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Once again, we are very, 
very proud of the outstanding 
results of our seniors in their 
SQA exams.  At Standard 
Grade we are above the City 
of Edinburgh average for 
percentages of Students 
gaining 5 awards at Level 3 
or above and 5 awards at 
Level 4 or above.  67% of 
our S5 students, achieved 

one or more Higher passes.  Our attendance 
remains high, which is critical in maintaining the 
improved outcomes.
We continue to improve our learning environment 
and take pride in the quality of our Sport and Leisure 
facilities, Drama and Art, ICT and Hospitality.  You 
should soon begin to see improvements to the 
exterior of our building as work begins on the 
windows.
A school is not just about exams and students here 
enjoy a wide range of opportunities to participate in 
extra-curricular clubs and activities. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
staff here at Wester Hailes Education Centre.  They 
have all put in a tremendous amount of work behind 
the scenes.  They continue to give that extra 
‘goodwill’ time without which, the events you read 
about in this newsletter would not take place.
In addition, a big thank you to parents and carers for 
your help.  You support us in making sure our young 
people are in school uniform, attend regularly and 
work hard.  
Together we are succeeding in making sure your 
sons and daughters fulfil their potential.

Sheila Paton
Principal

Most  improved 
school in Edinburgh 
for exam passes at 

Standard Grade 
and Higher

Head TeacHer’s surgery
I am holding a number of surgeries this Term, when I will be available to meet with anyone in the 
community who would like to raise any issues with me.  These will take place on evenings when I am 
on duty and on occasional Sunday afternoons.  The times of the surgeries are on some of our notice 
boards or you can ask at our Centre Office.  I look forward to meeting with you.



cONNecTINg cLassrOOMs
Our school was awarded a second grant by Connecting 
Classrooms recently. Connecting Classrooms is a UK 
government and British Council education initiative. 
Our school has been selected in recognition of its 
commitment to teaching students about global issues. 
Teachers and students are working with Barkly West 
High School in South Africa to learn how to become 
responsible global citizens and to develop skills to 
work in a global economy.

bOOk fesTIvaL 2013
In August, our new first year came face to face with 
“live” authors, at Edinburgh’s International Book 
Festival. Charlotte Square gardens were transformed 
into a sea of book tents and gazebos! Students met, 
Andy Robb, author of the funny “Geekhood” series, 
new author Sharon Gosling and veteran Scottish 
author, Cathy MacPhail. Cathy kept her audience 
enthralled with her latest suspense story, set on a 
Glasgow housing estate. Afterwards, she was happy 
to chat with Wester Hailes Education Centre students 
before signing their books. 

After the event, 90% of S1 surveyed, showed all the 
authors had held their attention and 75% said they’d 
like to meet other authors. The staff too, enjoyed the 
visits and the opportunity to get to know our new 
students.

eNTerPrIsINg PuPILs
Enterprising pupils from Wester Hailes Education Centre 
celebrate receiving their Social Enterprise in Education Award 
from John Swinney MSP for their highly successful fairtrade 
business. The enterprise buys and sells both fairtrade and 
African themed goods with all profit supporting the school’s 
partnership with Barkley West School in South Africa. 
The Social Enterprise Academy awarded 24 schools from 
across Scotland for their entrepreneurial talent and social 
impact at the awards ceremony. Mr Swinney said “the creativity 
and innovation that has been demonstrated today by our young 
people is consistently impressive. Taking part in these awards 
helps them develop the skills and confidence they need to take 
these ideas and turn them into social enterprises, enhancing 
their work readiness which help build the smarter, wealthier 
and fairer Scotland”.

breakfasT cLub 
At Wester Hailes Education Centre we support our 
students throughout the day, and throughout their 
educational journey.  We know that if students are to 
be able to concentrate fully on their learning then a 
nutritious and healthy start to the day is essential. Our 
youth worker, Shirley Menzies, supervises a Breakfast 
Club, to ensure that all of our young people are able to 
start the day with a meal.  Starting at 7.30 a.m. and 
open until school begins at 8.25 a.m., students of all 
ages from S1 to S6 are welcome to drop in to our club.  
Breakfast consists of porridge or cereal, toast and a 
variety of toppings, however, our menus also provide a 
link with the Curriculum; during Scottish week for 
example oatcakes and porridge will be on the menu, 
and croissants feature when we partner with the 
French Department.  The club provides a safe and 
warm haven for students arriving early in the morning, 
particularly during the winter months.  
The students enjoy meeting a mix of pupils of all ages - 
apparently it is the place to be for the most up to date gossip!



sPOrTs MeNTOr
The pupils from our SQA Leadership course in PE 
were very lucky to receive a visit from Steve Frew, the 
schools’ allocated Sky Sports Mentor. 

Steve is working with the pupils throughout this year to 
help develop the six keys to success outlined by the 
Sky Sports Mentoring scheme - mental toughness, 
hunger to achieve, people skills, sports and life 
knowledge, breaking down barriers and planning for 
success. 

They are designed to help young people develop 
valuable life skills that will help them in and outside of 
school, now and into the future. We look forward to 
working closely with Steve again in the future.

usa cOMes TO WesTer HaILes 
educaTION ceNTre
Students learning about the USA in Social Studies 
were delighted to welcome Principal Officer Zoja 
Bazarnic from the United States Consulate General. 
Ms Bazarnic was able to give students an insight into 
her role as the Principal Officer at the Consulate and 
also about living and working in the USA. 

Students were able to participate in a question and 
answer session and able to learn a great deal more 
about living, working and studying in the USA.

geT ready TO ceLebraTe
Inspired by the Commonwealth Games 2014’ Wester Hailes 
Education Centre has been awarded a BIG Lottery Fund grant 
to enable students and our local community to celebrate this 
landmark event and our Commonwealth connections. Students 
will participate in a fusion of dance from Scotland and Africa 
and other cultures over the coming months ending in a 
spectacular celebration event next year.

We look forward to sharing more news on this exciting project 
with you in the future!

LearNINg & TeacHINg fesTIvaL
All parents and carers are invited to come to our 
Learning & Teaching Festival on Friday 8th November  
2013 where we will be celebrating learning and 
showcasing examples of the high quality learning 
experiences of our children and young people. 

We hope that you will come along and support us at 
this event and take the opportunity to see in detail 
some of the innovative practice and classroom work 
that has been taking place in our local primary schools 
and here at Wester Hailes Education Centre.

gOINg fOr THe greeN fLag ecO 
scHOOLs aWard
We have been busy with our elections for the The Eco 
Committee.  I am pleased to announce the following young
people will represent their year on the Eco Schools committee.
S1 Dylan Little and Nicol Nicholson (Reserve - Klaudia Mejza)
S2 Cameron Nolan and Megan Tant (Reserve - Sydney House)
S3 Shannon Diak and Curtis Goldthorpe 
(Reserve - Barbara Ann Hamilton)
S4 - Aaron Rosie and Chloe Elvin (Reserve - Patrwk Obara)
S5 Samke Nene
We are also looking for a parent or a member of the community 
to become part of The Eco Schools Eco committee.  If you, 
would like to find out more about this opportunity please 
contact Evelyn Pennycook 0131 442 2201 ext 255.
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PareNT aNd MeNTOr MeeTINgs
Following extensive consultation between staff and 
parents/carers and with the support of the Parent 
Council we are looking to build on the success of 
Mentoring Time where students meet with mentors to 
reflect on their attainment and set targets. 

Over the course of this session we will be introducing 
“one to one” meetings between all parents/carers with a 
key member of staff to discuss the progress of your 
child at a time suited to both mentor and parent/carer. 
Appointments will last approximately 15 minutes and 
we hope that you will meet with the same tutor as your 
child moves through the school.
Together we are succeeding and it feels good.

PareNT cOuNcIL
The Parent Council recently presented the school with a 
generous donation to fund projects across the school. Mrs 
Dawn Doran, Parent Council Member, presented students with 
a cheque to buy new books for the Library. Students from the 
S1 Chapters Reading Group helped to select an interesting 
range of new titles for the Library.

The Parent Council meets regularly to discuss issues that are 
important to parents/carers. Contact any of the members 
directly if you would like to become a member or if you have 
any questions that you would like discussed at Parent Council 
meetings. 

This session the representatives on the council are: Katrina 
Smith (Chairperson), Ollie Clegg, Dawn Doran, Bill Smith, 
Lesley Walker, Amanda Campbell and John Doran. 

LONdON vIsIT
Modern Studies students were recently able to make a 
short visit to London. Following a tour of Parliament, 
they participated in a workshop and were able to have 
a question and answer session with Alastair Darling 
M.P. They also met with former Wester Hailes Education 
Centre pupil, Ian Murray, who is now the M.P. for 
Edinburgh South. Our students also visited Downing 
Street, Tower Bridge, the Cabinet War Rooms and 
Madam Tussauds.

fIeLd TrIP TO THe WaTer Of LeITH
Students in the N5/Higher Geography class did some 
fieldwork at the Water of Leith on a sunny day in September. 
We walked along the canal to where the canal meets the 
river at the Visitor Centre on Lanark Road. 
The group of 10 then had a splashing good time when 
they got in the water to measure the depth, velocity and 
size of the stones at 3 different points in the middle 
course of the city’s river. Often described as Edinburgh’s 
hidden asset, the river has some interesting freshwater 
insects that the students enjoyed meeting! There were 
plenty of mayflies, stoneflies and even a few leeches 
which weren’t so popular! 

Ruth Prince, the education officer who worked with us 
to achieve results, was impressed with the behaviour of 
the group and commented on how enthusiastic they 
were to complete the activities. Nobody fell in but Ms 
Scott managed to get wet despite the waders. Thanks 
to Shirley Menzies who was relieved from her normal 
duties for the day. The Visitor Centre has a free 
exhibition which is well worth a look. They are also 
currently looking for volunteers to help with river clean 
ups.


