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SCO Wester Hailes Residency 2017-20 
Transforming and enhancing lives through the power of 

inspirational music-making 
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Background 

The world-renowned Scottish Chamber Orchestra is made up of a unique collection of talented 

musicians who inspire and connect with people of all ages. The SCO aims to provide as many 

opportunities as possible for people to hear their music by touring the length and breadth of Scotland 

and around the world as proud ambassadors for Scottish cultural excellence. In recent years, the 

Orchestra has travelled throughout Europe, the Far East, India and the USA. 

The SCO makes a significant contribution to Scottish life both on the concert platform and beyond, 

working in schools, universities, hospitals, care homes, places of work and community centres through 

the SCO Connect creative learning programme. The orchestra receives funding from the Scottish 

Government as one of Scotland’s five National Performing Arts Companies and is based in Edinburgh. 

The SCO’s Wester Hailes programme was initially conceived in order to make the SCO's work 

accessible and available for children and young people living in an area which ranks within the 5% 

most deprived parts of the Scotland. We sought to remove many of the barriers which prohibit 

children and young people from accessing high quality cultural activities by bringing free, high quality 

music provision to community venues such as school halls, local arts centres and community halls.  

Since 2015, SCO Connect workshops have taken place at WHEC (the secondary school), at every 

primary school in the area and at several nurseries. Local families have also attended SCO Family 

Concerts at the Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh. Following consultations with Head Teachers, lead 

teachers, WHALE Arts and local young people, we have identified a clear need for more musical activity 

in the area to engage local people across the age range. In October 2017 we are therefore launching 

a three year SCO Wester Hailes Residency through which local children, young people and adults will 

have opportunities to work alongside professionals and to explore their creative potentials, to perform 

and record new music, and to visit city centre venues.  

 

Residency Activity 

Through this residency we aim to embed the SCO in the life of the Wester Hailes community, inspiring 

and empowering local people to engage with music and the arts in Wester Hailes and beyond.  

The SCO Residency is a three year programme of creative music workshops and performances for 

children, young people, families and adults in Wester Hailes. Regular activity will take place at WHEC, 

its three feeder primary schools and their nurseries, and at Edinburgh College. We will engage with 

other local primary schools and nurseries through our Family Concert outreach programme. There will 

also be opportunities for participants to engage with SCO performances within Wester Hailes and in 

the city centre. 

1) Dots & Lines: A series of creative play workshops for preschool children and their carers, combining 

listening, drawing, singing, movement and craft. Led by early years’ experts in music and movement 

alongside SCO musicians. 
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2) Primary School Music and Movement Workshops:  

guided creative play for whole classes, exploring music and 

movement and creating new pieces of work which bring 

together ideas from the whole group. Children are given a 

selection of percussion, tuned and electronic instruments 

and explore different techniques and styles of playing to 

create a variety of sounds. They work with a composer, a 

movement specialist and SCO musicians, and each series 

concludes with an opportunity to perform their own devised work to peers and families during a 

school assembly. In the second and third years of the Residency programme, participants will take 

part in public performances at professional venues.  

3) Primary School Family Concert Outreach Workshops: interactive workshops introducing 

participants to the music of the SCO’s Family Concert and to a variety of orchestral instruments.  

Subsidised Family Concert tickets are made available via the schools, and families are invited to attend 

free family workshops at the weekends. 

4) Secondary School Workshops: enabling young people to 

devise and develop their own musical ideas to create pieces 

which combine playing styles, ideas and influences from 

everyone in the group. The resulting pieces will be 

performed and/or recorded. Where relevant, these 

workshops will link to SCO Season repertoire and 

participants will be encouraged to attend SCO concerts at 

which their work will also be showcased.  

Year 2: After-school sessions for WHEC students run in partnership with Edinburgh College (tbc). 

5) Adult Workshops: to be developed in partnership with local providers. 

6) Public Events: SCO Family Day events in partnership with WHALE Arts. Big Ears, Little Ears concerts 

for babies, toddlers and their parents and carers. Subsidised attendance at SCO Family Concerts. 

Presentations/performances of participants’ work at SCO pre-concert Insight events. Residency Grand 

Finale with commissioned piece for the SCO & Wester Hailes participants (tbc). 

 

Aims & Objectives 

Over the three year residency period, SCO Connect will provide opportunities and support for children, 

young people and adults to get to know the SCO, to explore their musical potential and to develop 

their creativity. 

Aims: 

 Empower children, young people and adults to develop their musical and artistic skills 

 Work with participants to develop their sense of self, self-confidence and social confidence by 

giving them a forum to contribute to and influence creative decisions 
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 Ignite an interest and excitement for playing and listening to music, and support the 

development of individual strengths and interests 

 Use talented workshop leaders to lead accessible, playful and creative workshops 

 Provide opportunities for children and young people to work alongside professionals in order 

to open their eyes to new possibilities and to raise aspirations 

 Bring live music making to audiences living with high levels of disadvantage who would not 

normally engage with the SCO 

 Support teachers working hard in a deprived area, providing opportunities to work alongside 

enthusiastic and skilled professionals, contributing to their own development and to the 

musical and social life of the school 

 Enhance school and community culture through positive interactions, to help reduce social 

exclusion and isolation 

 Provide participants with opportunities to visit city centre venues to take part in cultural 

activity and to realise that they are entitled to access the kind of venues and resources that 

the SCO can provide. 

Objectives: 

 Integrate music reading skills into the creative programme (using digital media and written 

materials, Figure Notes etc.) 

 Support the development of instrumental and creative thinking skills through SCO workshops 

and partner opportunities 

 Signpost activities of potential interest to participants, including SCO VIBE, Edinburgh College 

workshops, CEC instrumental service provision 

 Provide accredited training opportunities for students in Further and Higher Education 

 Collaborate with other local organisations  

 Develop skills and resources for use by school staff during and after the Residency  

 Deliver a final project performance with children and SCO players 

Testimonials  

I liked Emily the violin player. You are very talented and I would like to play the violin because 

of you. Primary School Pupil, Wester Hailes, 2016 
 

The children have really become a lot more focused in class since this project. The music allows 

them to express themselves in a way they may not in the classroom. Those that are quiet in 

the classroom really came out their shells in the music and this was lovely to see. The children 

are working together more and are noticing that they have to listen to others. This has improved 

their team work in class…. The children are looking for more opportunities to find more about 

these instruments and if they can get lessons anywhere. It is lovely to see their new interest 

and develop this.  Primary School Teacher, Wester Hailes, 2016 
 

Working with people I don’t know is hard. But after a day or two you get to know them and you 

become more confident. Secondary School Pupil, Wester Hailes, 2017 
 

 

[What worked well?] The mentors giving us some ideas and letting us (the students) use our 

minds to create amazing beats.  Secondary School Pupil, Wester Hailes, 2017 

 

 You should repeat this session every month. Secondary School Pupil, Wester Hailes, 2017 


