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Curriculum for Excellence 

Curriculum aims to raise standards, prepare our students for 
a future in a fast changing world. Curriculum for Excellence 
balances the importance of knowledge and skills.

The students have followed a broad education throughout 
their first year studying within the eight curricular areas. 
This broad general education will remain in their second and 
third year in school. These two years however will also be 
used to prepare our students for the new qualifications that 
they will experience in the senior school.

The purpose of this booklet is to help students, parents and 
staff plan a course of study which continues a broad education 
for the students whilst allowing them choice to study certain 
subjects in greater depth.

Students will continue to study within the eight curricular 
areas:
• Language
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social Studies
• Religious and Moral Education
• Technologies
• Expressive Arts
• Health and Well Being

They will however be able to choose to study certain subjects 
within these areas to a greater depth. Within the Scientific and 
Social Studies curricular areas for example they will be asked 
to choose Science/Biology, Science/Chemistry or Science/
Physics. This will mean that they will study the experiences 
and outcomes within that particular area but will also spend 
time studying the individual subject in more depth. This is 
the same situation in the Social Studies curricular area.

The students will also be able to choose individual subjects 
within the Technologies and Expressive Arts curricular areas. 
Their experience within these curricular areas however will 
be balanced within a compulsory column.

Deepening Learning
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Introduction   Course Planning

The purpose of this booklet is to help students, parents 
And staff plan a course of study in second year.

The first part of the booklet explains:

• The decisions that need to be made
• Who is involved in the decision making
• How the decisions are made

The second part of the booklet outlines the courses themselves.

Deepening Learning
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Planning a Course
During the first three years in secondary school the students 
follow a broad general education. In second year however the 
students are able to choose certain subjects within the eight 
curricular areas to study in more depth. This will prepare 
them thoroughly for the senior phase. They will however 
still be required to study within the eight curricular areas.

Making the Plans

Planning for the second and third years require much thought 
and decision making by students and parents.

In order to help, we do the following:

• A meeting to explain the course choice form will be 
held in the conference room 2 on Tuesday 22rd April 
2014 at 3pm.

• Each student discusses with their Guidance Teacher 
the courses which could be selected. Afterwards a 
course planning summary is completed and a copy 
sent home.

• We endeavour to give students the subjects that they 
want to study but like other schools we are constrained 
by the availability of staff and resources. If a student 
does not get their first choice, all efforts will be made 
to give them their alternative choice.

 
The following questions may assist you to plan:

• How well did you do in your course in first year?
• How well does your choice fit in with your interests, 

career hopes and what you like working at?
• What would be a good alternative choice if you could 

not get your preferred course?

Deepening Learning
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Support for Learning
Students continue to have contact with Support for Learning 
staff in second and third years. Support is provided in 
English and Maths and in some other subjects. All students 
are encouraged to discuss with Learning Support staff any 
aspect of school work which is worrying them.

Careers Advice
In school, careers education is taken care of by guidance 
staff assisted by the school’s career advisor. There is a short 
introductory careers course halfway through first year.

Students can use the careers library [within the school 
library] to investigate occupations, qualifications and training 
requirements.
Careers Scotland provides information and advice on 
education and jobs, and aims to help students to make 
appropriate choices in education, training and employment.

Deepening Learning
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Curricular Area - Languages

Subjects: English
 French

All students will study both English and French 
throughout their second and third year. Both 
courses will build on the experiences and knowl-
edge gained from their first year course.

 

Deepening Learning - Languages
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Subject - English
What you will study on this course

During the course you will be offered a wide variety of 
materials and activities, with an emphasis on cooperative 
learning, designed to make English interesting and enjoyable. 
You will develop your skills in the following areas:

Reading
You will study literature across the major genres of poetry, 
drama and prose as well as developing skills in media analysis, 
which will form a substantial component of the course. You 
will also practise your close reading skills using a wide range 
of non-fiction texts.

Writing
The reading you do will also serve as models for the production 
of your own texts, including the creation of media artefacts. 
As well as producing poems, plays and short stories you 
will also learn about writing for different purposes, such as 
discursive and functional pieces.

Talking and Listening
There will be a strong emphasis on talking and listening in 
individual, paired and group situations, both as an end in 
itself and as a means to facilitate learning.

Why you should study this course

English is a subject that aims to enrich lives of students 
through the study of 
Literature and deserves to be studied for its own sake. 
However, it is also concerned with all the forms of 
communication needed to function properly in all areas of 
our lives, and this is reflected in an English qualification being 
required for entry in to so many courses and professions.

For further information contact:

Any member of the English department.

Deepening Learning - Languages
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Subject - French 

What you will study on this course

You will continue to study French in situations: meeting 
French people and finding out about them and their interests, 
booking holiday accommodation, buying food in a shop or 
in a restaurant, being able to get about France and dealing 
with any problems etc.  In these situations you will learn to 
talk and understand French, building on your knowledge 
from first year.

You will also learn to understand more written French (using 
a dictionary) and research topics to do with France, other 
French-speaking countries and the people who live there 
using the Internet and other media.

Why you should study this course

With the development of closer links with other countries 
in Europe, the knowledge of a modern European language 
besides English will be of importance to everyone for pleasure, 
travel or work purposes.

The course emphasises talking, listening and reading skills in 
French, in situations which would occur if you were in France.  
You will also get the opportunity to develop writing skills 
which will enable you to communicate by e-mail or by letter.

For further information contact:

Your French teacher

Deepening Learning - Languages
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Deepening Learning - Maths & Technologies

Curricular Area 
Mathematics & Technologies

• Maths - All students will study Maths through-
out their second and third year.Subjects 

• Administration & ICT 
• Business Management
• Computing Science 
• Craft and Design
• Common Technologies course (all students)

All students will have the opportunity to expe-
rience one technology subject in depth during 
second and third year by choosing them through 
the column choice. This will allow for a deeper 
understanding and skill base of the chosen subject.

All S2/3 will also still take part in a common 
technologies course one period a week, which 
will touch on all the areas above and build on 
the experience and knowledge learnt from the 
S1 common technologies course. 
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Subject  - Maths
All students will study Maths throughout their second and 
third year.

What you will study on this course

The S2 course will follow on from your achievements in S1.
The experiences and outcomes will be as in S1 - but will 
challenge you to develop and become secure at the next level.

Number, money, measure
• Estimation and rounding
• Number and number process
• Multiples, factors and primes
• Powers and roots
• Fractions, decimals and percentages
• Money
• Time
• Measurement 
• Impact on past, present, future
• Patterns and relationships
• Expressions and equations

Shape, position, movement
• Properties of 2D shapes
• Properties of 3D objects
• Angle, symmetry and transformation

Information handling
• Data and analysis
• Ideas of chance and uncertainty

Why you should study this course
Maths is important in our everyday lives, we use Maths in 
almost everything we do - often without realising it! 
Learning Maths develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem 
solving skills, creativity and the ability to think in abstract 
ways.  As well as requiring Maths to assist studying other 
subjects in school, here is a small list of jobs that require you 
to have good Maths skills:  Accountants, Architects, Biologists, 
Chemists, Computer Programmers, Engineers (Chemical, 
Civil, Electrical, Industrial, Material), Geologists, Lawyers, 
Managers, Doctors, Military jobs (Army, Navy), Nurses, 
Technicians, Tradesmen (plumber, joiner)

For further information contact:
Miss Heritage (PT Maths)

Deepening Learning - Maths & Technologies
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Subject - Business Management
What you will study on this course

• Goods and services – is It all about profit?
• Needs and wants, what does this mean for me?
• Ways in which businesses are owned, what type of 

business would I set up?
• Activities that go into setting up and running your 

own business.
• What it means to be an entrepreneur, could I be one?
• Finance and budgeting, a skill for business and for you.
• Event planning, what it takes to create a successful 

event, big or small.
• Fair Trade, do all businesses operate fairly towards 

their employees and suppliers
• ICT and it's ever changing role within business.

Why you should study this course

Business and IT (leading to a choice of either/both Business 
Management and Administration and IT) is an excellent 
course for anyone that thinks that one day they might want 
to start their own business, or anyone who thinks they want 
to know how the business they will eventually work in is run. 

Do you think that one day you're going to work for someone 
else? Whether a big or a small business having knowledge of 
business management and IT within business will mean that 
you will be better prepared to make the business successful 
and it will  help you gain important employability skills 
such as teamworking, enterprise skill, decision-making and 
responsibility - what more could a potential employer want?

For further information contact:

For further information contact Mrs Valentine

Deepening Learning - Maths & Technologies
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Subject - Computing 
& Information Science

What you will study on this course

This course will deal with - 

• How a computer works and what is inside the box. 
• History of computing
• Animation
• Games design
• Computers and the environment/Green technology
• Audio and video editing
• Intro to programming
• Intro to databases
• Multimedia and presentations

Why you should study this course

This course is designed for students who enjoy working 
with technology and who want a broad based experience in 
computer science. It will suit those with a general interest 
as well as those who want to go on to more serious study in 
the subject. 

They will develop a range of transferable skills for learning, 
skills for life and skills for work. Those skills will be in planning 
and organising, working independently and in teams, critical 
thinking and decision making, communication and self and 
peer evaluation.

For further information contact:

Mr Ferguson

Deepening Learning - Maths & Technologies
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Subject - Craft & Design

What you will study on this course

This course will deal with:

• How to make thing with wood, plastic and metal.
• How to use tools, equipment and machines.
•  Why certain materials are used to make things
•   How to design solutions to everyday problems 
• How to get across your ideas to others
• Using CAD (computer aided design software)

Why you should study this course

All sorts of things are designed and made by people like you.

This course is designed for students who enjoy working with 
their hands. It will suit students who have a curiosity of how 
things work and how we can make them better. 

The transferable skills you will learn are transferable across 
all the subjects you will study in the school, which are sought 
after if you decide to attend college and take up a career in 
the trades or attend university.

For further information contact:

Mr Stanley

Deepening Learning - Maths & Technologies
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Subjects: Biology
 Chemistry
 Physics

All students will study science during second and 
third year. The courses will build on the knowledge 
and experiences gained from the first year course. 
Students can study one or two of the science 
subjects in depth during second and third year 
but in addition to this there will also be part of 
the course that looks at broader science.

Deepening Learning - Sciences
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Course - Science / Biology

What you will study on this course:

• Body Systems - Active Body (the skeleton, muscles 
and movement, the heart and circulation system, 
breathing system)

• World of Microbes (bacteria and viruses)
• The Environment (living things and how they interact)
• Growth, Development and Inheritance (human 

reproduction, DNA and genes)
• Growing Plants (growing from seeds, looking after 

plants, photosynthesis)

All Science courses will help develop, reinforce and extend 
learning in:

Health and Wellbeing, Literacy and Numeracy skills.

In addition all students will take part in a number of 
interdisciplinary projects that cover Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics Experiences.

Why you should study this course:

Science and Technology influence every aspect of life in our 
modern world. During this course you will learn more about 
how animals and plants grow, develop, survive and interact 
with each other and their environment.

For further information contact:

Mrs Mills PT Science

Deepening Learning - Sciences
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Course - Science / Physics
What you will study on this course:

• Forces and Movement (gravity, friction, speed and 
acceleration)

• Electricity and Magnetism (electricity, circuits and 
components, resistance, power and electromagnets)

• Waves and Radiations (Sound, light, heat and radio 
waves)

All Science courses will help develop, reinforce and extend 
learning in:
Health and Wellbeing, Literacy and Numeracy skills.

In addition all students will take part in a number of 
interdisciplinary projects that cover Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics Experiences.

Why you should study this course:

Science and Technology influence every aspect of life in 
our modern world. During this course you will learn more 
about the Physics principles behind many things such as 
communication systems, transport, electrical systems and 
entertainment systems. 

For further information contact:

Mr Reid - Science Department

Deepening Learning - Sciences
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Course - Science / Chemistry
What you will study on this course:

• The Periodic Table
• Chemical Reactions
• Fuels and Pollution
• Carbon Compounds
• Acids and Alakalis
• Metals
• Chemical Connections

All Science courses will help develop, reinforce and extend 
learning in:
Health and Wellbeing, Literacy and Numeracy skills.

In addition all students will take part in a number of 
interdisciplinary projects that cover Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics Experiences.

Why you should study this course:

Science and Technology influence every aspect of life in our 
modern world. During this course you will learn more about 
the vital role Chemistry plays in everyday life.

For further information contact:

Dr Fulton - Science Department

Deepening Learning - Sciences
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Curricular Area - Social Studies

Subjects:  Geography
  History
  Modern Studies
  RMPS

All students will study a social studies common 
course that will be delivered throughout second 
and third year through a thematic approach.  The 
aspects covered will build on the experiences and 
knowledge gained in first year. Students will also 
have the opportunity to study one social studies 
subject in more depth.

Deepening Learning - Social Subjects
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Modern Studies
What you will study on this course

Modern Studies opens up the world of contemporary society 
for learners.  
 

The purpose of Modern Studies is to develop learners’ 
knowledge and understanding of contemporary political 
and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and 
international contexts. In these contexts, learners will develop 
an awareness of the social and political issues they will meet 
in their lives. This purpose will be achieved through successful 
study of the Course Units which focus on the political system 
in the UK, social issues in the UK and international issues. 

Why you should study the course

The main aims of Modern Studies are to enable learners to:
 

• engage as active and informed members of society 
and local and global citizens 

•  have an appreciation of the complexity, and changing 
nature, of modern society 

• understand and respect human and legal rights 
and responsibilities as well as democratic modes of 
government 

• understand the democratic process and how, why 
and to what extent people are informed about and 
participate in society 

• have an awareness of social and economic issues at 
local, Scottish, national and international levels and 
ways of addressing needs and inequalities 

• understand different views about the extent of state 
involvement in society 

• understand the nature and processes of conflict 
resolution at all levels 

 

The Modern Studies Course contributes to general education 
and the wider curriculum. It will help create informed and 
active citizens by helping learners to develop a greater 
understanding of political and social institutions and processes.   
Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other 
areas of study and  which they will use in everyday life. 

For further information contact

Mr. S. Sinclair

Deepening Learning - Social Subjects
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Course - Social Studies
History

What you will study on this course

History opens up the world of the past for learners.  
 

The purpose of History is to provide learners with insights 
into their own lives and the society in which they live. By 
examining the past, they discover their heritage as members 
of a community, a country and a wider world. They place 
themselves and their society in the context of the past. This 
purpose will be achieved through successful study of the three 
Units of the Course which cover Scottish, British, European 
and World contexts in a variety of time periods.

Why you should study this course

The main aims of History are to: 
 

 • develop learners’ conceptual understanding and foster 
their ability to think independently 

• enable learners to acquire breadth and depth in the 
knowledge and understanding of historical themes 

• develop learners’ skills of explaining historical 
developments and events, drawing conclusions and 
evaluating historical sources 

• enable learners to detect bias and propaganda and to 
challenge prejudice  

• encourage learners to debate issues and, on the basis 
of evidence, form views and respect those of others 

• develop learners’ imagination and empathy with 
people living in other periods  

• foster in learners an interest in history which will 
provide a life-long source of enjoyment 

 

The History Course contributes to general education and the 
wider curriculum. It will help create informed and active 
citizens by helping learners develop a greater understanding 
of political and social institutions and processes. Learners 
will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of 
study and which they will use in everyday life. 

For further information contact:

Mrs K. Oliver

Deepening Learning - Social Subjects
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Course - Social Studies
Geography

What you will study on this course

Geography opens up for learners the physical environment 
around them, and the ways in which people interact with 
this environment. 
 

The purpose of Geography is to develop the learner’s 
understanding of our changing world and its human and 
physical processes. Opportunities for practical activities, 
including fieldwork, will be encouraged, so that learners can 
interact with their environment. 
 

The contexts for study are local, national, international 
and global. Geography draws upon the social and natural 
sciences: interdisciplinary learning is therefore fundamental 
to geographical study and encourages links with other 
disciplines.

Why you should study this course
The main aims of Geography are to enable learners to: 

 • understand the ways in which people and the 
environment interact in response to physical and 
human processes at local, national, international and 
global scales 

• be aware of spatial relationships and develop an 
understanding of the changing world in a balanced, 
critical and sympathetic way 

• acquire a geographical perspective on environmental 
and social issues and their significance 

• develop an interest in, understanding of, and 
concern for the environment leading to sustainable 
development 

 

Geography will help create informed and active citizens 
by helping learners develop a greater understanding of the 
human and physical processes which have an impact on 
their environment. Learners will develop skills which are 
transferable to other areas of study and which they will use 
in everyday life.

For further information contact:

Ms K. Scott

Deepening Learning - Social Subjects
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Religious & Moral Education

What you will study on this course

In S2 students will study a variety of topics focusing on 
different types of belief. 

• What is a belief? 
• Science and belief: how did the universe and life begin? 
• Moral belief: should we let people who are ill choose 

to die? 
• Political and religious belief: what unites and what 

divides Scotland? 
• Belief in action: Key figures who have acted on their 

beliefs.

In S3 students will study the SQA unit ‘Moral Issues in 
Technology’. This unit examines the effect modern technology 
has on our lives and some of the moral issues it raises, 
including:

• Should there be so much screen violence? 
• Should we keep animals in factory farms? 
• Should we clone humans for spare body parts?

Why you should study this course

In S2 and S3 RME introduces students to some of life’s big 
questions and moral dilemmas. It aims to help students 
become more aware of their own beliefs and values and to 
encourage greater tolerance and understanding of those 
whose beliefs may be different from their own. Students will 
be encouraged to discuss ideas, form and express their own 
opinions and learn to understand and think about the views 
others hold. It aims to develop thoughtful, reasonable and 
responsible citizens. 

For further information contact:

The RME Department

Deepening Learning - Social Subjects
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Curricular Area - 
Expressive Arts

Subjects:  Art and Design
   Drama
   Music

All students will experience expressive art sub-
jects during second year and some during third 
year. Students can study one or two expressive 
art subjects in depth during second and third year. 
If a student does not choose an expressive arts 
course to study in depth they will then follow a 
core expressive arts course over two years.

Deepening Learning - Expressive Arts
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Subject - Art and Design 

What you will study on this course

You will study how to draw, paint and design amazing things.  
You will have the chance to make animals out of clay and 
sculpt life size clay heads. You will have the opportunity to 
draw people, faces and places, make monsters and make 
fantastic animal clocks. 

You get to use, pencils, pens, inks, charcoal, clay, wire, paper, 
card and polystyrene before  we  take some time out to look 
at the work of famous Painters and  Designers. Then we get 
to design our very own posters for Scotland, or our very own 
stamps and cereal packets. 

Everyone will have the chance to explore the use of colour, 
shape, textures and form using different kinds of materials, 
from thick paint to runny ink before we make and design 
you very own beautiful jewellery or colourful clay clocks.

Why you should study this course

Everything in the world, everything that you use, or touch has 
been designed by someone.  Everything you wear, everything 
in your house, even the house itself has been designed by 
someone who studied Art. 

A painter or designer has made every picture you see on 
every wall, in paint or in print and every object on sale in 
every shop in the whole world. The world is full off images 
and pictures that colour your life and everything you see or 
use is the work of someone who studied Art. 

You could be the worlds next great painter or designer; but 
even if you are not - doing Art teaches you very useful skills 
as well as how to communicate and share your ideas. Mostly 
Art is about the fun and the accomplishment of making 
things or of drawing pictures that you and others will enjoy 
and take pride in.

For further information contact:

Mr Paul Flockhart

Deepening Learning - Expressive Arts
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Subject - Drama

There’s No Business like Show Business!

What you will study on this course

You will study units such as:

Mask: Learn the skills of white mask and design your own 
mask
Darkwood Manor: Decide what happens when you stay 
the night in the Manor House and create atmosphere with 
sound effects.
Stimulus: Decide what happens in your own drama while 
designing costume and props
Whodunnit?: Discover what has happened to the missing 
person and design set to create the scene
Script: Use your skills to decide if you are an actor, director 
or designer to stage a small scale production.

Why you should study this course
This course will allow you to explore all aspects of the 
theatre. You will regularly present your work and your 
designs will be displayed. You will develop confidence 
in your own creativity and discover how to appreciate the 
work of others.

Drama teaches you to be confident, to work as part of a 
team and to develop skills such as using technology, being 
able to work on your own and with others and expressing 
your opinions. All these qualities are attractive to colleges, 
universities and employers.

For further information contact:

Miss Katie MacLennan

Deepening Learning - Expressive Arts
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Subject - Music

What you will study on this course

Students will continue to learn to play instruments, but there 
will be opportunities to form bands and to specialise in their 
favourite instrument. The emphasis is on playing, performing 
and making music in groups, but there will also be composing 
using Garageband, and listening to a wide range of music, 
including students’ own choice. Students will also learn how 
to record their bands and make CDs.

Why you should study this course

Are you hoping to win the X-Factor, or Britain’s Got Talent? 
Do you want to hear yourself on the radio? Music gives 
lifelong pleasure as a career or as a hobby. It also teaches self-
confidence, presentation skills, self-discipline and the ability 
to work on your own or as part of a team. Using technology 
is part of the course. All these qualities are attractive to 
employers, colleges and universities. It is well known that 
music stimulates the brain and gives a real interest in life. 
Choose it and see how much richer your life will be!   

For further information contact:

Mrs Frances Rive

Deepening Learning - Expressive Arts
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Curricular Area - 
Health & Well Being

Subjects: Personal and Social Education
   Physical Education
   Home Economics 

All students will study all three subjects within the 
Health and Well Being Curricular Area. Students 
will have the opportunity to study Home Economics 
in more depth by opting for the course within 
a column. Students who do not opt for Home 
Economics in this manner will follow a core course 
in the subject.

Deepening Learning - Health & Well Being
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Subject – Personal & Social 
Education

What you will study on this course

Students will study 10 separate units within PSE.

• Self Evaluation
• Action Planning
• Rights and Responsibilities
• Decision Making
• Health and Well Being
• Active Citizenship
• Personal Development Planning
• Managing Money
• Independent Living
• Travelling

Why you should study this course

This course will provide students with the skills to support 
them in taking ownership of their life and the decisions that 
they make now and in the future.

For further information contact:

Clare Ramsay

Deepening Learning - Health & Well Being
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Subject - Physical Education

What you will study on this course

physical Education in S2 and S3 will give students a wide 
range of learning experiences and will focus on three main 
areas:

• Movement Skills, Competencies and Concepts
• Cooperation and Competition
• Evaluating and Appreciating

The course will be continually assessed internally. Students 
will follow the process of improving their performance in 
a wide range of activities. There will be elements of choice 
within the programme to ensure that students can follow 
their interests and suit the needs of all learners.

Activities that could be studied include:

Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Dance, Fitness, Football, 
Gymnastics, Rugby, Softball, Swimming, Volleyball.

Why you should study this course

Physical Education will help pupils to develop fitness levels 
and become a better performer in their chosen sport(s).  It will 
also help to develop an awareness of how to lead a healthy 
lifestyle and make choices that benefit them throughout 
their life

It can also lead onto the National 4, National 5 and Higher 
PE courses. The Senior school programme also includes 
Leadership through Sport, Leadership through Dance, 
Intermediate 2 Dance and Sports and Recreation within the 
PE department.

For further information contact:

The PE department.

Deepening Learning - Health & Well Being
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Subject - Home Economics

What you will study on this course
This course covers a wide range of topics which will help you 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle and make informed decisions 
about your future. During the course you will take part in 
practical food activities and taking account of current healthy 
eating advice, you will prepare healthy foods to meet different 
requirements.

The following Units of work will be covered: 

• Food & The Consumer
 This unit will look factors affecting food choice, carbon 

foot print, labelling and advertising.
 
• Nutrition
 This unit will look at the basic knowledge needed to 

assess individual diets and how to understand and 
create a diet which is healthy and sustainable. 

• Safe & Hygienic Practices 
 This unit will look at food safety principles when 

buying, storing, preparing, cooking and consuming 
food

• Design And Make Activity 
 This unit will look at your creative skills in practical 

situations by creating a textile item which will be 
produced to a commercially acceptable standard for 
re-sale as part of an enterprise project.

Why you should study this course

You should study this course if you are hard working and 
enjoy practical lessons. You will be encouraged to manage your 
time effectively and develop your organisational skills to the 
highest standard. Finally you must be keen and enthusiastic 
to participate in practical lessons. 

For further information contact:

Ms Krstyna MacSween

Deepening Learning - Health & Well Being


