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Introduction from the Principal 

Welcome to all 

Firstly, let me thank you for choosing us as 
your High School. I am very proud of the pupils 
and staff who make our High School what it is 
and I hope you see that special sense of worth 
and value we place on every child’s learning 
when you visit us. 

As Head Teacher, I am ambitious for our school 
and my vision is to ensure every young person 

achieves successful outcomes regardless of ability or background. 
Whilst this may seem a long way off, I know that every time your son/
daughter engages with us in a positive way we take one step closer 
to achieving that outcome for them.

Our aims are set out in our school improvement plan and consist of 
four broad headings for all young people 

•	 Providing equity 
•	 Raising	attainment	
•	 Providing	inclusion	
•	 Developing	our	young	workforce

As a Scottish Attainment Challenge school we are using additional 
resources, creating smaller class sizes, changing our curriculum and 
improving our environment to provide more equitable opportunities 
for young people to achieve and attain. 

I have set out my vision and aims however they can only be achieved 
if we work in partnership with you as parent / carer and in partnership 
with young people. This partnership is built on mutual respect for each 
other and a strong sense of worth for the values within our High School, 
Communities and the City of Edinburgh.

I look forward to meeting you as your son/daughter begins a new 
chapter in their educational experience. 

 David Young - Head Teacher
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Key	Information	for	Parents	/	Carers
School	Day	Structure
Our school day consists of 31 periods of 50 minutes each week: 7 periods 
Monday to Thursday and 4 periods on Friday.

Student Support
We operate a House system in the school.  Each of our three Houses are 
led by a Support for Student Leader. Houses are organised into family 
groupings and Student Support Leaders get to know students well from 
the point of P7/S1 Transition up to the point when they leave school and 
enter into a positive career destination.

Support for Students Leaders teach Personal and Social Education (PSE) to 
all students S1- S6. The PSE programme is designed to develop personal, 
social and vocational skills.  At its heart is the development of the whole 
child and it aims to develop students’ life skills, preparing them for a wide 
variety of situations which may arise in school and in their wider life.  
We aim also to develop each child’s confidence to enable them to make 
healthy lifestyle choices. The PSE programme has been developed in line 
with the Health and Wellbeing aspect of Curriculum for Excellence.  The 
content includes Health, Personal Safety, Citizenship, Careers Education, 
course choices.  During their High School career, students will study various 
elements within these categories which are age appropriate and relevant to 
them. Support for Students Leaders work closely with our Careers Advisor 
from Skills Development Scotland to ensure that all students gain advice 
and support to help plan for a positive destination when they leave school.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Registration - (10mins) 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850 0840 - 0850

Period 1 - (50mins) 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940 0850 - 0940

Period 2 - (50mins) 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030 0940 - 1030

Period 3 - (50mins) 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1120 1030 - 1045

Break - (15mins) 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1120 - 1135 1045 - 1135

Period 4 - (50mins) 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225 1135 - 1225

Period 5 - (50mins) 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315 1225 - 1315

Lunch - (40mins) 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355 1315 - 1355

Period 6 - (50mins) 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445 1355 - 1445

Period 7 - (50mins) 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535 1445 - 1535

The School Week 2018 - 2019
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Within the Support faculty we also have a Support for Learning Leader and 
a team of Pupil Support Assistants. We work hard to support all students 
who have an additional support need that is a barrier to their learning.  The 
Support for Learning team works with students of all abilities. Difficulties 
can come in many different forms such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, emotional, 
behavioural, sensory or physical impairment, etc.

Work starts early when the Support Faculty gather information about 
each primary student due to start with us in S1. We meet with Primary 
teachers to discuss the student’s learning, social, emotional and behavioural 
needs. We consider friendship groups and family groups and any special 
circumstances before pupils are put into their House Groups. Any pupils 
who have additional support needs will be discussed at our Team Around 
The Cluster (TATC) and will have a Transition Support Plan.

Key Contacts:

Bruce  -  Mr Ellis
MacDonald  -  Miss Ramsay
Wallace  -  Miss Meikle

Support for Learning  - Ms Dancer
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Dress	Code
We are proud of our school community and pupils outwardly express this 
pride by adhering to the school dress code.

The uniform items are:

• White shirt
• School tie
• Smart, plain black trousers or plain black skirt with black leggings 

or tights.
• All pupils wear black shoes or trainers.
• Senior Pupils school blazer

Reasons for asking pupils to wear school uniform are as follows:

• Identity – it is important that pupils have a sense of identity and 
belonging. They are part of a new community in secondary school

• Security – through the wearing of school dress staff can readily identify 
anyone who should not be in the school grounds and buildings

• Safety – some items of clothing, such as loose fitting tracksuits are 
unsafe in Science and Technology areas

• Equality – all items of school wear are reasonably priced
• Preparation for later life – wearing school dress requires self-discipline. 

In most work places there are certain expectations about dress.

Attendance
Attend	to	achieve	-	their	future	depends	on	it

Most pupils go to school every day and enjoy it. It is very important all 
pupils do attend school regularly, so they make the most of the learning 
opportunities available to them and therefore make the most of themselves. 
Their future depends on it.

The total number of school days for pupils is 190. Losing even a few can 
have an effect. Missing out lessons can leave gaps in knowledge which can 
be hard to fill later. This is why ensuring your child attends school is crucial. 
By working with parents and carers we hope to significantly reduce absences 
from school and support our pupils to meet their maximum potential. We 
would ask that you support the school in this matter by contacting the 
school if your child is unable to attend.
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What	to	do	if	your	child	cannot	attend	school
Telephone 0131 442 2201 or e-mail admin@whec.edin.sch.uk on the first 
day of absence. When your child returns to school please give them a note 
of explanation of the absence – this should be given by the pupil to their 
mentor.

Mobile	Phones
Phones should be switched off during class times, ie between 08.30 and 
15.35 (excluding breaks) and kept in a secure place, unless authorized by 
the class teacher for certain tasks. The school accepts no liability for loss.
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Curriculum
The design of the curriculum ensures that pupils have the opportunity to 
experience all curriculum areas in the/Broad General Education (S1-S3) 
with specialisation into subjects in the Senior Phase (S4-S6).

In S1-S3, pupils follow a curriculum which is structured into 8 learning areas:

Expressive 
Arts

Eight
Learning

Areas

Health & 
Wellbeing

Religeous 
& Moral 

Education

Science

Social 
Subjects

Technologies

Languages

Mathematics
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Progression	and	Levels
Pupils will aim to progress into and through level 2 before they enter High 
School. As pupils continue their learning in the eight curricular areas, they 
will move through level 3 and possibly into level 4. Some pupils may progress 
through level 4 by the end of S3. Qualifications in the Senior Phase are 
available, where appropriate, from National 3 to National 7.

Curriculum levels are national levels to describe stages of learning and 
progress. For most young people the expectation explained in the following 
diagram will be appropriate but can be earlier or later for some, depending 
upon individual needs and aptitudes.

Level Stage
Early the pre-school year and P1, or later for some 
First to the end of P4, but earlier or later for some
Second to the end of P7, but earlier or later for some
Third S1 to S3, but earlier for some
Fourth the fourth level broadly equates to Scottish Credit & Qualifications Framework level 4
Senior Phase S4 to S6 and college or other means of study



Languages	
Within the context of Languages, as a team we aim to provide students with 
opportunities to develop their reading, writing, listening and talking skills in 
both English and French. Lessons are planned using formative assessment 
and co-op learning strategies to ensure that lessons are active, fun and meet 
the needs of the learners within the class. We promote positive behaviour 
through reward systems, with prizes and encourage pupils to participate 
in extra-curricular activities, like the French club and theatre trips.

We keep ourselves abreast with methods of teaching and assessment 
used by our primary colleagues through shared projects and in-service. 
We take part in the P7 transition programme, in which all our P7 classes 
in the cluster primaries visit the faculty for a literacy period each week. 
This is enabling us to share practice with our primary colleagues as well 
as foster positive relationships with primary pupils prior to their transition 
to Wester Hailes Education Centre.
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Maths	&	Technologies
The atmosphere in the Maths and Technologies Faculty is supportive, 
challenging and creative. Mathematics equips us with many of the skills 
required for life, learning and work. Learning Mathematics develops logical 
reasoning, analysing, problem solving skills, creativity and the ability to 
think in abstract ways. All students study Maths from S1-4 and some may 
progress to S5/6. 

There are four subject areas that make up the Technologies part of the 
Faculty that are offered to all students:

• Business & Enterprise
• Computing Science
• Craft, Design & Technology (CDT)
• Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

In S1 & S2 they have one period a week of each of the areas which students 
can then choose from in S3 onwards to deepen their knowledge and skills. 

The Faculty has developed an ethos of using technology to actively engage 
pupils in their learning. All staff are also developing skills in more than one 
discipline which helps to provide the innovation and flexibility required to 
effectively deliver a broad curriculum. The faculty sets and expects high 
standards of work and engages students through a variety of teaching styles. 

Pupils from the feeder primaries attend the Maths department every week 
as part of the cluster transition arrangements. During this time, they are 
covering CfE experiences and outcomes, strengthening their numeracy 
skills and learning how to layout work properly in their Maths jotters. It 
is our intention to get them into good routines ready for starting at High 
School and also so we can push the potential high achievers and equally 
support pupils with identified learning needs. The pupils will continue with 
these classes and the CfE experiences and outcomes throughout S1-S3 at 
the appropriate level.
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Health and Wellbeing
The Health and Wellbeing Faculty aims to provide a stimulating learning 
environment for all ability levels. We attempt to realise the maximum potential 
of each of our students, from S1 to adults, by employing appropriate teaching 
methods and approaches. Within the HWB Faculty we are dedicated to 
making sure our primary pupils are comfortable making the transition from 
primary to secondary education within each of our departments with ease. 

Physical	Education	
The department delivers PE lessons to our primary pupils through our 
transition programme. Classes experience a number of different activities 
within the department including gymnastics and team games. Pupils are 
given the chance to develop skills within activities that feature within the 
S1 curriculum. We use this information to ensure that pupils are given the 
opportunity to build on the work and experiences that they have gained in 
the Primary school, but are also given the chance to be introduced to new 
activities within our department. The PE department work closely with our 
cluster primary associates by meeting regularly at the HWB Cluster Forum 
to ensure the seamless transition. 

Home	Economics
The Home Economics department offers a full and varied curriculum and 
the following topics are covered in first year: Hygiene and Safety; Sewing 
the Basics; Cookery Skills and Processes; Heartstart - First Aid the basics. 
 
Whole School HWB
All Primary 5/6 pupils are involved in a jam packed day of HWB activities 
once each year in the high school enabling them to see a variety of different 
subjects across the school in different contexts. Each year a new theme 
is picked and pupils are able to travel across the whole school completing 
tasks. As part of our cluster work we have established a Cluster Cup which 
pupils come up at the end of each year to compete for as part of this they 
need to perform to a high standard in a number of Sporting activities.
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Science
The Science staff aim to help all students achieve their full potential and 
become successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and 
effective contributors to society by developing:

• Awareness of the importance of Science within global society
• Confidence in their own ability
• Good work/study skills
• Strong knowledge and understanding of their chosen subjects
• Strong problem solving skills
• Confidence in the use of ICT as a learning resource
• Awareness of health and safety and risk management
• An understanding of the range of careers supported by Science 

qualifications

The Science department at Wester Hailes use a range of teaching strategies 
to encourage pupils to make links between Science in everyday life and 
Science in the classroom. Our feeder primary schools are invited to attend 
our annual SCI-FUN Roadshow which is run in collaboration with Edinburgh 
University. This hands on interactive experience is delivered by pupils from 
Wester Hailes Education Centre. On transferring to the High School, pupils 
complete a unit of work based on the safe working practice and scientific 
skills previously introduced.
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Social	Studies	&	RME
Through a variety of teaching and learning styles the Social Subjects and 
Religious and Moral Education (RME) Faculty aims to encourage students 
to achieve a sound knowledge and understanding of the syllabus and to 
develop skills of analysis, evaluation, listening, critical reading, research, 
empathy and discussion. The faculty is committed to providing all students 
with the highest standards of learning and teaching and seeks at all 
times to encourage students to maximise their potential. The Faculty is 
committed to providing a wide range of opportunities for students. A variety 
of educational excursions to places of interest and the input of visiting 
speakers are integral to the work of the Faculty.

Social studies in Wester Hailes includes units of History, Geography and 
Modern Studies. We use a variety of learning approaches including outside 
visits and speakers to make our courses relevant and exciting.  S1 Pupils 
will learn about Medieval Scotland and the wars of Independence; earth 
forces including earthquakes and volcanoes; issues in the USA; how our 
representatives make decisions on our behalf in Scotland. 
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Expressive	Arts
The Expressive Arts Faculty enables you to:

• Have enjoyment in the Arts
• Communicate your thoughts and feelings and ideas through Music, 

Drama and Art
• Have an active and independent learning through a blend of classroom 

approaches and practical learning as well as visits to galleries, concerts 
and the theatre.

• Collaborative learning and sharing ideas both individually and as part 
off whole class learning.

• Collaboration projects that might include putting on a play or concert 
or holding an art exhibition.

• Improve your literacy skills by researching and presenting information; 
evaluating; discussing; listening; talking.

In Music students study many topics such as Scottish Music; Playing in a 
rock band; World Music; Musical Library and Technology using Garageband.
In Art and Design students will learn to enjoy drawing, painting, design and 
sculpture using different media. Whatever you explore whether painting a 
still life or creating a piece of sculpture in clay or wood you will have space 
for your own choice in the expressive and the design areas. You will also 
learn to solve problems, look at the work of other artist and discover the 
artist in you.
In Drama students learn about cooperation, creativity, problem solving, 
textual analysis, technical theatre and performance. These are the key 
focus of the subject throughout all stages of study. Students will develop 
social skills as well as specific drama and theatre skills that will serve them 
well in further study or employment.



All photographs are © Wester Hailes Education Centre & The City of Edinburgh Council.

The	School	Library
Our Library is centrally located in the school’s main teaching block. It provides 
a bright, vibrant and welcoming space where our students are supported 
by a full time, professional Librarian. Students are encouraged to use the 
Library, independently - for private study, research and homework. We also 
emphasise the benefits of reading for pleasure, which improves literacy and 
has a proven benefit  to students’ health and well being. The Library is open 
to pupils before and after school and throughout lunch break and is very 
busy at these times! Collaboration, between Teachers and Librarian, ensures 
pupils also visit the Library during class time for curriculum investigation, 
Careers interviews with an Advisor and to access computers and Wi-Fi. 
The Library also hosts author, book and poetry sessions.

Key Dates For Parents & Carers

Term 1

Wednesday 15 August 2018 - Pupils resume

Monday 17 September 2018 - Autumn Holiday

Monday  1  October  2018  -  S1 Meet the Teacher Evening

Friday 12 October 2018 - Term Ends - October Break

Tuesday 23  October 2018 - Pupils resume

Friday 21 December 2018 - Term ends

Term 2

Wednesday 9  January  2019 -  Pupils resume

Friday  8 February  2019  -  Term Ends - February break

Monday 18 February 2019 - All resume

Friday  5 April  2019 - Term Ends - Easter Holiday

Term	3

Tuesday  23  April   2019 -  All resume

Monday  6 May  2019 - Public holiday

Tuesday  7 May  2019 - School closed for pupils

Wednesday 8 May  2019 - Pupils resume

Monday 20  May  2019 - Public holiday

Friday  28 June   2019 -  1200 End of term
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