use information to plan and present information to audiences 

 Insight into the careers of local volunteer employees and the skills which are valued in the workplace 

 

Special requirements (if any): 

 

Progression: 
 N4 Business 

 N5 Business Management 

 N4 Administration and IT 

 

For further information contact 
Mrs Valentine, Acting Curriculum Leader, Technologies 

 

 

 

 

WESTER HAILES  
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

Elective Course 

Young Entrepreneur 
S2 into S3  

Pupils who take Young Entrepreneur may enjoy a career in:  

Advertising Accounts Manager, Bank Manager, Self Employed, Hotel Manager, Huma Resources Manager, Leisure  

Centre Manager, Project Manager 

 
Respect   Learning  Aspiration  Community 




