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Art Winner
Art Winner Ursula Mandandhar won first prize in the National 
Museum of Scotland’s 2012 Christmas Art Competition.  
Ursula was the youngest entrant in her Age Group - 16-20 
Years with her drawing of the Parian Porcelain Ewer.

The winning entry will be on display from 14 January and a 
digitised image will be used to publicise and support National 
Museums Scotland and featured on our social media pages.

Principal:
Sheila Paton 
We are very, very proud of our 
achievements this Session.  
We were praised by the 
HMIe in a report that stated 
that we have made 
‘significant progress’ since 
an earlier inspection, with the 

quality of learning and teaching improving and 
attendance continuing to rise. We are the most 
improved school for S4 exam passes, the most 
improved school for attendance and our Students 
move on to positive destinations in College, 
University or employment.
Councillor Godzik, CEC Education convener, has 
visited Wester Hailes Education Centre and both he 
and Michael Russell MSP called me personally to 
pass on their congratulations and to thank the staff 
and students.
I hope that you will have noticed the improvements 
that we continue to make to our Learning Environment 
- the entrance, our re-furbished Library, new and 
improved Computers and ICT facilities, Cookers and 
the Sport and Leisure facilities.  This Summer will 
see improvements to the exterior of our building as 
work begins on the windows.
Thank you for supporting our staff in the work they 
do.  Working together we can make sure that your 
sons and daughters achieve their full potential.

ATTENDANCE
As you are aware regular attendance is essential if students are to achieve their full potential. Our attendance 
continues to improve with many Students achieving our target of 95%.
This is because as a Community we focus on maintaining high attendance, particularly our front line support 
staff, but also every member of staff on our team.  
We would like to thank you, as parents/carers, for supporting us on this.  As you can see it is having an impact 
not just on the attendance but also on the exam passes.  Please continue to work with us on this especially with 
regard to holidays during term time, which do negatively impact on learning.



ComiC REliEf
This year’s Comic Relief Day was another huge 
success.  There were a number of events that took 
place on the week running up to the big event on the 
Friday. We had a staff V students dodgeball competition 
on the Monday, a Harlem Shake that we filmed on 
Tuesday and a staff V students bake off on Thursday.  
On Comic Relief Day we had a ‘wear your onesie’ to 
school day.  This involved staff and students wearing 
pyjamas or a onesie to school and paying £1 each.  
During break time we showed the video of the Harlem 
shake in the West Dining area and held an auction 
where staff were thrown into the swimming pool fully 
clothed, as well as a bake sale with all the cakes that 
had been made on Thursday’s bake off event.  Well 
done to everyone who entered into the spirit of the day 
by dressing up and to Gemma Parker who won the 
bake off.  £517 was raised at this very special event. 

ThE ART Room ChARiTY
At an event attended by their Royal Patron, HRH The Duchess 
of Cambridge, it was announced that Wester Hailes Education 
Centre will open an Art Room for Edinburgh in late 2013. The 
new Art Room will provide therapeutic intervention to children 
from local schools who will work in small group sessions with 
Art Room trained Senior Practitioners and will be the first in 
Scotland.
The Art Room believes art can help children learn and achieve 
success. Working with children aged 5 to 16 years old, the 
Wester Hailes Education Centre Art Room will offer art as 
therapy for those facing challenges in their lives. Once the Art 
Room has been established at Wester Hailes, it is hoped that 
children from across the city will also benefit from the support 
of The Art Room. 
The Art Room is a UK charity working with children to increase 
their self-esteem, self-confidence and independence through art.

GEoGRAPhY URbAN PRojECT
S3 Geography students are currently involved in an 
Urban Regeneration consultation.  
City of Edinburgh Council are going to carry out 
improvements to the Calders Estate.  This involves 
consultation with the local community (including some 
of our young people) to discuss what changes and 
improvements they would like to see implemented.
An Urban Design company has been appointed to 
carry out the consultation and to produce a strategy. 
They have done 2 sessions with S3 Geography and 
the next one involves a visit to the Calders Estate. The 
first session focused on what the students thought 
was good about the Calders, what was wrong with it 
and how it could be improved.  The company will then 
come back with some plans to incorporate student 
ideas and feedback.  The last session will allow 
students to comment on a final draft of the plans.  The 
sessions have been very hands on and students have 
contributed well by working in groups and presenting 
their ideas to the class.

loRD PRovoST APPRovAl
The Rt Hon Donald Wilson, Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
gave our S1 social enterprise group the seal of 
approval when they recently participated in a Fairtrade 
event at Holyrood high school.



DRESSED To lEARN
Again, a big thank you to parents/carers for supporting 
our Dress Code.  If students are to achieve the most 
they can, then being ‘dressed to learn’ is a very 
important first step.

This session our First Year Students will wear a shirt 
and tie and we hope that is easier for you to manage, 
and as this moves forward shirt and tie will be the 
dress code for all Students.

A reminder that ties, sweatshirts and polo shirts can be 
purchased at anytime from the cash desk or school 
office, shirts, trousers, and skirts can be purchased 
from Asda, Tesco, M&S, or other stores. If you require 
to use school vouchers for any or all of the school 
uniform, please contact the school office and we can 
arrange for purchases to be processed.

PARENT REPRESENTATioN
Your views are important to us and the Parent Council 
meet regularly to hear updates on how the school is 
improving and to discuss issues that are important to 
parents/carers.  At our parent meetings there is an 
opportunity to ‘Have your say’ by completing and 
handing in cards with any questions that you would like 
discussed at Parent Council meetings.  Alternatively 
you can contact any of the council members directly.

This session the Representatives on the council are: 
Dawn Dorran, Paul Dorran, Lesley Walker, Ollie Clegg, 
Bill Smith, Katrina Smith (Chairperson).

S3 ‘fiRE & iCE’ GEoGRAPhY fiElDTRiP
 Geography pupils get to look at Arthurs Seat and the Castle in 
the distance from the top floor of the school most days, but on 
a cold day in March some of our students went on a fieldtrip to 
these faraway lands! Led by Historic Scotland and Angus Miller 
of Geowalks, students learned about the processes that have 
shaped Edinburgh’s landscape. 
Starting at the castle, they explored how former local volcanoes 
created different rock types and found examples of these. They 
then followed the path of the glaciers down the Royal Mile and 
into Holyrood Park, to discover the ongoing processes of 
weathering that still shape the landscape. 
The class were engaged and at times surprised to learn about 
our unique landscape forged by volcanoes and carved by ice. 
They each wrote a fieldtrip report on their return and have been 
encouraged to re-visit Holyrood Park with family and friends. 
The views from Arthur’s Seat are spectacular and with an S3 
tour guide I am sure it will be all the more enjoyable!
 

(The photo is taken beside an ‘erratic’ - a rock which is not 
found locally but has been moved into an area by glacial ice).

AChiEvEmENT
We support and encourage all our students to 
participate in a wide range of activities and events that 
will increase their confidence and develop their 
leadership and ability to work as part of a team.  Last 
session our students won local and national 
competitions.  
We have a vibrant and active community and our 
students lead and participate in a wide variety of 
sporting activities, music, drama, outdoor learning, 
excursions and trips.  We are continuing to extend our 
curriculum so that students can be accredited for their 
achievements in vocational options.

GET-SET ChAllENGE 
A team of 10 S2 students accompanied by Mr Reid from the 
Science department attended the Get-Set Challenge at Heriot 
Watt University against school teams from across the city.
The students had to participate in a number of workshops that 
saw them tackling activities such as extracting DNA from 
strawberries and building and driving a robot. Team spirit was 
high and the students worked very hard on each activity. They 
were awarded a prize for their efforts in the robot challenge. 
Well done!
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fiNAl mESSAGE

With your continued support we are looking 
forward to another highly successful year.  Our 
expectations for our students are that:

• Students attend regularly
• Students are dressed to learn and bring 

the materials they need
• Students do the best they can, ask for 

support if needed and rise to challenges
• Students show respect for themselves 

and others
With your help and encouragement as parents/
carers, our staff and the students’ efforts, we 
have an excellent learning environment. We are 
seeing the impact of that in Students’ success in 
academic subjects and wider achievements. 
Together we are succeeding and it feels good.

libRARY 
 

Our school library has had a “make-over” and the students 
seem delighted with this brighter, open space, “much bigger, 
Miss, than it was before”! 
Our new shelving layout means the book resources are far 
more visible and easier for the students to browse.  As a result 
of demolishing a pine clad partition, the computer suite is now 
part of the whole Library Resource Centre; the old computer 
room is now being used for students to meet with our school 
Careers Advisor. We have already hosted a World Book Day 
event in the “new” Library and hosted an author visit. Claire 
McFall came to talk to an S2 class about her newly published 
book “Ferryman“ and gifted the Library three copies - which 
students promptly borrowed! Another addition to the library is a 
large plasma screen TV where students and staff can catch up 
with News 24, throughout the school day, but is particularly 
popular at lunchtime!

SCi-fUN viSiT
The Science department were very lucky to host an 
event organised by the Sci-Fun (Scottish Science and 
Technology Roadshow) team from Edinburgh University 
recently. Our own Intermediate 2 Biology and 2F Biology 
students were trained as Science Explainers and 
delivered a dynamic sequence of hands on activities to 
younger students. All S1 students took part and we 
were also joined by P6 students and staff from Sighthill, 
Clovenstone and Canal View Primary. A P4 class joined 
us too! 
Everyone involved had  great fun and learned some 
more Science at the same time.

NEW SChool DAY
From June 2013 the school is moving to a 31 period week 
instead of a 28 period week.
The main reason for this is to accommodate the new 
examinations and meet the new demands that Curriculum for 
Excellence puts on schools. The thirty one periods allow 
greater flexibility within the timetable so that we can meet the 
needs of all our young people. It will mean that the timing of the 
days will change. The overall time that the students actually 
spend in school remains the same.

NEW TIMES - JUNE 2013
Monday / Tuesday / Thursday Wednesday

Mentoring 08.30 -  08.50 Mentoring 08.30 - 08.50
Period 1 08.50 -  09.40 Period 1 08.50 - 09.40
Period 2 09.40 - 10.30 Period 2 09.40 - 10.30
Period 3 10.30 - 11.20 Break 10.30 - 10.45
Break 11.20 - 11.35 Period 3 10.45 - 11.35
Period 4 11.35 - 12.25 Period 4 11.35 - 12.25
Period 5 12.25 - 13.15 Lunch 12.25 - 13.05 
Lunch 13.15 - 13.55 Period 5 13.05 - 13.55
Period 6 13.55 - 14.45 Period 6 13.55 - 14.45 
Period 7 14.45 - 15.35   
Friday
Mentoring 08.30 -  08.50
Period 1 08.50 - 09.40
Period 2 09.40 - 10.30
Break 10.30 - 10.45
Period 3 10.45 - 11.35
Period 4 11.35 -  12.25


