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We Value

•  learning
 because we can all change for the 

better by learning new things

•  respect for self and 
others 

 so that we can live happily 
together

•  co-operation
 because we achieve more when 

we work together than when we 
work apart

•  courtesy 
 as a sign of respect and to show 

that we are thinking of other 
people’s needs and feelings



Introduction from the Principal 
As your Community High School, we have 
extremely good links with our associated 
primary schools.  We make sure that we know 
about each individual pupil and how best to 
make sure they reach their full potential. All 
of our Faculties work hard to ensure that the 
transition from primary is a smooth one and 
that all pupils experience the highest quality 
learning opportunities. 

Once again, we are very, very proud of the 
outstanding results of our seniors in their SQA exams.  At  all levels 
pupils continue to achieve well; last year 46% of our S5 gained one 
or more Higher.  Our students move forward to Universities, Colleges 
or employment.  

We continue to improve our learning environment and take pride in 
the quality of our Sport and Leisure facilities, Drama and Art, ICT and 
Hospitality.  You will see improvements to the exterior of our building 
as work continues on the windows.

We are very proud of the positive relationships that exist between staff 
and students and we are ambitious for high attainment and achievement. 
The pride that our students have in the High School is reflected in our 
well established dress code and the way in which students uphold our 
values of courtesy and co-operation.

A wide range of clubs and groups offer students the chance to develop 
new interests and friendships. Opportunities through Sport and the 
Creative Arts ensure that students learn in the broadest sense and 
have a stimulating and enjoyable experience. Many of our students 
gain recognition through National competitions and events.  The wide 
range of recreational facilities and adult learning classes demonstrate 
that learning is a lifelong activity.

It is very important to us that we have good relationships with parents 
and carers and we have many opportunities for meeting both formally 
and informally so that we can share information about your sons and 
daughters.

We are committed to establishing Wester Hailes as a centre of excellence 
within our community and ‘Together we are Succeeding’.
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How Learning is Organised 

Our curriculum aims to raise standards of attainment and prepare 
our students for a future in a fast changing world. 

To encourage the students to be responsible for their own learning, 
the students each have a member of staff who mentor them. This 
happens during tutor time each morning. Students are interviewed 
on a regular basis to discuss their progress. From the discussion, 
agreement is reached about short term targets for the student. The 
students then work on strategies to achieve their targets over the 
next month and this is discussed at their next mentoring meeting.

The school curriculum is divided into two distinct stages. 

The S1 - S3 curriculum is where students experience a broad general 
education in all curricular areas. At the same time it prepares the 
students for a smooth transition into the Senior Phase. 

The Senior Phase allows the students to choose the appropriate 
pathway for their needs. Our senior phase caters for all students 
whether it is entry into University, College or developing the skills 
needed for employment.

In S1 when the students arrive from primary school they are placed 
in tutor groups of up to 20 students. By working closely with primary 
staff we ensure that all students are placed in a group together 
with a friend. They study most of their first year in these classes 
which helps to build positive and secure learning environment for 
the students.

In S1 our students follow a common timetable that covers the eight 
curricular areas;

• Maths
• English
• Science 
• Religious and Moral Education
• Social Studies 
• Expressive Arts
• Technologies  
• Health and Well-being.
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A meeting with parents is held early into the session to allow staff 
to discuss with parents how well their son/daughter has settled into 
the high school. At the end of S1, students will be given support to 
choose which particular subjects they wish to study in more depth. 
Staff will work with students and parents to ensure that appropriate 
choices are made. 

In S2 and S3 the students continue to experience all eight curricular 
areas but also have the choice to study some subjects within a 
curricular area to greater depth.

The School Library at Wester Hailes Education Centre
Our Library is centrally located in the school’s main teaching block. It 
provides a bright, vibrant and welcoming space where our students 
are supported by a full time, professional Librarian.
Students are encouraged to use the Library, independently - for 
private study, to access resources for research, for homework, for 
book exchange …and to relax. The Library is open to students before 
and after school and throughout lunch break and is very busy at 
these times! Collaboration, between Teachers and Librarian, ensures 
students also visit the Library during class time for curriculum 
investigation, Careers interviews with an Advisor and to access 
computers, wi-fi, and 24 hour news. The Library also hosts author, 
book and poetry sessions!
A recent government report stated: “children who read for pleasure 
are successful in school”
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Dress Code
We are proud of our school community and students outwardly 
express this pride by adhering to the school dress code.

The uniform items are:

• White shirt

• School tie

• All students wear smart, plain black trousers or smart, 
plain black skirt and black or neutral tights.

• All students wear black shoes or trainers.

• Students wearing shirt and tie may wear a plain black 
v-neck cardigan or sweater.

• PE students should wear Gym shoes or training shoes

It is very important that students have a bag to carry schoolbooks, 
homework and their diary / planner.  We ask students to bring their 
own pens, pencils and rulers.
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Support for Students
Work starts early in the summer term when the Support for Students 
Team along with the Support For Learning Team gather information 
about each primary student due to start with us in S1. We meet with 
Primary teachers to discuss the student’s learning, social, emotional 
and behavioural needs. We consider friendship groups and family 
groups and any special circumstances before students are put into 
their House Groups. Any students who have additional support needs 
will be discussed at our Team Around The Cluster (TATC) and will 
have a Transition Support Plan.

Students who are out with our catchment area are offered an 
individual tour of the school with their parents. All of the students 
then have a three day visit in June.

When they start in August our PSE programme is tailored to: getting to 
know your school; friendship; how to deal with conflict. We have regular 
contact with parents/carers. The student’s progress is monitored  through 
one to one interviews between parents/carers and mentor teachers.
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Languages
English
We keep ourselves abreast with methods of teaching and assessment used by our primary 
colleagues through shared projects and in-service. We actively participate in the City of 
Edinburgh’s transition jotter project, enabling us to build on students’ prior knowledge 
of literacy, with a particular focus on their writing skills. By sharing information on the 
students’ progress through the CfE levels, we are able to make sure that each student 
shares in experiences and outcomes in their secondary English class. This year we are 
piloting a literacy transition project, in which all our P7 classes in the cluster primaries visit 
the English department for one period a week. This is enabling us to share practice with our 
primary colleagues as well as foster positive relationships with primary students prior to 
their transition to Wester Hailes Education Centre.

Modern Languages
Over the years the Modern Languages department has maintained close links with the 
primaries, either through direct teaching or offering transition programmes. Currently, 
we liaise with our trained primary colleagues and have provided them with courses to 
implement an assessment package and a “French Passport” in which students can record 
their progress when doing French. “Passports” are transferred at the start of S1 and help 
inform us of the student’s strengths and areas for improvement, enabling us to set students 
more accurately in groups. Although we no longer teach directly in our cluster primaries, we 
continue to liaise with them and share development work.
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Mathematics 
Students from the feeder primaries attend the Maths department every week as part of the 
cluster transition arrangements. During this time, they are covering CfE experiences and 
outcomes, strengthening their numeracy skills and learning how to layout work properly in 
their Maths jotters. 

It is our intention to get them into good routines ready for starting at High School and also 
so we can push the potential high achievers and equally support students with identified 
learning needs.

The students will continue with these classes and the CfE experiences and outcomes 
throughout S1-S3 at the appropriate level.



Technologies 
Transition
The Primary 7s will experience a taster of the Technologies faculty during the 3 day transition 
program in June. Also timetable permitting they may be involved in other taster sessions 
throughout the year working on team work, problem solving, creativity, building, ICT and 
enterprise skills.

S1-3 Common Technologies Course
These courses continue the development of the student’s skills from Primary and ensure a 
smooth transition. The Technologies faculty offers a combined course in S1, S2 & S3 that covers:

• Business & Enterprise
• Computing Science
• Craft, Design & Technology  
 (CDT)
• Information &   
 Communication   
 Technology (ICT)

These courses are delivered 
through a series of small 
projects where the core skills 
are taught. 

S2/3 Curriculum for 
Excellence
The Technologies faculty offer 
the following courses with 
Curriculum for Excellence:

• Business and Information 
Technology

• Computing Science
• Craft, Design &  
 Technology

These courses cover the 
Technology Experiences and 
Outcomes in their specific 
subject area and prepare 
students to progress on to 
National 4 & 5.

8



9

Health and Wellbeing
Within the HWB Faculty we are dedicated to making sure our primary pupils are comfortable 
making the transition from primary to secondary education within each of our departments 
with ease. 

Physical Education 
The department delivers PE lessons to our primary pupils through our transition programme. 
Classes experience a number of different activities within the department including 
gymnastics and team games. Pupils are given the chance to develop skills within activities 
that feature within the S1 curriculum. We use this information to ensure that pupils are 
given the opportunity to build on the work and experiences that they have gained in the 
Primary school, but are also given the chance to be introduced to new activities within 
our department. The PE department work closely with our cluster primary associates by 
meeting regularly at the HWB Cluster Forum to ensure the seamless transition. 

Home Economics
The Home Economics department offers a full and varied curriculum and the following 
topics are covered in first year: Hygiene and Safety; Sewing the Basics; Cookery Skills and 
Processes; Heartstart - First Aid the basics. The department are working closely with the 
Primary 5 pupils in particular each of these pupils have the opportunity to attend a four 
week Technology course. During which time the pupils have the opportunity to work with 
senior pupils as a peer mentoring project and are able to cook different meals a variety of 
recipes from pizzas to cakes. As part of this session we look into weighing and measuring 
and the importance of health and safety in the kitchen. Pupils leave feeling comfortable and 
knowledge on how to carry out practical tasks.  
 

Whole School HWB
P6/7 Transition 
All Primary 6/7 pupils are involved in a jam 
packed day of HWB activities once each 
year in the high school enabling them to 
see a variety of different subjects across 
the school in different contexts. Each 
year a new theme is picked and pupils 
are able to travel across the whole school 
completing tasks. As part of our cluster 
work we have established a Cluster Cup 
which pupils come up at the end of each 
year to compete for as part of this they 
need to perform to a high standard in a 
number of Sporting activities.
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Social Studies
Social studies in Wester Hailes includes units of History, Geography and Modern Studies. 
We use a variety of learning approaches including outside visits and speakers to make our 
courses relevant and exciting.  

S1 Students will learn about Medieval Scotland and the wars of Independence; earth forces 
including earthquakes and volcanoes; issues in the USA; how our representatives make 
decisions on our behalf in Scotland. 

We will visit Edinburgh Castle, Dynamic Earth and the Scottish Parliament when we do a 
project on Edinburgh: Place, Past, Present. Other S1 visits will include Bannockburn and 
Stirling to study the Medieval battle sites. 
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Science
The Science department at Wester Hailes use a range of teaching strategies to encourage 
students to make links between Science in everyday life and Science in the classroom. 
Our feeder primary schools are invited to attend out annual SCI-FUN Roadshow which is run 
in collaboration with Edinburgh University. This hands on interactive experience is delivered 
by students from Wester Hailes Education Centre.

During the 3 day Visit, students get the opportunity to meet and work with all the staff in the 
department. They are encouraged to work with peers from each feeder school on activities 
that are designed to provide an introduction to basic Science equipment and working safely 
within a new environment.

On transferring to the High School, students complete a unit of work based on the safe 
working practice and scientific skills previously introduced.
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Expressive Arts
The Expressive Arts comprise Music, Art and Drama, all of which have enjoyed close ties 
with our associate primaries over many years. 

Links with Music have been established by our woodwind and brass tutors who teach P6 and 
P7 pupils. This specialist tuition continues seamlessly when the students move to Secondary 
school if they continue with their instrument.

P6/7 Transition
All Primary 6/7 pupils are involved in three days of Music Art and Drama activities in the high 
school allowing them to experience a variety of different creative activities and get a flavour 
of the Arts at Wester Hailes Education Centre. 

In S1 there are exciting opportunities to learn and explore new skills in the Expressive 
Arts. Our S1 Drama students celebrated their performing skills by taking part in our 
Cluster celebrations and their creativity in a three day inter-disciplinary Creative Learning 
opportunity with the Lyceum Theatre. 

In Music there is the opportunities to learn a musical instrument and play in the Christmas 
concert and in Art we have the opportunity to paint build and construct amazing Art, from 
sculpture to clay work. At the end of the year every student in S1 takes part at in a huge school 
project called  “WHEC in the Quad” putting all their new skills and creativity into this exciting 
event, organized through the Drama department and involving everyone in the school.

As well as specialist teaching and such creative projects we also offer a variety of clubs and 
opportunities at lunch and after school in Art, in Music and in Drama. 



What they say about us:

‘Young people’s learning and achievement continue 
to improve and have improved significantly since the 
original inspection’

HMIe report 2012

‘I enjoyed my tour of the school and was particularly 
impressed by the improvements in attainment.’

Director of Children and Families reports on 
their visit

‘I take my son to swimming lessons every Friday and 
regularly come across pupils as we make our way 
through the building and I have to say they are some 
of the most polite teenagers I have ever come across.  
Every time I have come across one coming through a 
door they have always held the door open for me and 
my son and I have even been asked if I would like a 
help to take his buggy up the stairs!’

S Loughton - Visitor to Wester Hailes

‘It was a pleasure to meet you and your pupils and 
hear about the work of the school and its outstanding 
achievements.’  

Chief Executive City of Edinburgh Council

All photographs are © Wester Hailes Education Centre & The City of Edinburgh Council.
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